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c [the court nh Manet 4 e wh be 
is emertained by the pope; be prevails on his 


 Bolinisfs t6 ſet the author ut iberdy.=Verſos | 
called the Capitolo, which Cellini n ” 
His confinement” 1 OE" LE EI TIONS | 


FTER 1 had led this dielzncholy- -. ."— 


life a few days longer, the cardinal | 

| ef Ferrara made his appearance at Rome: 1 
going his reſpects to his holi- = 
neſs, he was detained to ſupper ; and the | JI 
ope-; being a /perſorr of great taſte and | 


F genius 
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genius choſe to converſe with -2Y con. 
1 cerning all that he had ſeen curious and 
worthy of obſervation in France. The 
cardinal in the heat of converſation diſco- 
vered ſeveral things which he would other- 
wiſe have concealed ; and as he knew how | 
w confotin himſelf to the French king's 
taſte, and was equally poſſeſſed of the art 
of pleaſing his holineſs, the latter took a 
much greater liking to him than he was 
aware of himſelf, and ſeemed to be in high | 
ſpirits as well on äccount of this engaging 
converſation, as of the debauch he com- 
mitted on the occaſion, which he repeated 
every week, and vomited after it. When 
the cardinal ſaw the pope in a' good hu- 
mour, and likely to grant favours, he 
applied in my behalf, in the name of the 
d maſter, in the moſt urgent manner 
imaginable, and expreſſed himſelf in ſuch 
terms as demonſtrated that the French mo- 
narch was very ſolicitous to obtain his re- 
queſt. The holy father thereupon perceiv- 
ing that his time of vomiting was at hand, 
and that the great quantity of wine he had 
poured down his throat, was upon the poirit. 
of operating, faid to the — laughing; 

take Benvenuto home with you directiy, 

* thus havinggiven 


Proper 
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proper orders .in the affair, hs roſs. from 
table, and the cardinal ſent for me that very 
moment, before the affair could come te the 
knowledge of Signor Pierluigi, who would- 
never have conſented to my releaſement. 
The pope's order — to the priſon 


by two of. the cardinal of Ferrara's gentle-- 
men, in the dead of night; they took me 
out of 3 conducted me to 
the cardinal, who gave me the kindeſt recep- 


houſe, and enjoyed all the happineſs 
recovered liberty can beſtow.. Signor eu, 
nio brotlier to the governor, and Who Was. 
then poſſeſſel of his place, inſiſted upon my 
_ paying, all my. expences as well as che fees 
and, gratifications required by the offlcers 
1 of juſtice and others of that ſtamp; in ſhort} 
he was, reſolved to act in every reſpect 
a will of the deceaſed .gover-+ 
This affair coſt me many a ſcore of: 
crowns : the cardinal, bid me be of good 
courage and take care of myſelf, if I valued. 
my life; adding that if he had not that even- 
ing got me out of priſon, I ſhould in all. 


probability have ended my days in confine- 
ment ;. as he was informed that the pope had 


' already repented his having ſet me at liberty.. 
I muſt therefore look back a little, to xecollect 
B 2 : ſome 
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ſome circumſtances. that.oceur inthe erſes 
which I compoſed when. a priſoner. During 
the time that I paſſed in the apartment of 
the cardinal, and afterwards. i in the pope's 
privy garden, amongſt other friends that 
viſited me, there came a caſhier of Signor 
Bindo Altoviti, whoſe name was Bernardo 
Galluzzi, whom I had entruſted with the 


value of ſeveral hundred crowyns. This 


young man came to the privy garden with 
an intention to ſettle accounts, and. reſtore 
to me all that I had depoſited, with him: I 
told him that I could not put my property 
into the hands of a dearer friend, nor into 


any place where it could be more ſecure: 


my friend upon this ſeemed to decline keep- 
ing it, and I, by a ſort of violence, obliged 
him to continue his truſt. When I Was 
edme out of the caſtle this laſt time, I un- 
derſtood that poor Bernardo Galluzzi was 
# bankrupt, and that I had of r 
loſt all my money. 

During my confinement I had moreover 
a terrible dream, in which a perſon appeared 
to write certain words of great importance 
upon my forehead with a reed, at the ſame 
time ſtrictiy charging me not to divulge 
What he had been doing; and when I awoke 
in the morning I perceived that my forehead 
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o 


was all daubed. In the verſes "ati 
during my confinement there are ſeveral 
events 2 a ſimilar nature. I likewiſe res 

ceived a circumſtantial account, without 


knowing to whom I owed my intelligence; 


of all that afterwards happened to Signor 
Pierluigi; and it was ſo clear and expreſs in 
every article” that I have often thought 1 
received it from an heavenly an __ 
Another cireumſtance I muſt not aide? 
| which is one of the moſt extraordinary 


things that ever happened to any man, and 


I mention ĩt in juſtice to God and the wond- 
rous ways of his providence towards me. 
From the very moment that I beheld the phe 
nomenon, there appeared (ſtrange to Klau 
a reſplendent light over my head, which has 


diſplayed itſelf conſpicuouſly to all that 4 


have thought proper to ſhew it to, but 

were very few. This ſhining light is to be 
ſeen in the morning over my thadow till two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and it appears to 
the greateſt advantage when the graſs is moiſt 
with dew : it is likewiſe viſible in the evening 
at ſun- ſet. This phenomenon ] took notice 
of when I was at Paris, becauſe the air is 
exceeding clear in that climate, ſo that 1 
e diſtinguiſh 3 it there much Plainer, than 
* 4 nin 
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in Italy, where miſts are much more fre. 
quent; but I can ſtill ſee it even. here, and 
ſhew it to others, though not to the ſame - 
advantage as in France. I ſhall now lay 
before the reader the verſes which I comp 
ſed during my confinement and in praiſe o 
the priſon; I ſhall then relate all the good 
and evil which befel me upon a var iety of 
different occaſions, as likewiſe the various 
events of the ſubſequent courſe of my life, 
Theſe verſes I Wy to Lues e, 5 
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WRITTEN. DURING THE TIE 8 IMPRI> 
SONMENT IN THE CASTLE OF ST, A 


M4 Fa tre þ 
HE who. would found the depths of 
power divine, | ES 
Should for a time in gloomy dan dwell 
Where FW. corrodes and harrows up "yg 
{... > 
Domeſtic care ſhould prey upon his mind 
To ſorrow and. to croſſes long inur d,. 
By various troubles and by tempeſts tolt, 
Would you improve in virtue's rigid Dr. 5 
By fad n ? ous lot ſhould be 9 
Unjuſt 


| You comfortleſs ſhould drag, Sd, no e 

No kind aſſiſtance from a Fiend receiye. . 4 hs 

You ſhould by jailors of your $4 

Be cruelly depriv'd and roughly ud, 

Nor ever hope for liberty again. 

Frantic with bo you ſhould your pic 

| break 

Urg d by ſome fell oppreſſor's cruel wren gs, 

And then in deeper dungeon be confin'd.. 

Dear Luca liſten with attentive ear, 

Whilſt I my dire calamities relate; 

What ſufferings could be worſe ? to break a 
leg, 


In moiſt, damp, noiſome cell to 50 comlin d, 
| Without a cloak to ſhelter me from cold! 


Think what fuffer'd in theſe cells immur d 
Lonely, from human converſe quite debarr' 45 
My daily pittance brought me by a ſlave, 

A ſurly . ſilent and ſevere. 


Think to what ills ambition does expoſe, 7 


What dangers threaten an aſpiring ſoul. 
Think what it was to have no place to ſit, 
Or reſt my head on, but a corner foul, 
All cover'd o'er with filthy excrements, 8 
At every hour of tedious night and day 
By cares unceaſing to he kept awake. 
0 think how diſimal that to this Tad cell | 
B 4 None 


exLiins” we. 
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None ſhould approach, bat mutes i infilence 


ne wrapt, n 8 
Whg ſternly frown d, nor. e ver an ebe 
DPS geign „ 40%, We v5 
How fad. it was that in backs hoard) ns: 7 
The poet” 8 fancy wont to ſoar, to roys 
In ſprightly ſallies, now ſhould be confin a 
To pine the ſolitary hours away! 
How 12d to he reſtrain d from pen anũ ink! 
Nor ęyen allow'd, the poet's fad relief, 
To ſerawl with charcoal on my priſon walls 1 K 
But hold, my ſorrows make me deviate far 
From the firſt purpoſe of my moral ſong. 
I meant a priſon's praiſes to proclaim 
To ſhew what uſeful leſſons may be learn d 
In deep diſtreſs and ſharp afflition's ſchool; 
Few inmates of ſuch dreary leader: | 
Were ever equal to this arduous taſk, 
In thoſe receptacles of guilt and vice 
The man of virtue ſeldom is immur d, 
Except when fallen a victim to the hate 
Of miniſters and- ſervile tools of power; 
Except through envy, anger or deſpight. + hh 
Confin'd i in dungeon deep, in gloomy cell 
The priſoner « oft invokes God's aweful name, 
Yet feels within the torments of the damn'd. 
Howe er traduc d and blacken'd _ the RE | 
Of f calumny, to reputation loſt, $139 
1 "Pal 


Paſs en ee ne pent, 
You'll then come out rear with man-/ 
| Fo ners pure, ONES, Dene, 
The world will love you, will When cha pal, 
Impriſonment will all your faults'atone. - - * 
Within the darkſome round of 
Relentleſs walls where comfort never d yell 
The mental powers, the — dafins & 
The body like its covering decayss, it - 
Yet here too, groſſelt wits by. conſtant-wos 
Are ſharpen'd, ſublimated and reſin d. 
Genius midſt r er wings and 
0 ſoars, I 5 DAR: . 
And rnd theſe gloomy cells in-proſpect. 
__ |, bright $184: 
Though diſtant, heaven's bloſt regions ae 


priſon walls, : 5 


5 


deſtry d. 7 
Here heats bins tual pplic 
And greateſt difficulties can ſurmount. 
Staring, aghaſt I ſtalk about the room, 
My hair with horror briſtling on my head, | 
Like quitls upon the fretful Porcupine, 
Next from a of the door I tear 
A ſplinter with my teeth, expdicn o. | 
Cruel neceſſity ſuch means ſuggeſts. oy . 
A brick reduc d to powder then I mix 
With water; kneading both into —— Y * 
| Feat genius fill d my labouring breaſt, 
3 And 


4 ” 
* 4 * 
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And all my ſoul was by the muſe inſpir d. : ; 
But to reſume the ſubject of theſe lays; 
He who deſires to know and to enjoy 


The good, "that heaven beſtows upon our 
kind, 


Should firſt be praftis d iu the train of ills, 
Which in his wiſdom God inflits on man, 


A priſon prompts and-teaches every art; 
If medical aſſiſtanee you require 


Through wry in fe At. makes you 
ſweat. 


Wich e ene its walls endu'd ! 
To make you learned, eloquent and brave, 
And by enchantment wonderful its power 
Your raptur'd fancy ever can delight | « 
With flond,, gay ideas, fairy ſcenes. ' | 
| Though wiſdom is in priſon dearly bought, | 

Happy the man who there is taught her lore; 
The genius is not by confinement crampt, 
But ſpreads untutor'd its adventrous wings 
To treat of graveſt ſubjects, war or peace. 
His efforts always with ſueceſs are crown d, 
What ſteadineſs the mind in durance learns! 
No more elate by fortunes wanton ſmiles, 
Nor ſunk dejected and depreſs d with woe. 
Perhaps you Il tell me all theſe years are loſt, 
That wiſdom never was in priſon learn d; 
1 Oe wins I feel; 2 : 

That 


CEBLLINT.: 
Thatev 1 may be wifdom's ſchool, 
. War - pray mene 

triv 

That guilty men no longer had che power ; 
To {cape that priſon, which cheir ume 
1 
The man of low degree by fortune doom d 
To drudge for a ſubſiſtence, there ſbould gain 
Experience, there ſhould learn to act his _ 
He thus would be leſs liable to err, 
Leſs prone to ſtray from reaſon's equal _ 


The world would then no longer be en 


Of dire confuſion, and a chaos wild. 


Whilſt in gloomy -dungeon's dark n 
Monks, prieſts and men of rank l awvonfin d. 


But feweſt ſtill of thoſe who for their pm 
Seem'd moſt deſerving of that A lot. 
What — * grief pervades 


When ſome. Lad partner of his lg 1 
Looſe from his chain firſt ſees the priſon door 
Op d to admit him to bleſs d liberty! 


What cryelanguiſhwrings his tortur d breaſt? 


He wiſhes that he never had been born. 


Though long corroding grief upon my heart 
Relentless prey d, though oft may ee 


brain 


Has alwoſt banale with; my woes, 
7 Midſt 
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Midſtall my ills ſome comfort ſtran ge Ifound, 
Unknown to thoſe who ſlumber life away " 
Upon the down of eaſe, whoſe happy lids 
Were never ſulli d with a guſhing tear. jg 
What raptures would tranſport my ra- 
viſhꝰ d breaſt 
Should ſome one ſay to me with 1 110 


| Hence, Benvenuto, go, depart i in peace 


How often has a deadly pale o'erſpread 

My livid cheeks, whilſt in a dungeon ip 

I pin'd and ſigh d my hapleſs hours away! 

Depriv'd of liberty I now no more 

To France or Florence can at will repair 5 

Though were I even in France, 1 we wot 
there 

Meet tender treatment to relieve my woe, | 2 

I fay not this againſt that noble foil, 

Whoſelillies have illumin d heaven and earth; 


But amidſt roſes thiſtles often gro wp. 


I faw an emblem from the heavens deſcend | 
Swiftly amongſt the vain, deluded crowd, 


And a new light was kindled on the rock: 


He who on earth and in high heaven Apen 
The truth; had told me that the caſtle bell 
Should, e' er I thence. could make ape, be 
webs, .- 7. > | 
Then in a viſion 8 I beheld bo 
A- lens black bier on mT fide adorn'd 
| "With 


ELN 1 


With broken lillies, croſſes eie 


And many perſons I on couches ſa r 


| Diſcas'd and rack'd — ae and with * 


, pain. s 

I ſaw the demon, the bameiting fend 
That perſecutes the ſouls of mortal men, 
Now with his horrors theſe, now thoſe appal; 


To me he turn d, and ſaid, III ene | 


Of whoſoever hurts or injures the. 
Herewith upon my forehead words he wrote 


Obſcure, profound with Peter's myſtie reed, | 


And filence ſolemnly enjoin'd me thrice- 

1 ſaw the e power divine, ho leads the ſun 
His great career, and checks him in his courſe, 
Amidſt his court celeftial brightly: ſhine: 
The dazzled eyes of mortals ſeldom ſee* + 
A viſion with ſuch various glories — } 


I heard a ſolitary bird of niht We 


Sing on a rock a diſmal fun'ral dirge;- 
I thence infer'd with: certainty, this note 
To me announces life, but death to you. 


My juſt complaint Ithen both ſang and wrote, 
Implor'd God's pardon and his friendly dy 


For ſight began to fail me, and I felt 

The iron hand of death upon my eyes. 
Never was lion, tyger, wolf or bear 

Of human blood more thirſty, than the FIR 


That now with furious rage attack'd my life 3 
More Poiſonous never was the viper's bite: 


The 
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The foe, I mean a cruel captain, came 
Attended with a band of ruffians' vile. 
Juſt as rapacious-bailiffs haſte to ſeize _ 
A trembling debtor with relentleſs hands, 
So ruſh't thoſe ſons of brutal force upon me. 
Twas on the firſt of Auguſt that they came 
To drag me to a diſmal dungeon, worſe . 
By far than that in hic ſo long Id gioan'd, 
A cell in hich the moſt abandon d —— | 
The refuſe of the priſon are conſin d. 
Yet in this fad diſtreſs I ſoon reveiv'd; 
Though unexpected, fuecour and relief. 
hs Ko when thus their helliſh Mig . 
a 
Defeated, to fell poiſon had recourls ; | Th 
But here again the Almighty 1 
For firſt I ever turn d my thoughts. to £ bly 5. 
And loud his grace and aid divine implor d. 
F 
Whilſt prepar d to render up my ſoul, 
Reſigt d to paſs unto a better ſtate, 
ID an angel from the hene ns deſcend 
Holding glorious palm- ranch in his hand, . 
With looks then joyous, placid and ſerene 
He promis'd to my life 4 longer dates 
The angel to me in terms like theſe; - 


= 


Thy foes ſhall all be tramblod'to tis dut, 
And thou fhalt lead a life of laſting Vlik---" 


Favour'd: by heaven and earth's eternal ſire. 
CAP. 
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The. anther being fit 4 la e to 
Manis at Tagliacgm as M returni ta Rume 

and ſnliũes 4 fine dip for the:cardinali of 
Ferrara Aacnunt g/ bis Venus am Cupid, 
it Armnbitnite and Tritons. with. other per 
 formances-—He enters. into: the ſervice of the 
French king Francis I. aud; fets.out with: the 
cardinal of Ferrara for Puri Oui aduen - 
tied betagcen; him and be poſtmaſter: at Si. 

enn. H arrives ut pee DO e 


ee en oY DRI l A ; 
oY FL. S's 200, 2 15 
" br id din tHe e 
tha cardmal of Ferrara I was uni- 
verſally reſpected, and received more viſita 
than even at firſt, every body expreſſing the 
higheſt: ſurprize at my having emerged! o 
of ſuch diſtreſs, and ſtruggled through ſuch 
2 variety of hardſhips. and miſrries. A8 
I was recovering hy degrees, exerted ]. 
utmaſt efforts to berome-again-expertjn.my-: 

profeſſion, and took. great delight in copying 
out the he's The better to re · eſta - 
we e 41 ee 


having 


16 Tur LIFE ör 

having firſt aſked the good cardinal's leave 
and borrowed his horſes ; upon thefe occa- 
ions I was. generally accompanied by two 
young Roman citizens; one of whom was 
bred to my own buſineſs, the other not. 
When I was out of Rome I ſteered my 
courſe towards Tagliacozzo, thinking to 
| meet with my pupil Aſcanio, of whom 
mention has ſo frequently been made; upon 
my arrival I found Aſcanio there with his 
father, his brothers, his ſiſters, and his mo- 
ther- in- law: I met with ſo kind a reception, 


and was ſo greatly careſſed during a ſtay of 
two days, that I am unable to give the 
reader an adequate idea of their civilities. 

I then ſet out for Rome and carried Aſcanio 


— . * 


with mie. By the way we talked of \ bai 
neſs, and ſuch an effect had this conver- 
ſation upon me, that I grew quite impatient” 
to be again at Rome, in order to reſume 
my trade. Upon our return to that capi - 
tal I fell to work with the utmoſt aſſiduity, 
and happening accidentally to find a ſilver 
baſon, which I had undertaken for the car- 
dinal juſt before my impriſonment (at the 
time that I ſet about this baſon, I likewiſe 
began a fine cup, of which I was robbed 
with ſeveral other things of great value) I 
put 


cHLLINT. 3 


put Paul, who has been ſpoken of above, 
upon the baſon; and I myſelf took in hand 
the cup which confiſted of round f gures in 
- baffo relievo : in like manner the baſon con- 
tained little round figures and fiſhes in 


baſſo relievo; and it was fo rich and the 


workmanſhip ſo exquiſite, that all who faw it 
were in the utmoſt ſurprize, as well on ac- 
count of the force of genius and invention 
in the deſign, as of the admirable poliſh, 
which the young artiſts had diſplayed in tfle 
execution of the work. The cardinal came 
at leaſt twice every day to fee me, accompa- 
ned by Signor Luigi Alamanni and Signor 
Gabbilele Cefano ; upon theſe occaſions we 
paſſed an hour or two merrily, though I. 
had a great deal of buſineſs, which required 
diſpatch. He at the ſame time put ſeveral “ 
other jobs into my hands, and employed me 
to make his pontifical ſeal, which was about 
the ſize of the hand of a child twelve years 
old; upon this ſeal I carved two little pieces 
of hiſtory, one was John preaching in the 
deſert, the other was St. Ambroſe routing 
the Arians, repreſented on horſeback, and 
with a whip 3 in his hand. The defign of 
this ſeal was ſo bold and alice. the 
, workmanſhip ſo exquiſite, and the poliſh ſo 
$3 Vor. — C fine, 
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fine, that every body ſaid I had ſurpaſſed 


the great Lautizio, whoſe talents were con- 


fined to this branch alone: and the cardinal 
in the joy of his heart oſtentatiouſſy com- 


pared it to the other ſeals of the Rman 


cardinals, which were almoſt all by the above- 
mentioned artiſt. At the ſame time that the 
cardinal gave me the other two jobs, he 
employed me to make the model of a ſalt- 
cellar, but deſired it ſnould be in a dif- 
ferent taſte from the common ones. Signor 
Luigi ſaid many excellent things concerning 
this ſalt-cellar; Signor Gabbriele Cefano 
likewiſe ſpoke admirably upon the ſubject: 
but the cardinal, who had liſtened with the 
utmoſt attention and ſeemed highly pleaſed 
with the deſigns which theſe two ingenious 
gentlemen propoſed, ſaid to me, Benvenuto, 
the plans of Signor Luigi and Signor Gabbriele 
pleaſe me ſo highly that I am in doubt which 
to give the preference to; I therefore leave 
it to-you to make a choice as you are charged 
with executing the work. I then ſaid, gentle- 
men, do but conſider of what importance the 
ſons of kings and emperors are, and what a 
wonderful ſplendor and emanation of the 
Godhead, is conſpicuous in them; yet 
alk but a poor humble ſhepherd, which 
he 
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he has the greateſt love and affection for, 


theſe children of emperors and kings or his 


own; he will, doubtleſs, anſwer you that 
he loves his own offspring beſt: in like 
manner J have a ſtrong paternal affection 
for the child of my own begetting ; ſo that 
the firſt model I intend to ſhew you, moſt 
revered-patron; ſhall be my own work and 
invention; for many plans appear very 


plauſible when delivered in words, which 


have but an indifferent effect when carried 
into execution. I then turned about to 
the two virtuofi and ſaid, O gentlemen, 
you. have given us your plans in words, but 
I will thew you mine in practice. There- 
upon Signor Luigi Alamanni with a ſmiling 
countenance ſpoke a long time in my favor, 
and that in the moſt complaiſant manner 
imaginable: in doing this he acquitted him- 
felf with extraordinary grace, for he had a 
pleaſing aſpect, an elegant ſhape, and an 
harmonious voice: Signor Gabbriele Cefano 
was quite the reverſe of him ; as ill-ſhaped 
in his perfon as ungracious in his manner ; 
and when he ſpoke he acquitted himſelf 
awkwardly. The plan propoſed by Signor 
Luigi was, that I ſhould repreſent a Venus 
with a Cupid and feveral fine devices round 

C 2 them 
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them ſuited to the ſubject: Signor Gab- 
briele was for having me repreſent Amphi- 
trite the wife of Neptune, and the Tritons 
Neptune's attendants, with other ornaments 
very fine in idea, but extremely difficult to 


be carried into execution. 
I deſigned an oval, almoſt two thirds of 


a cubit in ſize; and upon this oval, as the 


ſea appears to embrace the earth, I made 
two figures about a hand high, in a ſit- 


ting poſture, one with its N within 


thoſe of the other, as ſome long branches 


of the ſea are ſeen to enter the land; and 


in the hand of a male figure repreſenting 
the ocean, I put a ſhip contrived with great 
art, in which was depoſited a large quan- 


— 


tity of ſalt: under this I repreſented four 


ſea-horſes, and in the right hand of the 
ocean ] put his trident. The earth I repre- 
' ſented by a female figure, the moſt elegant 
and beautiful I could form an idea of, 
| leaning with one hand againſt a grand and 
magnificent temple : this was to hold the 
pepper. In the other hand I put a cornu- 
copia adorned with all the embelliſhments 
I could think of. To compleat this idea 
in that part, which appeared to be earth, I 
_—_ elented all the * beautiful animals 

| which 
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which that element produces. In the part 
which ſtood for the ſea, I deſigned the 
fineſt ſorts of fiſh and ſhells which fo ſmall 
a ſpace was capable of containing: in the 
remainder of the oval I placed ſeveral grand 
and noble ornaments. Having then waited. 
till the cardinal came with the two virtuoſi 
abovementioned, I in their preſence produ- 
ced my model in wax; the firſt who ſpoke 
was Signor Gabbriele Cefano, who made a 
great ſtir upon the occaſion, and ſaid, this 
15 a work that the lives of ten men would 
be hardly ſufficient to execute; and you, 
moſt reverend cardinal, who deſired to have 
it finiſhed in your life time, are never likely 
to ſee it: Benvenuto has indeed thought 
proper to ſhew you ſome of his offspring; 
but he has not done like us, who propoſed 
only ſuch things as were feaſible ; he has 
brought you a plan which it is impoſlible to 
finiſh. Upon this Signor Luigi Alamanni 
took my part. The cardinal however ſaid 
that he did not chuſe to be concerned in fo 
great an undertaking. I thereupon turned 
to them and replied, moſt reverend cardinal, 
I mutt beg leave to tell you that I expect to 
complete this work at all events, and you 
will {ee it when finiſhed, a hundred times 
C 3 ; more 
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more - luxuriant i in ornaments than its mo- 
del; I even hope to have more than ſuf- 
ficient time to bring works of much greater 
conſequence to perfection. The cardinal 
ſaid in a paſſion, if you do not make it 
for the king of France to whom T intend 
to introduce you, there is no likehhood of 
your finiſhing it for any other perſon : he 
then ſhewed me the letters, in which the king 
wrote to him to return directly, and bring 
Benvenuto with him ; ſeeing this I lifted up 
my hands to heaven and exclaimed, when 
will that gdirc#ly come? He bid me loſe 
no time, but ſettle 255 affairs at Rome 1 in ten 
days. D 
The time for our departure being dirived, 

the cardinal made me a preſent of a fine 
horſe to which he gave the name of Tornon, 
becauſe it was a preſent from a cardinal of 
that name: Paolo and Aſcanio my appren- 
tices were likewiſe provided with horſes. 
The cardinal divided his retinue, which was 
very conſiderable ; the chief part of it he took 
with him, following the road to Romagna 
in order to viſit our lady at Loretto, and then 
proceed to his own houſe at Ferrara; the 
other part he ſent towards Florence, this was 
ſuperior i in number to the former and mado 


a grand 
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a grand appearance on account of the beauty 
of the horſes. . He deſired me to keep 
him company, if I had a mind to travel in 
ſecurity, telling me that if I did otherwiſe 
my life would be in danger. I gave him 
to underſtand that I propoſed to follow 
his direction; but as what is decreed by 
heaven muſt neceſſar ily come to pals, it 
pleaſed. God to recal to my memory my 
poor ſiſter, who was ſo much concerned 
for the great misfortunes I had undergone: 
I at the ſame time thought of my couſins 
who, were nuns at Viterbo, one of them 
abbeſs, and the other treaſurer, inſomuch 
that between them they governed that rich 
monaſtery. As they had ſuffered ſo much 
on my account and prayed for me ſo fer- 
vently, I took it for granted that I had ob- 
tained the grace of God by virtue of the 
prayers of theſe good women. 'T heſe things 
occurring at once to my memory I took the 
road to Florence. Thus though I might 
have had all my charges borne by travelling 
with the cardinal and his retinue, I choſe 
to pertorm the journey at my own expence, 
taking with me as a companion an excellent 
clock-maker, named Cherubino, who was 
my intimate friend. As we happened to 
C 4 meet 
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meet accidentally upon the road, we choſe 
to perform this agreeable journey together. 
When I ſet out for Rome on Monday in 
paſſion · week, I was attended only by my 
two apprentices ; at Monteroſi I came up 
with the company abovernentioned, and as 
I had ſignified my intention to travel with 
the cardinal, 1 did not imagine that any of 
my enemies would have thought of way- 
laying me. But I met with an unlucky 
diſaſter. at Monteroſi, for a body of men 
well armed had gone before us to that town 
with a deſign to attack me; and fo it hap- 
pened that whilſt we were at dinner, theſe 
men, who had diſcovered that I had quitted 
the cardinal's retinue, lay in ambuſh for me, 
and were preparing to perpetrate their vil- 
lainous deſign. Juſt at this juncture the 
retinue of the cardinal came up, and with 
it T travelled joyfully to Viterbo, with- 
out any ſort of danger; I went on ſeve- 
ral miles before, and the braveſt men in 
the cardinal's $ retinue had a high eſteem 
for ee ren a nn WOT O gt 
Being by God's providence arrived ſafe 
„ in good health at Viterbo, I was re- 
ceived with the utmoſt kindneſs, by my 
ſiſters and the whole monaſtery : after leav- 


ing 
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ing that city with the company abovemen- 
tioned, we rode on ſometimes before and 
ſometimes behind the retinue of the cardi- 
nal, ſo that on Holy Thurſday we were come 
within a ſtage of Sienna. Perceiving that 
there were ſome returned horſes in the inn, 
and that the poſt- maſter waited an oppor- 
tunity to give them to travellers to ride back 
to Sienna, I inſtantly diſmounted from my 
horſe Tornon and putting my ſaddle and 
ſtirrups upon him, gave a piece of money 
to one of the poſt-boys; then leaving 
my horſe to the care of my apprentices, I 
ſpurred on in order to get to Sienna half 


an hour before the reſt, that I might have 4 


time to viſit my | friends and do ſome buſineſs 
in the town. Though this horſe carried 
me with tolerable ſpeed, I did not however 
ride it too hard, for it had been fatigued 
by going backwards and forwards. The 
poſt-boy offered to ſhew me a good inn in 
Sienna, and as ſoon as we arrived, I took 
rooms in it for five perſons; the horſe I 
ſent back by the oſtler to the poſt-houſe, 
which was without the gate that leads to 
Comollia; and upon it I had through for- 
| getfulneſs left my ſtirrups and ſaddle. We 
paſſed the night very merrily on Holy Thurſ- 
| 5 ; day ; 
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day; the next day which was Good Friday, 


I recollected my ſtirrups and ſaddle; upon 


my ſending for them, the poſt-maſter made 
anſwer that he would not return them, be- 


cauſe I had over fatigued his horſe: ſeveral 
meſſages paſſed between us, but he perſiſted 


in refuſing to return them, and that with 
much opprobrious and abuſive language. 
The inn-keeper at whoſe houſe I lay, ſaid to 
me at the ſame time: it is well for you if he 
does not do ſomething worſe than keep 
your ſaddle and your ſtirrups; he was one 
of the moſt inſolent men that has ever had 


the place of poſt- maſter in this city, and 


he has two ſons in the army who are deſ- 
perate fellows, and more inſolent than 
their father himſelf: he therefore adviſed 
me to make all the haſte I could in buying 


whatever I might ſtand in need of, and 


leave the place directly without entering 


into any conteſt with him. I thereupon 


bought a pair of ſtirrups thinking to re- 
cover my ſaddle by fair means, and as I 
was extremely well mounted, armed with 
a coat of mail, and had an excellent piece 
at the pommel of my ſaddle, I was not in 
the leaſt intimidated by this report of the 
inſolence and brutality of the poſt-maſter. 

I had 
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I had likewiſe uſed my apprentices to wear 
coats of mail under their cloaths, and I 
had great confidence in my young Roman, 
who ſeemed never to have neglected this 
defence, whilſt we were at Rome. Even 
Aſcanio though in his tender years wore a 
coat of mail, and as it was Good Friday, I 
imagined that the folly of thoſe wretches 
would for that day ſubſide. 

We ſoon arrived at the poſt-houſe at 
Comollia, and I immediatly ſaw and knew 
the poſt-maſter by tokens that had been 
given me, particularly by his being blind 
of an eye. I went up to him, and leav- 
ing my two young fellows and the reſt 
of my company at a little diſtance, ſaid 
mildly : Mr. Poſt-maſter, when I aſſure you 
that I have not rid your horſe very hard, 
why do you make a difficulty of reſtoring 
me my ſaddle and ſtirrups? He anfwer- 
ed with all the violence and brutality I had 
been prepared for : I thereupon ſaid to him, 
what, are you not a chriſtian, and do you in- 
tend to bring a ſcandal both upon yourſelf 
and me this Good Friday? He made anſwer 
that he cared neither for Good Friday nor 
the devil's Friday, and that if I did not get 


about my buſineſs, he would ſoon with 
e his 
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his long pike lay me ſprawling upon the 


ground, though I had a muſket in my hand. 

Upon his ſpeaking to me thus roughly, there 
came up an old gentleman of Sienna, a very 
polite worthy man, who was juſt come from 
performing the devotions uſual on that 
day: having though at a diſtance heard 
what J had to ſay for myſelf, and perceiving 
that I was in the right, he boldly reproved 
the poſt-maſter, took my part and repri- 
manded the two ſons for behaving rudely to 
ſtrangers, by ſwearing and blaſpheming, 
and thereby bringing a ſcandal upon the 
city of Sienna. The two young fellows, . 
ſons to the poſt-maſter, ſhook their heads, 

and without returning any anſwer retired. 
The incenſed father exaſperated by what 
was ſaid by the worthy gentleman that in- 
terpoſed in my behalf, ran at me with his 
long pike, curſing and blaſpheming, and 
ſwore he would inſtantly be the death of me. 
When I ſaw him thus determined, I to keep 
him. off for a while, preſented the muzzle 
of my piece to him. He notwithſtanding 
flew at me with redoubled fury, and the 
gun which I held in my hand, though in a 
proper poſition. for my .own defence, was 
not _— levelled at him, but the muzzle 
0 
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being raiſed aloft, it went off of itſelf: the 
ball hit againft the arch over the ſtreet-door, 
and having rebounded entered the poſt- 
maſter's wind- pipe, who inſtantly fell dead 
upon the ground. His ſons thereupon 
raſhed' out of the houſe, and one having 
taken down arms from a rack, whilſt the 
_ _ his father's pike, they both fell 

the young men in my company: the 
ſon he had the pike, wounded Paolo 
Romano in the left breaſt; and the other 
fell upon a Milaneze in our company, 
a fooliſh fellow,” who would not aſſe quar- 
ter or declare that he had no connexion | 
with me, but defending himſelf againſt 

a partiſan with a ſhort ſtick whieh he had 
in his hand, found himſelf unable to parry 
his adverfary's weapon ſo as to 'prevent 
his being ſlightly wounded in the mouth. 
Signor Cherubino was in the habit of a 
prieſt, and though he was an excellent 
clock-maker, as I obſerved before, he had 
ſeveral benefices conferred on him by the 
pope, which produced him a conſiderable 
income. Aſcanio was hkewiſe well arm- 
ed and ſtood his ground bravely, inſtead of 
offering to fly like the Milaneze, ſo that 


theſe two received no manner of hurt. I 
ſ] * 
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ſpurred my horſe, and whilſt it was in full 
gallop, quickly charged my piece again; then 
I returned back in a paſſion, thinking that 
what I had done was but a trifle: for as I 
thought my two young men were killed, I 
advanced with a firm reſolution to die myſelf, 
or revenge their eauſe. My horſe had not gone 
many paces back, when J met them both 
coming towards me; I aſked them whether 
they were hurt, and Aſcanio made anſwer 
that Paolo had received a mortal wound witn 
a pike. I thereupon ſaid to the latter, my 
dear Paolo how comes this? Could a pike 
force its way through a coat of mail? He 
then told me that he put his coat of mail 
into his cloak-bag. I replied, what this 
morning? It ſeems then that coats of mail 
are worn at Rome to make a ſhew before 
the ladies; but in times of danger, when 
they might be of uſe, they are put into the 
cloak- bag! You deſerved all you have ſuf- 
fered, and what you have done is the cauſe 
of my ruin. Whilſt I uttered theſe words 
I continued to turn back reſolutely. Aſca- 
nio and the other earneſtly intreated me that 
I would for the love of God endeavour to 
ſave my life, as well as theirs, for that I 


was hurrying on to deſtruction. Juſt then 
I met 
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I met Signor Cherubino, and the Milaneze, 
the former of whom reproved me for my vain 


fears, telling me that none of my people 


had been hurt, that Paolo's wound had 
only razed the ſkin, and had not gone deep, 
and that the old poſt-maſter lay dead upon 
the ground; he added that the ſons had got 


| themſelves in readineſs, and being aſſiſted 


by ſeveral other perſons would certainly cut 
us all to pieces: therefore, Benvenuto, con- 
tinued he, ſince fortune has ſaved us from 

their firſt fury, let us tempt her no more for 

ſhe will not ſave us twice. I then ſaid; ſince 
you are ſatisfied, I am content; ſo turning 
to Paolo and Aſcanio, I bid them ſpur their 
horſes hard, and gallop on to Staggia with- 
out ever once ſtopping, obſerving that when 
we were there we ſhould be in ſafety. The 
wounded Milaneze then ſaid, pox of this 
plaguy adventure; this miſchief was owing 


to a little ſoup which I eat yeſterday, when 


J had nothing elſe for my dinner. Not- 
withſtanding our great diſtreſs we could not 
help laughing at the fool, and at his filly 
expreſſions. We clapped ſpurs to our horſes 
and left Signor Cherubino and the Milaneze, 
who were tor riding on gently, to follow us 


at their leiſure, In the mean time the ſons 
of 
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of the deceaſed repaired to the duke of Melfi, 
and requeſted him to grant them a troop of 


light horſe to purſue and take us. The 


duke being informed that we belonged to 
the retinue of the cardinal of Ferrara, would 
not grant their requeſt. In the mean time 
we arrived at Staggia; where we were in 
perfect ſecurity; upon oùr arrival we ſent 
for the beſt ſurgeon that could be found in 
the place, who examining Paolo's wound, 
declared that it did not paſs' the ſkin and 
there was no danger: we then ordered 
dinner to be got ready. Soon after Signor 
Cherubino made his appearance with the 
fool of a Milaneze who was conſtantly ex- 
cClaiming: pox of all quarrels and diſputes ; 
adding that he had incurred excommuni- 
cation, | becauſe he had not had time to fay 
_ hispater-noſter that good morning. This 
man was hard-favoured and had naturally 
an ugly wide mouth, but by the wound he 


| | had received it was enlarged above three | 


inches: theſe circumſtances with his ludi- 
_ crous Milaneze jargon, and his fooliſh ſay- 
ings made us fo merry, that inſtead of la- 
menting our ill-fortune we could not help 
laughing at every word he uttered. As the 


ſurgeon wanted to ſew- the wound in his 
mouth 
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mouth, and had already made three ſtiches 
in it, he deſired him to ſtop, telling him he. 
would not upon any account have him ſew | 
it up entirely: he then took up a ſpoon, 
and defired it might be left fo far open 
as to leave room for ſuch a ſpoon to 
enter, that he might return alive to his 
own country. Theſe words which he ut- 
tered with many nods and ludicrous geſ- 
tures, made us ſo merry, that inſtead of 
bewailing our iſ}-fortune, we never ceaſed 
laughing, and in this manner continued 
_ our journey to Florence. We diſmounted * 


"at the Houſe of my poor ſiſter; where we 


were moſt kindly received, and very much 
careſſed by her and my couſin : Signor Che- 
rubino and the Milaneze went where their 
reſpective affairs called them; we ſtayed four * 
days at Florence during which Paolo was 
cured. The moſt diverting circumſtance 
was, that whenever the fool of a Milaneze 
became the ſubject of diſcourſe, we all laugh- 
ed as heartily, as we lamented our other 
misfortunes, inſomuch that we were con- 
ſtantly NNE” and 2 in the ſame 2 
breath. 5 wo 


ver M., „ > yt! 0 
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The author arrives at Ferrara where he is 
© careſſed by the ſovereign of that dutchy, and 
employed to make his ſtatue in marble—The 
climate diſagrees with him, and he is taken 
Id., but recovers by eating wild peacocks— 
. ſunderſtanding between him and the duke's 
ſervants, attended with ſeveral untoward - 
* circumſtances — After many difficulties and 
N © delays he reſumes his journey and arrives 
7 afe at Lyons, from whence he proceeds ta 
Fontainebleau, where the court at that time 


8 (es. 


F TER we had ſtaid four days at 
Florence, we took the road to Fer- 
rara and there found the cardinal, who 
having heard all the croſs accidents that had 
befallen us, ſaid with concern, God grant 
that I may carry you alive to the king, ac- 
cording to my promiſe to his majeſty. The 
cardinal aſſigned me an apartment in a 
palace of his at Ferrara, a magnificent build- 

ing called Belfiore, contiguous to the walls 


of the My5 ; and there he cauſed tools and 


all 
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all things neceſſary to be provided for me, 
that I might work at my buſineſs. He then 
ordered his retinue to ſet out for France 
without me, and ſeeing me very melancholy 
at being left behind, he ſaid to me, Ben- 
venuto, all I do is for your good; for be- 
fore you leave Italy, I ſhould be glad you 
were upon a certainty with regard to your. 
employment in France: in the mean 
time proceed as faſt as you can with the 
baſon, and the little cup; and I will leave 
orders with my ſteward to ſupply you with 
whatever money you may want. Upon his 

departure I remained highly diſſatisfied, and 
often thought of leaving the place: the only 
conſideration that prevented me, was my 
being then out of the power of pope Paul ; 
for in all other reſpects I. was highly dif 
contented and ver y much a ſufferer. I 
| however aſſumed thoſe ſentiments of gra- 
titude, which the favour ſeemed to de- 
ſerve, endeavouring to wait with patience 
and ſee how this adventure would end : 
I fell therefore hard to work with my 
two apprentices, and went ſurprizingly 
forward with my baſon and cup. In the 
part of the city where we lodged, the air 
Was rather unwholeſome, and as we came 
D 2 about 


a 
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about ſummer- time, we were all ſomewhat 
mdiſpoſed : during this our indiſpoſition we 
made a diſcovery of a ſort of great common, 
about a mile in extent, that belonged to the 
palace in which we lived, and where ſeve- 
ral peacocks came like wild fowl to hatch 
their eggs. When I perceived this, I charg- 
ed my piece with powder, and lying in wait 
for the young peacocks, I every day killed 
one of them, which ſerved us plentifully 
to live upon ; and ſuch was the effect of 
this food that it entirely cured our diſorder. 
Thus we continued our work with alacrity 
for ſeveral months that we had to ſtay, and 
went forward with the baſon and the cup, 
a work that required conſiderable appli- 
Cation, About this time the duke of 
Ferrara accommodated his differences with 
pope Paul, relative to Modena and ſome 
other cities; and as the claims of the 
church were juſt, the duke made this peace 
by dint of money; the ſum given upon 
the occaſion was conſiderable, and I think 
it exceeded three hundred thouſand du- 
cats. The duke had at that time an old 
treaſurer, who had been brought up. at 
the court of the duke his father, and 
whoſe name was Signor Girolamo Gigliolo; 
this 
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this old man could not bear that ſo great. a 
| ſum ſhould be given to the pope, ſo that he 
ran about the ſtreetg. crying out aloud ; 
« Duke Al phonſo, our preſent duke's father, 
would er have taken Rome with this 
money, than have given it to the pope; * 
and he would obey no order for paying 
it. The duke having however at laſt 
forced him to pay the money, the old 
man was attacked by a flux ſo violent 
that it brought him almoſt to the brink of 
the grave. Whilſt he lay ill, the duke ſent 
for me and deſired me to take his likenels ; ; 
J accordingly drew his picture upon a round 
black ſtone about the ſize of a little diſh. 
The duke was greatly pleaſed with my per- 
formance, and with ſame agreeable con- 
verſations which paſſed between us: the 
conſequence was, that he generally ſtaid 
at leaſt four or five hours a day to have 
his likeneſs taken, and ſometimes he made 
me ſup with him at his own table. In 

a week's time I finiſhed this portrait: 


he then ordered me to make a reverſe; the 
deſign of it was a female figure, that re- 


preſented peace holding in her hand a ſmall 
torch, with which ſhe ſet fire to a trophy 
of arms: this female figure I repreſent- 


Fl 
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ed in a joyous attitude, with garments of 
the thinneſt ſort which flowed with the ut- 


moſt grace; under her I deſigned frantic 
rage afflicted, and bound with heavy chains. 


In this work I exerted the utmoſt efforts 


of my art, and it did me great honour ; ; 
the duke repeatedly expreſſed the higheſt 
ſatisfaction at my performance, and gave 
me the inſcription for the head of his excel- 


lency as well as for the reverſe. The words 


intended for the reverſe were Pretigſa in 


conſpectu domini : this intimated that, the 
peace had been dearly purchaſed. 


Whilſt I was buſy about this reverſe, the 
cardinal wrote to me to get ready, for the 
king infiſted upon my coming directly, and 
that the next time I heard from him, I 
ſhould receive an order for all he had pro- 
miſed me. I cauſed my baſon and cup to 


be packed up, havin g before ſhew-ed them to 


the duke. 5 gentleman of Ferrara, whoſe 


name was Signor Alberto Bendidio, was 


agent to the cardinal; this perſon had been 


twelve years without ever ſtirring out of his 
houſe, which had brought upon him a lin- 
gering diſorder. He one day ſent for me in 


a great hurry, and ſaid that I muſt that in- 
"7 "oe 
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Rant take poſt, and uſe the utmoſt expedi- 
tion to wait upon the king, who had en- 
quired for me with the greateſt eagerneſs 
and ſolicitude, thinking I was in France. 
The cardinal, to excuſe himſelf, had told 
the monarch, that I had ſtopped at'an abbey 
of his at Lyons, ſomewhat out of order, but 
that he would take care I ſhould be ſhortly 
with his majeſty : therefore I muſt take poſt 
and repair to the court of France with 
all ſpeed. This Signor Alberto was a very 

worthy man, but haughty, and his diſorder 
rendered his pride and humour inſupport- 
able: he told me that I muſt without delay 
prepare to ride poſt; I made anſwer that it 
was not cuſtomary with men of my calling 
to ride poſt; but that if I were to proceed 
to the court of France, I ſhould chuſe to go 
by gentle ſtages, and to carry with me Aſ⸗ 
'canio and Paolo my companions and artifi- 
cers, whom I had taken from Rome; adding 
that there muſt likewiſe be a ſervant with us 
on horſeback, to attend us, and that I expec- 
ted to be ſupplied with a ſum ſufficient to de- 
fray the charges of the journey. The infirm 
old man then proudly made anſwer, that the 
duke's ſons travelled in the very manner 1 
had deſcribed. I inſtantly replied, that the 

| D 4 ſons 
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ſons of the art which I profeſſed, travelled 

in the manner 1 ſaid ; and that as I had 
never been the ſon of a duke, I did not know 
how ſuch gentry appeared on their journies ; 
therefore I would not go to France at all, as 
well becauſe the cardinal had broke the pro- 
miſe he had made me, as by reaſon I had now 
received ſuch abuſive language. I then form- 
ed a reſolution to have no more dealings with 
the people of Ferrara, and having ſpoke thus, 
I departed murmuring my diſcontent, whilſt 
he continued to bully and inſult me. After 
this I waited on the duke with his medal 
finiſhed : his reception of me was the kindeſt 
imaginable, and no man was ever more 
careſſed by a prince, He had given orders 
to Signor Girolamo Gigliolo, who was 
then recovered, to look out for a diamond 
ring worth above two hundred Crowns, as 
the reward of my labour, and put it into 
the hands of Fraſchino, one of the gentle- 
men of his bed- chamber, who was to 
give it to me: theſe orders were obeyed. 


Fraſchino on the ſame evening that I had 


given him the medal, put a rin 8 into my 
hands with a diamond ſet in it, which 
made a great ſhew, and told me from the 
duke, that my maſterly hand which had 

acquitted 
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acquitted | itſelf ſo admirably in conſecrating 
the memory of his excellency, well deſerved to 
be adorned with ſuch a diamond. The day 
following I examined the ring, the diamond 
of which was an inconſiderable one, not 
worth above ten crowns ; and as I could not 

conceive that the duke could uſe ſuch grand 
, g in 1 to . a pre- 
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that the rogue of a 1 N had played me 
a trick. I therefore gave the ring ta a friend, 
gdeſiring him to contrive ſome way or other 
to return it to Fraſchino, the gentleman of 
the bed chamber: this friend was Bernardo 
Saliti, WhO performed the commiſſion ad- 
mirably. Fraſchino immediately came to 
me, and made a terrible ſtir, telling me that 
if the duke was to diſcover that I had been 
ſo rude as to return a preſent, which he had 
made me in ſo kind and gracious a manner, 
he would certainly reſent it, and 1 might 
very poſlibly repent my having taken ſo in- 
diſcreet a ſtep. To this I anſwered, that 
the ring which his excellency had ſent me, 
was not worth aboye ten crowns, and the 
work which I had done for him came to a- 

bove two. hundred ; but to ſhew his excel- 


lency ; 
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lency that it was his favour alone I ſet a 
value upon, he might ſend me one of thoſe 
\ Engliſh crab-rings, which are worth only 
ten pence, and I would keep it in re- 
membrance of him as long as I lived, at 
the ſame time retaining in mind thoſe ho- 
nourable expreſſions of his excellency « con- 
cerning my genius and abilities; for I con- 
ſidered my labour as abundantly payed by 
the honour of having ſerved ſo great a 
prince, whereas a jewel of ſo little value diſ- 
graced me. Theſe words occafioned the 
duke fo much diſpleaſure, that he ſent for 
his treaſurer, and reproved him moſt ſevere- 
ly; he at the ſame time ſent me orders not 
to leave Ferrara, without apprizing him of 
my departure, and commanded his treaſur- 
er to give me a diamond worth three hun- 
dred crowns. The avaricious treaſurer found 
one, the value of which was not above ſixty 
crowns, and maintained that it was worth 
above two hundred, 
In the mean time Signor Alberto had den 
the right method of proceeding, and furniſh- 
ed me with all I had deſired for my jour- 
ney. I had reſolved by all means to quit 
Ferrara directly, - but the duke's carefu] 


chamberlain had ſo concerted matters with | 
Signor 
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Signor Benedetto, that I could not that day 
provide myſelf with horfes. I had loaded a 
mule with my baggage, and with it I packed 
up the baſon and the cup which I had made 
for the cardinal. Juſt at this jun&urecame 
in a gentleman of Ferrara, whoſe name was 
Signor Alphonfo de Trotti : he was advanced 
in' ears, exceeding affable, and delighted 
greatly i in talents and genius; but at the 
ſame time he was one of thoſe that are very 


hard to be pleaſed, and who if they happen 


to ſee any thing which ſtrikes them, repre- 
ſent it to their imaginations as ſo admirable, 
ſo divine, that they never expect again to ſee 
any thing equal to it. Signor Alphonſo as I 
before obſerved happening to enter the room 
juſt at this time, Alberto ſaid to him, it 
happens unluckily that you are come too 
late, for the cup and baſon that we are ſend- 
ing to F rance to the cardinal, are now p_ 
ed up. Alphonſo hearing this, ſaid, he 
not care; and upon beckoning to his ſer- 
vant, the latter went to his houſe and brought 
from thence a white bowl of porcelain, the 
workmanſhip of which was admirable : 
whilſt the ſervant was going on his errand, 
Alphonſo faid to Alberto, I will tell you 


why I have no longer any euriofity to 
ſee 
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ſee cups or any other fort of vaſes ; J once 
beheld an antique filver cup of ſuch extra- 
ordinary beauty, that human imagination is 
incapable of forming an adequate idea of its 
excellence. Since that time, I am indifferent 
about ſeeing any thing elſe of the ſame kind, 
leſt it ſhould deſtroy the idea that I had 
formed in my imagination. It was in the 
poſſeſſion of a perſon of condition, of great 
_ taſte, who happening to go to Rome about 
me buſineſs, this antique cup was ſhewn 
1 ſecretly, and he by dint of money hav- 
ing eee the perſon who had the cuſtody 
of it, brou ght it away with him: but he takes 
care to keep it from the knowledge of the 
duke, for he is afraid he ſhould be deprived 
of it, if his excellency ſhould once come to 
know of his being poſſeſſed of fo valuable a 
treaſure. Whilſt Alphonſo was telling this 
long ſtory, he never once took notice of 
me, though I was preſent all the time. 
In the mean while this fine piece of porcel- 
lain made its appearance, and was diſplayed 
with ſuch pomp and oſtentation, that I no 
ſooner ſet my eye upon it, but I turned to 
Alberto and faid : I am happy in having ſeen 
this great curioſity. Alphonſo then anſwered 
me with great contempt: who are you ? 
You 
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You ſtem not to know what you are ſaying. 
To this I replied : liſten to me, and you 
will ſee which of us knows beſt what he is 
ſaying. Then turning to Signor Alberto, 
| who was a man of great gravity and un- 
common genius, I ſpoke thus: here is a 
little filver cup of ſuch a weight, which 1 
made at ſuch a time for that mountebank 
Jacobb, a ſurgeon of Carpi, who came to 
Rome, ſtaid there ſix months, and by means 
of a quack medicine took in ſeveral noble- 
men and poor gentlemen, whom he de- 
frauded of many thouſands of ducats ; at 
that time I made this cup for him and 
another of a different ſort, ' and he payed 
me very ill both for the one and the o- 
ther. At preſent all the unfortunate gen- 
tlemen, who uſed his noſtrum, are at 
Rome, crippled, and in a moſt wretched 
condition, It is a great honour to me 
that my works have acquired fo high a 
degree of reputation amongſt men of for- 
tune like you; but I muſt tell you that for 
many years paſt I have laboured with the 
utmoſt aſſiduity to learn and improve; ſo 
that I cannot but be of opinion that the cup 
which I am carrying to France wiltprove- 
much more worthy of the cardinal and the 
; king, 
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king, than the other did of the quack- doctor 
Jacobo. As ſoon as I had delivered myſelf | 
to this effect, Alphonſo appeared to be in 
the utmoſt impatience to ſee the baſon and 
cup, and I perſiſted in. refuſing to gra- 
tify his curioſity : this conteſt having laſted 
for ſome time between us, he declared that 
he would go to his excellency, and by his 
means contrive to get a ſight of it. There- 


upon Alberto Bendidio who, as I have 


already obſerved, was a very proud, haugh- 
ty man, ſaid: before you leave this place, 
Signor Alphonſo, you ſhall ſee it with- 
out being under a neceſſity of making any 
application to the duke. I quitted the 
room, and left Aſcanio and Paolo to 
ſhew it to them: they afterwards told me 
that the gentlemen had payed me a great 
many compliments, and ſpoke highly in my 
fayour. - Signor Alphonſo then expreſſed 
a deſire of contracting an intimacy with 
me, ſo that I began to grow quite unpatient 
to leave Ferrara. The only valuable or uſe- 
ful acquaintance I made there, were cardinal 
Salviati and the cardinal of Ravenna, with 
ſome of the connoiſſeurs in muſic; for the 
gentry of Ferrara are not only exceeding 
avaricious, but rapacious after the property 
| | | of 
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of others, and endeavour to get poſſeſſion. 
of it by every expedient they can think of: 
this is the general character of them all. 
About ten o'clock' Fraſchino came and de- 
livered me the diamond, which was worth 
above fixty crowns ; defiring me with a 
melancholy countenance, and in few wonds, 
to wear 1t for his excellency's ſake. I made 
anſwer, I ſhould; I then mounted. my 


horſe, and ſet 8 upon my journey in 


God's name: he took notice of all my geſ- 
tures and words, and gave information 
thereof to the duke, who ſeemed to be in- 
cenſed with what he heard to the higheſt 


degree, and was very near ordering m me to | 


be brought back. 

Before night I had travelled above ten 
nules, trotting all the way, and upon find- 
ing myſelf the day following out of the 
Aiftrict- of Ferrara I was highly rejoiced; 5 
for I had never met with any thing good in 
that country, except the peacocks, by which 
I had recovered my health. We ſteered 
our courſe by mount Cenis, taking parti- 
cular care to keep clear of Milan on account 
of the ſuſpicion ' abovementioned; and ſoon 
after I arrived ſafe and in health at Lyons 


with Paolo, Aſcanio and a ſervant: we 
were 
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were all of us pretty well mounted: Upon 
our arrival at Lyons we ſtopped for ſeveral 
days to wait: the coming of the muleteer, 
who was charged With. the filver baſon 


and the cup, as likewiſe with part of 
baggage: we were lodged in an abby þ 


longing to the cardinal. - The muleteer b 
ing arrived, we packed up every thing be: 
longing to us very ſafe in a cheſt, and in 
this manner continued our journey to Paris; ; 
by the way we met with ſome little impedi- 
ments which were not f much conſe- 
Quence, 
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The author meets with a moſt gracious recep- 
tion from the French king Character of 
that good-natured monarch—The author at- 

' tends the king in his tour to Dauphin“ 
Grand retinue of that prince-—The cardinal 
propoſes to Cellini to work for an incon- 
fiderable ſalary —He is highly diſguſted at 

this, and goes off abruptly upon a pilgrimage 
to TFeruſalem-—He is purſued and brought 
back to the king, who ſettles a handſome 
falary on him, and affigns him a houſe to 
work in at Paris.—He ſets out for that ca- 

- patal, but meets with great oppofition in 
taking poſſeſſion of the houſe, which he at laſt 

oe ver compleatly overcomes, DN 


E found the court of the French 
monarch at Fontainebleau, where 

we waited directly on the cardinal who 
cauſed apartments to be aſſigned us; we 
ſpent the night very agreeably and were. well 
accommodated. The next day the waggon 
came up, ſo we took out what belonged-to 
us, and the cardinal having informed the 
Vor. II. E king 
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king of our arrival, he exf preſſed a deſire to 
be me directly. if Watte bh his _— 
accordingly, * w th the cup and baſdn ſo oftet 
mentioned; being come into his preſente 1 
kiſſed his knee, and he received me 95 the 
moſt gracious manner imaginable. I then 
returned his majeſty thanks for Mog Pro- 
cured me my liberty, obſervings that _ 
good and juſt prince like his majeſty, was 
bound to protect all men eminent for 
any talent, eſpecially ſuch as were inn 
cent like myſelf; and that ſuch wetito- 
tious actions were ſet down in the books 
of the almighty before any other virtudus 
deeds whatever. The good king liſtened to 
me till I had made an end of my ſpeech, 
and expreſſed my gratitude in terms worthy 
of ſo great a monarch. When' I had done, 
he took the cup and the baſon, and ſald to 
me: it is my real opinion that the antients 
were never capable of working i in ſo exquiſite 
a taſte: I have ſeen all the maſter-pieces of 
the greateſt artiſts of Italy, but never be- 
fore beheld any thing that yo me ſuch high 
latisfaction. This the king ſaid in Freneh 
to the cardinal of Ferrara, th the fame finje 
Paying me ſeveral other compliments greater 
en than this. He then turned about and 
4, ſaid 
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faid to me in Italian: Benvenuto, indul ge 
yourſelf and take your pleaſure for & few 
xg in the mean time I mall think © 
putting you. into a way of making ſome 
Lag piece of work for me. The cardi⸗ 
nal of F errara ſoon perceived that his ma- 
jeſty, was highly pleaſed with my arrival, and 
that the ſpecimens he had ſeen of my abili- 
ties, had excited i in him an inclination to 
employ me in other, works: LY EFT, im 
portance. py 
| Whilſt, we followed 4 * court, we may 
juſtly be ſald to have been i in great ſtreights, x 
and the reaſon is that the king travels With 
upwards of twelve thouſand Horſes, , his 
retinue in time of peace being eighteen 
thouſand : we ſometimes danced attendance 
in places where there were hardly two 
houſes, - were often under a neceſſity, of 
pitching tents, and lived like gypfies. : 21 
frequently ſolicited the cardinal to „püt 
the king in mind of employing me;.. he 
made anſwer, that it was beſt his majef 
ſhould think of it himſelf, adviſing ' me to 
appear ſometimes in his preſence, when he 
was at. table. This advice I followed, and 
the king one da) called me to him whilſt he 
Was at dinner; he told me in Italian, that he 
Di E 2 ” propoſed 
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propoſed | I ſhould undertake. ſome pieces of 
great importance, that he would ſoon let 
me know where I was to work, and rk 
vide me with tools and all things neceſſary; 
he at the ſame time converſed with me in Ss 
free eaſy manner, on a variety of different 
ſubjects. The cardinal of Ferrara was pre- 
ſent, for he almoſt always dined with the 
king: the converſation being over, his ma- 
jette roſe from table, and the cardinal faid 
my favour, as I was informed afterwards ; ; 
cry it pleaſe your majeſty, this Benvenuto 
has a great deſire to be at work, and ĩt 
would be a pity to let ſuch a genius. loſe his 
time. The king made anſwer, that he 
was very right, and deſired him to ſettle 
with me all that concerned my ſubſiſtence. 
The cardinal who had received the eom- 
miſſion in the morning, ſent for me that 


; night after ſupper, and told me from the 


king that his majeſty had reſolved I ſhould 
immediately begin to work; but that he 
deſired firſt to know my terms. To this 
the cardinal added, it is my opinion that 
if his majeſty allows you a falary of three 


| hundred crowns, a year, it will be abun- 
dantly ſufficient. Next I muſt requeſt it 


of you, that you would leave the whole 
manage-" 


CEL LIN. 
management of the affair to me, for ever 
day 1 have opportunities of doing good 3 an 
hi great kingdom, and I Thall be always 
ready to aſſiſt you. to the beſt of my power. 
1 made anſwer ; without my ever ſohciting 
your reverence, vou promiſed upon | leavin 
me behind ou in Ferrara, never to let me 
quit Italy, or bring me into France, with- 
out firſt apprizing me upon what terms 1 
Was to be with his majeſty. But inſtead of 
acquaintin g me with the terms, you ſent me 
expreſs orders'to ride poſt, as if riding poſt 
was my bufineſs. If you had then men- 
tioned three hundred crowns, as a falary, 
I'ſhould not have thought it worth .my 
while to ſtir for double the ſum : I notwith- 
ſtanding return thanks to heaven' and, to 
your reverence, ſince God has made you. the 
inftrument of To great a bleſſing as my. « ler 
liverance from a long impriſonment. T there- 
fore declare that all the hurt you can to 
me, is not Equal to a thouſandth part "of 
the great bleſſing for which T am indebica 
to you; I thank you with all my heart, anc 


take my leave of you; and in whatever part 
of the world I ſhall abide, I ſhall always 
5 for your reverence. The cardinal then 
in a paſſion: go wherever vou think 
E 3 | Fragen | 
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proper, for it 3s impoſſible | toſerveany man 

ainſt his Will. Some of his niggardly 
ollowers then, Eid; this man mult. have 
a high opinion of his merit, fince he refuſes 
three hundred crowns: others amongſt the 
connoiſſeurs replied; the! king will never find 


another 81 LR to this: man, IE 1. the 


1 [a 


a Noe BY. of great PE a Rane and a 


fayour er of men of genius; 
terwards 8 informed, that he had ex} preſſed 
bimſelf! in this manner before FN of the 
noblemen. and courtiers, This happened? at 
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cannot ; recollect ; but there \ we : lodged that 
Fening. 
Having left the cardinal I repaired to my 
ding, for we always took up our quar- 
ers at ſome place not far from the court, 
but this was three miles diſtarit. I was ac- 


companied by a ſecretary of the cardinal of 
Ferrara, who we Et to be quartered in 
the ſame place. 

with a ub e and impertinent curio- 

; ſity, was — aſking f me what J in- 


the way this ſecretary 


tended 
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F 


tended to do. with m ſelf . when 1 got 
home, and W, Ke ary FN 5 have Exec 
8. el, ho was ae ry, half 4955 


52500 1. bb No more - than three danch en 
Nen a car, never once returned him any 
anſwer: PF Tat nothing more to him, but 
hat, I knew, all. "Upon, my arrival at our 
uarters 5 found Paolo and Aſcanio, WH 


in great order, and they . e ay 
emper, to forced me to tell them what 
Fa ened : ſeeing the poor young men Fog 


5 7 frightened, 7 faid to them, to-morrow 


morning I will give you money enough! to | 
bear your charges home, for I prop Doſe ws * 


' ing by my ſelf about ſome buſineſs of im- 


portance; it is an affair that I have ſbng 


revolved in my mind, and there is fo Sa- 
"hon for your knowing it. Our.apattrher 
was. next to that. of the ſecretary;” and 

' frems, very probable that he might | have ac- 
j quainted the cardinal with all that I intenid- 
ed, and was firmly reſolved to do ; though 1 

: could never diſcover whether he did or not. 
lay x reſtleſs the whole night, and was in 


F he wot Jmpatiencs.| for the i 
bs E 4 wy 


att oY 
a» 4% «nb 


2 
— — OLI nn nent Pn 


Were W for me: 1 appeared to 5 | 
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day, in order to put my deſign in execution. 
As ſoon as morning dawned; I ordered my 
horſes ſhould be in readineſs, and having 
got ready myſelf likewiſe, I gave the young 
n that Thad brought with me, with 
fifty gold ducats over, and kept as many 
for myſelf, together with the diamond, which 
the duke had made me a preſent of; taking 
with me only two ſhirts, and ſome very in- 
different cloaths to travel in, which I had 
upon my back. But Lcould not get rid of 
the two young men, who were bent upon 
ng with me by all means. I did my 
utmoſt to diſſuade them, and ſaid, one of 
you has only the firſt down upon his 
cheeks, and the other has not even that; 
I have done my utmoſt to teach you my 
profeſſion, inſomuch that you are become 
the two moſt expert young men in your 
way in Italy; are you not then aſhamed that 
yon cannot contrive to do for yourſelves, 
but muſt be always under my care like chil- 
dren'? This is a fad affair, and if I were to 
difmiſs you without money, what would 
you-fay ? Be gone directly, and may God 
give you a thouſand bleſſings; fo fare- 
well. I thereupon turned my horſe about 
and left them both bathed in tears. 1 
took 
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took a delightful path through a wood, in- 
tending to ride at leaſt forty miles that ame 


day. to the moſt remote corner I could poſs / 


ſihly reach. I had already rid about two 
miles, and in the little way I had gone, 
formed a reſolution to ſtop at no place, 

where I was known; nor did I ever intend 


to work upon any other figure but a Chriſt 


about three cubits high, willing to make as 


near an approach bee to chat , 
played to me in viſions. * now ſettled 
every thing in my own. mind, I. bent my 
courſe towards the holy ſepulchre, thinking | 
I was now got to ſuch a diſtance, that na 
body could Overtake me. Nei, - 38: 

Juſt at this time I found my ſelf pur- 
ſued by men a horſeback, which occai- 
oned me ſome apprehenſions, for I had been 
informed that theſe parts were infeſted by 
numbers of free-booters, or adventurers, 
who rob and murder paſſengers, and who, 
though many of their gang are hanged 
almoſt every day, do not ſeem to be in 
the leaſt intimidated. Upon the near 


ordinary beauty v 


approach of the horſemen, I perceived 
them to be one of the king's meſſengers 


1 by Aſcanio: the former upon 
coming 


e e 2 rr Sn rene 
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coming up to me ſaid, I command you in 
the king's name to repair to him directly; 

L uanſwered, you come from the cardinal of 
Ferrara, for which reaſon I am reſolved not 
to go with you. The man replied, that 
ſince I would not go by fair means, he had 
authority to command the: people to bind 
me hand and foot like a priſoner. Aſcanio 
at the ſame time did his utmoſt to perſuade 
me to comply, reminding me that whenever 
the king of France cauſed a man to be im- 
priſoned, it was generally five years before 
he conſented to his releaſement. The very 
name of a priſon, revived the idea of my 
confinement at Rome, and ſo terrified me, 

that I inſtantly turned my horſe the way 
the meſſenger directed, who never once 
ceaſed jabbering in French, till he had con- 

N ebe me to court: ſometimes he . bullied 


thing and ſome- 

times another, by which 1 was provoked to 

ſuch a e that I was almoſt at mJ 
wits en. 

Ai er y 40% hn —_—— we | 
paſſed before thoſe of the. cardinal of Fer- 
-rara, who being at his door called me to him 
and faid, our moſt Chriſtian king. has of his 

en nn ed you the e kung 


that 
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chat he allow Wed Leonardo da Vinei the painter. 
namely ſeven hundred "crowiis* a year: he 
will pay you over aridabbve for whatever 
you” do for him ;'he"likewiſe makes you a 
preſent” of five hundred crowns for your 
journey; andit is his pleaſure that they ſhould 
be payed you before you ſtir from hence. 
When the cardinal had made an end, I an- 
KFivered that theſe indeed were offers worthy 
of ſo great à monarch. The meſſenger 
WhO did not know who J was, ſeeing fuch 
great offers made me in the King's name, 
aſſeed me a thoufand pardons.” Paolo and 
Aſcanie to ſaid, it is to God we owe this - 
great good fortune. The day following, I 
went to return his majeſty thanks, 'who 
ordered me to make him models of twelve 
ſilver ſtatues, which he intended ſhould ſerve 
a8 MAILER” round his table; he de- 
fired they ſhould be the figures of fix gods 
"an fix goddeſſes, made exactly of his own 
Height, which was very little leſs than three 
cubits. When he had given me this order, 
hie turned to His treaſurer and aſked him 
Whether he had payed me five hundred 
crotyns; the treaſurer made anſwer that he 
ad Heard: nothing at all of the matter: this 
dhe King was highly offended at, as he had 
2 | commanded 
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commanded the cardinal to ſpeak to him 
about it. He at the ſame time deſired me 
to go to Paris, and look out for a proper 
houſe to work at my buſineſs, telling me, I 
ſhould have it directly. q received the 
five” hundred gold - crowns, . and repaired 
to Paris to a houſe of the cardinal of Fer- 
rara s, where I began to work in God's 

name, and made four little models half a 


cubit high, one in we of Jove, Juno, As 


pollo and Vulcan. 
At this juncture the Kg coming to 
Paris, I waited on his majeſty, and carried 


my models with me, as likewiſe the 'two 


young men, Aſcanio and Paolo. When 


F Perceived that the king was pleaſed with 


my performance, and had ordered me 
to 4 8 the ſilver Jupiter of the height 
abovementioned with all poſſible expedi- 
tion; IJ informed his majeſty that I had 
brought thoſe two young men with me 
from Italy for his ſervice, and as they 
were my pupils, they were likely to be 


of much greater uſe to me, who had in- 


ſtructed them in the principles of my art, 
than any of the journeymen artiſts of 
Paris. The king in anſwer to this defired: 


me to ſettle on the two > young ; men ſuch a 


ſalary 
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Gllany, as ſhould: appear to me handſome 
and ſufficient to ſupport them. Þthen-told 
him, that a hundred gold crowns a- piece 
would do, and that I had found a plaee 
very proper for carrying on my buſineſs: 
The place I meant belonged to his majeſty; 
and was called the little Nello, it was then 
in the hands of the provoſt of Paris to whom 
his majeſty had granted it; but as the provoſt 
made no uſe of it, his majeſty might give 
me leave to work in it for his ſervice. The 
king made anſwer directly: the place you 
mention is a houſe of oF the perſon-to 
whom I have granted it, does not reſide nor 
make any ſort of uſe of it; you may there- 
fore take it for the purpoſe you mentioned. 
He thereupon ordered one of his officers to 
put me in immediate poſſeſſion of the Nello: 
The officer declined this at firſt, telling the 
king that it was not in his power to obey 
him. The king replied in a paſſion, that 
he would give things to whoever he thought 
roper, and to ſueh men as were of uſe ta 
iim and ſerved him; for with regard to the 
how; he was of no uſe to him at all: 
he therefore deſired to hear no more ob- 
jections or demurs. The officer rejoined; 
that it would be neceſſary t to have recourſe 
to 
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to violence. The king then ſaid, go thither 
directly, and if à little force be. 2 ſuffi 
cient, you muſt exert yourſelf. The officer 
immediately conducted me to the place, 
and: I was obliged to proceed to violence, 
before I could take poſſeſſion of it; he then 
bid me take care of myſelf, aſſuring me 
that my life was in imminent danger. I lv 
tered my new habitation, and immediately 
hired ſervants and purchaſed different wea⸗ 
pons. My ſituation. there was. very uncaly, 
during ſeveral. days, for my adverſary was 
a gentleman of Paris, and many other gen- 
tlemen were like wiſe my enemies, inſomuch 
that I conſtantly received freſh . inſults. 1 
muſt not omit that his majeſty took me in- 
to his ſervice in the year of our Lord 1540, 
5 I was then exactly forty years old. 
When I found myſelf liable to theſe. daily. 
aſtronts, I again waited upon the W 1 
requeſted him to place me ſomewhere elſe 
the. anſwer he made me Was: Who are 
you, and what is your name? at ſo ſtrange 
a reception, I was quite diſhearten ed and | 
could not. poſſibly. gueſß . his majeſty's 
meaning: as L remained. in filent aſtoniſh- 
ment, he repeated his queſtion,.a., ſecond 


time, I then made anſwer, that my name 


Was 


ow 4 « 
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was Benvenuto. The kirig {aid thereupon: 
are Jou the fame Benvenuto that was in 
troduced to me? Do juſt as you like, I. 
give you free permiſſion. I told his majeſty 
chat it was ſufficient for me to continue in 
his good graces, and then it was impoſſible 
for any thing to hurt me. The king repli- 
ed with a ſmile: go your ways and depend 
5 5 it that my favour ſhall never be want 
Immediately upon this he ordered one 

F his ſecretaries, whoſe name was Monſ. 
de V illeroy, to ſee me properly accom- 
modated, and provided with every thing 
y. This Villeroy was an intimate 
friend of the provoſt of Paris, in whoſe poſ- 
ſeſſion the Place called Nello had been for 
ſome time. It was a large old caſtle of a 
trivgular: form, contiguous to the walls'of 
tlie city, but had no garriſon. Monf- de 
Villeroy adviſed me to look out for {ome 
other building, for as the perſon to who 
Nello had belonged, was a man of great 
power, he would certainly y get me aſſaſſi⸗ 
nated. To this I made anſwer that I was 
come from Italy to France for no other 
motive but to ſerve their great monateh; 
regard to dying, I was ſenſible "that 


dm is the common fate of all men; 
and 
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aud whether it append ade, ſooner' ot 
Uttle later, was a Teh af erfect indif SH 
ene to me. This Villeroy was a than of 
excetlent underſtanding, of moſt  extraors 
nary qualifications' and end ments, ka 
exceeding rich; he wotild have dene an 
thing to hurt me, but 1 conceal 
his malice : he Had ar = Acportment, 4 
_ good af) e deliberately7. O! 
[ren en he 0 ployed"ahother ts 5 
man, named Bion. d de Marma 
wis treaſurer of Languedoc. FO 725 
ching that this perſon did Was to Took 
ont for the beſt apartment#4 the” build: 
ing, and get them fitted up for himſelf. 
fold him Man the king had given me the 
place to Work in for his majeſty, ald that 
was reſolvect it ſhould be inhabited gry 
by myſelf and my ſervants. ”Whereuf 
this man who was proud and audacious! #5 
clared that he would do às he thought p ro. 
per, that contending with Him 5 be 
the ſame thing as running tuy Head againſt 
4 wall, and that he had Vi leres authori 
for all he did. I then replies, that T clalm- 
ed the place by the king $ authority;* Un ; 
that neither he nor Villeroy had any fgllt to | 


aft in that manner, When Thad exprefl 
© myſelf 
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myſelf to this effect, the 1 treaſurer 
groſsly abuſed me in French; whereupon 1 
told him in my own language that he was a 
liar. At this he was incenſed with rage, and 
by his geſtures ſeemed juſt going to draw 
10 hanger ; I inſtantly clapped my hand to 
arge cutlaſs, which I conſtantly wore by 

ide for my defence, and ſaid to him: 
1 offer to draw that hanger I will inſtant- 
kill you. He had with him twa ſervants, 
— I had my two apprentices : whilſt 
Monſ. de Marmande remained thus in ſuſ- 
bh 55 without l upon any Wi 


FE 3I7 


_— up with this treatment. " I faw. that 
he had bad intentions, I determined. di- 
rectly what conduct to purſue, and faid 
to Faolo and Aſcanio: as ſoon as yon 
ſee. me draw my cutlaſs, fall upon thoſe 
fellows and kill them if you can; for I will 
begin with deſtroying that villain, and then, 
we ſhall make our eſcape with the aſſiſtance. 
of God. When Monſ. de Marmande per 
ceived that I had formed this reſolution, — 
thought himſelf happy, if he could get out 
of the pl ace alive. I wrote an account of. 
all that had happ ened, in the moſt modeſt. 
Vor, 1 F terms 


— * 
— — p 
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terms I could think of, to the cardinal of 

Ferrara, who immediately acquainted the 

king with the whole tranſaction: his ma- 

. jeſty. highly provoked at this affair put me 

the care of another of his courtiers, 

h Was called Monſ. dOrbech: This 

gentleman provided me with every thing 

c neceſſary for my buſineſs, and Wat with 
the moſt complaiſant officjouſn eſs. 
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: "76-4 ti ng DS WE our - author 70 aa 1 "ll 
F 4 atues of. Jubi ter, Vulcan _— Mar. 

.: Whilſt 1 he 1 is at work about theſe, he preſents 

bis majeſty with a fine baſon and cup of ever 
it together i 6% 4 falt-cellar of the ſame metal 
of admirable workmanſhip —The king ex- 
preſſes his ſatisfaFion by an extraordinary aff 
of generofity to the author, ho loſes the fon 
fit of it by the avarice of the cardinal of 
Perrara--His majefty accompanied by Ma- 
dane D Eftampes, and the whole court, pays 
the author a viſit-—The king orders @ con- 
 Siaerable ſum of money to be given bim— As 
he is going home, he is attacked by four armed 
ruffians whom he repulſes— Diſpute between 
him and the French artiſts whom be makes 
Senſible of their error. 


8. ſoon. as I had made nahende 
preparations in my houſe and ſhop, 

in the — convenient and moſt creditable 

manner, I began to make three madels 
exactly of the ſize that they were to be 


of in ſilyer; theſe were Jupiter, Vulcan 
F 2 and 
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and Mars: 1 mads them of earth well co- 
vered with iron, and then repaired to the 
king who, as nearly as I can recolle&t, or: 
dered J ſhould have three hundred pounds i 


of filver to enable me to begin my wor 


Whilſt I was making theſe Preparations, 
the cup and the golden baſon Which had 
been ſeveral months in hand, were finiſh- 


ed; as ſoon as this was done, got them 


well gilt. This appeared tö be the fineſt 


piece of work that had ever been ſeen; 1 in 
France: I carried it directly to the cardinal 
of Ferrara WhO thanke 2 mne, and, Wait- 


ed on the king, to make him A preſent of 


it. His maj jeſty was highly pleaſed,” arid 


laviſned greater praiſes upon me than had 
eyer been before beſtowed upon any artiſt. 


In return for this preſent he gave 852 cardil 


nal of Ferrara an abbey worth ſeven thou- 
fand crowns a year: at the ſame time he was 
for making me a preſent; but the cardinal 
prevented him, telling his maj jeſty it was 
00 ſoon, as T had not yet finiſhed any 


| work | for him: this confirmed the king, 


who was one of the moſt generous of men, 
In his reſolution, and he ſaid; for that very 


reaſon I will encourage him to exert him- 


ſelf, and make ſomethin 8 maſterly for me. 
WY Et "TID 


4 0 
„ 


fuſion; 7 
plied; ON 2 3 WC Id leave it to me 
for bg 1 ſettling a pinoy of at, leal 
9585 hundred crowns a year upon nim, as 

oon as I haye taken poſſeſſion of my abbey; 


Theſe! I never received; but I . tire 5 | 
all 


reader's patience if I were to relate 


diiabolical tricks, of that cardinal; I ſhall i 
NE II ip MBAs of FRE s 4 


nence. 


222 


Ms RE: 


Ayer? Ing; had been 5 5 me, I 11415 
to 9 work... at the abovementioned ſtatue of 


Jupiter; an 3 and took into my LF , 
journeymen: we worked day ani 


85 


With the utmoſt aſſiduity, inſomuch that 


e e Jupiter, Vulcan and \ Mars 
in earth, and Jupiter being pretty for- 


+» 


| Ward. in Ailver, my ſhop. began to make a 


: grand. new. Juſt a about this time the king 


III 


made bis appearance at Paris; and 1 went 


to. pay my Teſpects. to him: when his ma- 


jeſty ſaw me, he called to me in hig gh 
ſpirits, and alked me whether I had any 


thing curious to ſhew him at my ſhop, 


for. he intended to call there: I told him of 


F 2. all 


[| 
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41 L Bad done, An be erpreſſed an earneſt 
deſire to fee my performances. After dinner 
he made a party conſiſting of Madame DEF. 

the cardinal of Lorraine and ſome 


other great men (as the king of Navarre, 


e ee and the 28 5 = ie 


taxing: the found: of fo many ha 
commanded his retinue to be 15 
my people were at work, fo that the! m 
5 upon us quite unex xpected. As Gy 
entered the ſaloon, the feſt obje ect he per · 
cenveds:was myſelf with alarge 8 — of Plate 
in my hand, which 1 had not yet p ed, 
and which was to make the body Jupi-, 
tenz another was employed on the head, 
another again on the legs, ſo. that the fhop 
We with the beating of hammers. 
Whilſt I was at work, as I had : a Title 
French boy in the ſhop,. who. had ſome 
way or other offended me, 1 gave him A 
lick. which luckily hit between his legs; 
in this manner I puſhed him above four 
cubits 
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cubits forward, ſo that when the king en- 
tered, the boy fell upon his perſon; — 
monarch laughed heartily, and I wus in tlie: 
utmoſt confuſion. His majeſty began to uſk 
me what I was about, and expreſſed a deſite 
that I ſhould proceed with my work; tell. 
ing me that he ſhould be much better 
pleaſed, if I would never haraſs myſelf with 
my buſineſs, but take as many men —— 
thought proper into my ſervice, for it 
Was Fs deſire I ſhould take oe f my: 
bealthi, that 1 might be the longer able 
to ſerve him. T anfwered his majeſty 
that if I were to diſcontinue working 
ſhould not enjoy my health, and that the 
performance would then no longer be 
worthy of ſo great a prince. The king 
hiking that I faid this through vunity, 
and did not ſpeak my real ſentiments; 
ordered the cardinal of Lorraine to _— 
to ine what he had himſelf propoſed j/ hut 
1 explained myſelf ſo fully to the cardinal 
that he acquieſced in my reaſons, and ad- 
Dann Aafor me act as * 
per. ESE of { "TELAEE \ 
ende king, when W hadtakn a ſufficient | 


view of mr vos returned rnd after 
1 4 unn 
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having conferred ſo many 3 on me, 
that ĩt would be tedio 10us to enumerate them: 
tlie day following he ſent, for me immedi- 

ately after dinner ;- the cardinal of Ferrara 
wis'preſent and dined. with him. I came 
juſt-when they were at the ſecond courſe; 
his ajeſty immediately began to talk to me, 
ſaying thiat ſince he had ſo beautiful a cup 
and baſon of my making, he muſt have a 
handſome falt-cellar 85 accompany ſuch 
fine things,” that he wanted me to draw a 
deſign of one, and the ſooner the better. 
1 aif\vered'that his majeſty ſhould ſee. ſuch 
a deſign much ſooner than he expected, for 
that "whilſt I was employed about the baſon 
and the cup, 1 thought a ſalt-cellar would 
bela neceflary companion to them, and 
therefbre had already made one, which 1 
ſnouſd ſhew to his majeſty in a few moments. 
The monarch turned about with great vi- 

vacity to the noblemen preſent, to the king 
of Navarre, the cardinal of Lorraine, and 
the cardinal of Ferrara, and ſaid to them 1 
this: is 10 obliging a man, that whoever has 
heard his character, would be deſirous to 
know him; he then told me he would. be ; 
glad to le my e 1 went for it 
D 1 and 
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and ſoon returned for PO WITT OAPI ba 
croſs the Seine: 'Þ brought With mea model 
of wax, which I had made at Rome at the 
requeſt of the cardinal of Ferrara. n 
ſhnewing it to the king, he expreſſed g 
ſurprize, and faid, this is a much finer de. 
ſigrt than 1 expected; ; at. is a moſt noble pro 
duction; ſuch 4 genius ſhould never be- 
unemployed; e then turned to me and 
ſaid with great chearfulneſs, that he was 
highly pl aled with my. model, and ſhould... 
glad to to Have a ſalt-cellar made according | 
Y it in el. The cardinal of. Ferrara 
tipped mie the wink, giving me to under- 
ſtand, that he knew this to be the fame 
model 1 had made for him in Rome. 1 
thereupon repeated chat I had before told. 
him, that I had made it for one who would 
pay for it. The cardinal recollecting theſe 
words was nettled, and had a mind to take 
his revenge: : he therefore thus addreſſed the 
king; Sire, this is certainly a great under- 
taking, IT have only one objection. to make, 
namely, that T never expect to {ce it finiſn- 
ed; for men of genius who have noble and 
ſublime ideas in their own art, are very ready 
to engage in grand enterprizes, without 
quly 
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| duly confyjcing mat they. can bring them 


to a AUKETCLIQ if J. were to or- = 
der works. of lch importance, I fhould be 
glad to know: how.; ſoon they could be exc-. 
cuted. The ding mage. anſwer, that he who. 
was io ſolicitous about the finzſh+. 
ing of works, would never begin any ; and. 
this he ſaid in . ſuch a manner, as inti- 
mated that he did not conſider fuck under - 
takings as ſuitable to men of narrow. minds. 
I then ſaid, when princes give their ſervants 
fuck noble encouragement, as your majeſty. 

does both by words and deeds, they are ſure 
32 great undertakings ; and 
ſince God has bleſſed me with fo munifi- 
oent a patron, I flatter myſelf that. I. ſhall 
be able to execute many great and admirable. 
works for your majeſty: I do not doubt 
but you will, anſwered the king, riſing. 
Shinn and. He ſent for me to his apart- 
ment, and aſked me how much gold the 

making of the falt-cellar would. require. 

I; immediately anſwered him a. thoufand 
_ crowns. The king called for his treaſurer, 

Monſ. d Orbech, and commanded... him to 

give me directly a thouſand old e 

| f 


I quitted 
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'Fquitted' ts fniaeſty und fert for the 
two clerks, ho Had catfſed tte tioney to 
be given tre fot the fratue of Jupiter and 
iy other things; and having croſfed the 
Stine, 1 took with'me à little baſket, which 
I had from a Hun, 'Feoufini-getmittr of mine, 
it A convent at Florence; good kick I 
took this batktt and not a wallet: T thought 
to dd the buſineſd by day, as it was then 
early, and dick or tare te diſturb ty 
en, nor did T even mind to 
* ie wil me. I came te chte treuer 
_ hvilſe;” who hack the money really before 
hint, arc coe che pieces out actording to- 
the directions of the tnonarch, It appeared 
to mne that! the villain had fecottrfe (eos 
off the Rrtle glied and Renten he- 
cor | think” of, tc delay paying: me 
th& money kill te at might: +1 was by 
no thtans cefective in difigence, but ſent 
for forns of my journeymen to cone to 
ie rag 6 the utmoſt conle-? | 
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my. ed and + plot 10 F 
cirectiy for my own houſe... 1150 
took notice, of ſome of the 8 who 
Were whiſpering to one another 2, but they 
Hg HR the houſe, and ſeem 12 op en 

vn, quite a different ſtreet from tha 


wh hich, Thad 1 . | 15 8 in 5 0 0 haſte 


wy, £+* 


T Was Re at the 95 TN / — 
ä dangerous place, cough) within five hundred 
paces of my own houſe, where if 1 1 ad At 
tempted t to call out, my, 12857 woul d nok 
have been heard by any. | body, in in a; 55 | 
ou 


ment e came to a reſolution: Kein 
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75 Were eager to r Sun l me, I told them 
there v was. nothing to be Won 1 77 a ſoldier 
but his cloak and ſword; theſe 1 was 
reſolved not to reſign tamely, but to de- 
fend them at tlie riſk of my life. Whilſt I 
bravely oppoſed : the villains, I ſeveral times 
opened my arms wide, that'in caſe they had 
been ſet on by the ſervants who ſaw me re- 
ceive the Wee they might have ſome rea- 
ſo n to think I could not have : any ſuch ſum 
about me. The battle did not laſt long, 
for they beg gan gradually to retire; ſome 
of es fads in French, this Italian i: 18 
brave fellow,” he certainly cannot be the 
perſon ive wanted, and even if he be the 
man, he has no ſum of money about kim 
I ſputtered Italian, and dealt my blows. Sith. 
fach befke) that I was near killing fome 
of them; as 1, appeared to be an TP 
lent Frontfigah an, they thought; it moſt likely 

F550 5. +5 ef "onde 
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continued to ſay. modeſtly, and without any 
bort of bullying: or rhodomontade, that, he 
who wanted 4 poſſeſs himſelf of my 
3 and cloak, muſt purchaſe, them Sandy. 11 
began to mend my pace and they followed 
me flowlyz, my. fear thereupon increaſed, 
and I was filled with apprehenſions of fall- 
ing into an ambuſn of other villains, Who 
might ſurround me. But when Igot with- 
in a hundred. paces of my on houſe, 
- mended my pace as faſt as I could; and cried 
out Wü a loudvage: help, help, or Lame 
' of my. young men with long pikes, who made 
an offer to, purſue the fellows that had at- 
tacked me and were ſtill in fight: but I ſtop- 
ped them, ſaying aloud; thoſe four coward- 
y dogs have not been able to take from a 
ſingle man a booty ef a thouſand. gold 
crowns,” the weight of which has almoſt 
broke his arm; let us therefore firſt go and 
lay them up, and then I will attend you 
with my great two-handed Ford, Where 
ever you will. While we were putting uy 
the money, the young men expreſſed great 
- Foncern. for: #5 — Lbgd, bern. e 
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you have too much Gulden in Jour 
on courage, which will bring you one 
day into ſome ſcrape; and make us all 
lament your unhappy: fate. I had a long 
chat with them, and they told me that 


my adverſaries were gone off; ſo we all 
- ſup ped. are and were voy: . 


- ings of fort tüte, which * oroſ. 
perous or adverſe can affect us but for a 
time. Townitis a common ſaying that every 
reverſe of fortune teaches us how to behave 
on another occaſion, but that is not true, 
as the circumſtances which attend each event 
are different; and fuch as would war de 
foreſeen. Jg 0 : 
The next morning I pag the ent Galt 
_ cellar, and cauſed that and other Works to 
D bo forwarded with the utmoſt expedition. 
1 had by this time provided myſelf with ſe- 
veral journey men, as well for ſculpture, as 
for the goldfinith's buſineſs: theſe jourmey- 
men were Italians, French and Germans, 
and ſometimes T had a conſiderable number 
of them. When 1 happened to meet with 
able artiſicers (for J abmoſt every day changed 
en Hicks were molt 


g expert 
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expert and knowing) I hurried them in ſuch 
a manner, that unable to bear the conſtant 
fabour as I did, who had received a happy 
cbniſtitution from nature, they endeavoured 
to reſtore and 2 up their ſpirits by eating 
and drinking: ſome of the Germans who, 
were more Ncilful and knowing than the 
reſt, ſtrove to keep pace with me, but could 
not bear the fatigue; ſo that the attempt 
coſt them their lives. Whilſt T went on with 
the ſilver ſtatue of Jupiter, ſeeiny that Thad . 
plenty of that metal, over and above what 
the ſtatue required, I without the king's 
knowledge, ſet about making a large ſilver 
veſſel with two handles, about a cubit and 
a half high; I had likewiſe. a fancy to caſt | 
in bronze the grand model which I had made 
for the ſilver Jupiter. I immediately began 
this arduous undertaking, which was of 
fuch a nature that I had never attempted | 
any thing of the kind before ; and havin 
entered into a converſation upon the ſubj 55 
with ſome of the old experienced artiſts of 
Paris, T mentioned to them all the methods 
uſed in Italy to bring ſuch a work to bear. 
They told me that they had never made "uſe : 
of that proceſs, but that if I would let them 
take 


rw} 


'SIDLIME i 


Es PREP SY CESO 


take their own way, they wou 1d. Id caſt me | the 
model of bronze as fine and as exact as the 
earthen one. I choſe to make a bargain 
por employing them; and thinking their 
demand moderate, promiſed them ſeveral 
crowns more than they aſked. They ſet 
about the work, but I ſoon perceived that 
they did not take the right method; I there- 
fore began a head of Julius Cæſar, the breaſt 
covered with armour, much bigger than the 
life, which I took from a little model I had 
brou ght with me from Rome, repreſenting 
an antique head of admirable workmanſhip. 
I likewiſe began another head of the = 
ſize, which was the likeneſs of a fine girl 
whom I had at that time in keeping: I gave 
her the name of Fontainebleau, from the 
ſeat which the king had choſen for his fa-. 
vourite reſidence. Having made a 1 ö 
furnace to melt the br onze, = 
ranged and ' baked our x Joby they MTs 
Jupiter, and 1 my two heads, I ſaid to, 
them, it is my, opinion that your Jupiter 
will not come out, as you have not. 
blown enough under it, for the wind tor 
play, ſo that you labour in van. To this 
they anſwered, that in caſe their work did 

Vor. II. G not 


not ſucceed, they would return me the money 
and make good all my expences ; but they 
at the ſame time maintained that the fine 
heads which I wanted to caſt m the Italian 
manner, would never ſucceed according to 
my expectation. There were preſent at this 
diſpute the treaſurers and other gentlemen 
who came to me from the king, and who 
related to his majeſty all that was ſaid and 
done upon the occaſion. The two old 
artiſts, who propoſed caſting the model of 
Jupiter, occaſioned ſome delay in the pre- 
parations for that purpoſe ; they ſaid they 
would gladly adjuſt the two molds of my 
heads, it being impoſſible that they could ſuc- 
ceed according to my proceſs, and it would 
be a thouſand pities that two ſuch fine pieces 
ſhould be ſpoiled. As they had informed 
his majeſty of this, he deſired they would 
endeavour to learn, and not take upon them 
to teach a perſon who was a maſter of the 
buſineſs: they with great laughter and 
-merriment put their work into the mold, 
and I without any ſort of emotion, without 
either laughing or diſcovering any un- 
eaſineſs, put my two heads on each fide 
of the figure of Jupiter : when our metal 
3 | was 
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was thoroughly melted we poured it out 
with great ſatisfaction; the mold of Jupiter 
was thereupon cleverly filled, as were like- 
wiſe thoſe of my two heads at the ſame time: 
the two old artiſts were highly rejoiced, 
while I was very well pleaſed with my ſuc- 
ceſs; in ſhort it was an equal triumph to us 
both that we had been miſtaken with regard 
to our opinion of each others performance. 
They then were in high ſpirits and deſired 
to drink, according to the French practice, 
which I granted and readily entertained them 
with a collation. The next thing they aſked 


me for, was the money I had agreed to 


give them, and what I had promiſed them 
over and above: I anſwered, you have been 
very merry, where I doubt you ſhould haye 
been ſad; for I have taken 1t into con- 
fideration that there has been a greater 
conſumption of metal upon this job than 
ſhould have been, ſo that I am determined 
not to let you have any more money 
till to-morrow morning. The poor men 
began to reflect ſeriouſly on this ſpeech of 
mine, and without making any anſwer re- 
turned home. When they came again in 
the morning, they without any ſtir began 
5 G 2 | to 
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to take the figures out of the molds; and 
becauſe they could not get at their own 
great figure, without firſt taking out my 
two heads, they did fo accordingly, and 
ed them in ſuch a manner that 

appeared to the utmoſt advantage. Soon 
after they ſet up fo loud a cry, that 1 
thought it was a ſhout of joy, and imme- 
diately ran to the workſhop from my own 
chamber, which was at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance: I found them exactly in the attitude 
of thoſe who guarded Chriſt's ſepulchre, 
in ſorrow and aſtoniſhment. I caſt my 
eyes upon the two heads, and ſeeing that 
they made a very good appearance, I was 
partly pleaſed and partly vexed, while 
they excuſed themſelves by ſaying, we have 
4 unfortunate. I anſwered, you have 
. been very fortunate, but you have ſhewn 
little ſkill; if I had but inſtructed you 
with a ſingle word, the figure would have 
come out admirably, which would have been 
greatly to my honour and your advantage: 

but as to my honour I can eaſily find an ex- 
cuſe, you for your parts will gain neither ho- 
. Nour nor profit: therefore another time learn 
to work, and not to banter and make ſport 
of 
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of others. They begged I would take com- 
paſſion upon them, acknowledging that I 
was in the right, and that if I did not ſhew 
them indulgence, in not obliging them to 
make good all that great expence, they muſt 

be reduced to beggary as well as their families. 

My anfwer was, that when the king's trea- 
ſurers patd them what they had been pro- 
miſed, I ſhould fulfil my agreement, for I 
ſaw that they had done their beft. By act- 
ing in this manner I greatly conciliated 
the good graces of the king's treafurers 
and miniſters. A full account of the whole 
affair was given to his majeſty, who was 


ſo generous as to order that I ſhould be 
mak in all wy demands. gas 
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7 he author obtains a grant of naturali WT on 
motu proprio from the king, and is made 
rd of the houſe he refides at, called Pi ccol 
Nell Tbe king pays him another vifit ac- 
3 companied by Madame D'Eftampes, and or- 
. ders him to ſet about ſuperb ornaments ; for | 
. the fine fountain at Fontainebleau—In obedi- 
ence to the ki ng 5 commands he makes two 
beautiful models of the ornaments for the 
Hountain, and ſhews them to bis majeſty— 
1, Deſcription of thoſe ornaments— Remark» 
able converſation between him and the king 
upon this occafion— Madame D'Eftampes 
15 offended with the author for not tak- 
ing notice of ber in any of bis defigns— 
Jo recover her favour he waits upon her, 
intending to make her a preſent of a fine 
. vaſe of ſilver, but is refuſed admittance— 

. He preſents it to the cardinal of Lorraine, 
.._ who behaves moſt generouſly to him He in- 
. wolves himſelf in a ſcrape by turning out of 
. bis houſe a favourite ſervant of Madame 
D' Ejtampes, who had taken up his quarters 


chere 
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there fir ſome 7 e D D'Bltampes 
endeavours to alienate the king from him, 
out the Dauphin free? in his favour. 


: 'U 8 T at this a arrived at court the 

great! Piero Strozzi, who having put the 
king in mind of his letters of naturalization, 
his majeſty gave orders that they ſhould be 
made out directly: he at the ſame time faid, 

Prepare letters of naturalization for Ben- 
venuto lkewiſe,. carry them to his houſe, 
and let him pay no fee whatever. Thoſe 


BH 7 


"the 1 s firſt ſecretaries, whoſe name 
4 was M. Anthony Maſſon. This gentle- 
man put the letters into my Hands with 

many expreſſions of kindneſs from the 
king, and ſaid, his majeſty makes you a 
preſent of theſe to encourage you to ſerve 
him with the greater zeal; they are 
letters of naturalization : he at the ſame 
time told me that letters of the like nature 
had been granted with much ſolicitation, 
and as a great favour to Piero Strozzi; 3 but 
that the king gave me theſe of his own ac- 
2 cord a mark of diſtinction which had never 
| G. 4 ee 
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been ſhewn before to any foreigner i in that 
kingdom. I returned my royal benefactor 
thanks with all poſſible demonſtrations: of 
gratitude, and requeſted the ſecretary to in- 
form me, what thoſe letters of naturalization 
meant. The ſecretary was a very polite, well 
bred man, who ſpoke Italian incompar ably 
well; he firſt laughed heartily, and then re- 
ſuming his gravity, told me in my own lan- 
guage the meaning of letters of naturaliza- 
tion, that it was the higheſt honour that 
could be conferred on a foreigner; and 
ſomething of much greater ubemencs 
than being made a Venetian gentleman. 
Haring quitted me and returned to tho 
is related to his majeſty all that 
= had” "paſſed | between us; the monarch _. 
laughed a good while, and ſaid, he ſhall” 
= know preſently why I ſent him the letters 
_ of Aan aten. Go and make out his 
patent of lord of the caſtle of Nello, which: 
is a part of my demeſne; he will . 121 
this much more eaſily than he did the let- 
=_ ters of naturalization. There came a meſ- 
| # ſenger to me from the king with the above 
| ent, and I was for giving him a gratifica - 
| Hon, but he refuſed 1 it, telling me * 15 
_ a 


» — 
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had his! majeſty's expreſs orders to the con- 
The abovementioned letters of na- 
rabatioeith, together with thoſe of the 
grant of the caſtle, I took with me, when 
returned to Italy; and wherever 1 de 
or wherever J am to finiſh my days, I n 
always endeavour to have them with me. 
I now reſume the thread of my narrative. 
Having upon my hands the works of which. - 
I have already ſpoken, I mean the ſilver 
Jupiter, which was begun, the golden 
ſalt-cellar, the great ſilver vaſe, and the 
two heads of bronze, 1 proceeded with. 
expedition, and gave orders to have a baſis :: 
caſt for the ſtatue of Jupiter: this I cauſed. ;. 
to be made very magnificently of bronze; 
ſet off with a variety of ornaments, 3 
which I carved in baſſo relievo the rape of 
Ganimede, and on the other ſide Leda 7 — 1. 
her ſwan: the latter I caſt in bronze, and 80 
it had ſurpriſing ſucceſs,” I made another of. 
the ſame ſort, intending to place upon it 
the ſtatue of Juno, expecting ſoon to begin 
that likewiſe, if the king furniſhed me HB 4: 
ſilver for ſuch an undertaking. Continu- 
ing to work with the utmoſt aſſiduity, 1 I had... 
Mw completed the ſilver Jupiter, and 
had 
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had alſo caſt the golden ſalt - cellar; the cup 
was very forward, and the two heads of 
bronze were finiſhed : I had likewiſe ex- 
ecuted ſeveral little pieces for the cardinal 
of Ferrara, and moreover, a ſmall ſilver 
vaſe of very rich workmanſhip, which 1 
deſigned as a preſent to Madame D'Eſtam- 
pes: at the ſame time, I had done ſome; jobs 
for ſeveral Italian noblemen; as for: Signor 
Piero Strozzi, the count d' Anguillara, the 
count of Pitigliano, the count of Mirandola, 
and many others. When I was pretty for- 
ward with theſe works for my gracious 
monarch, he returned to Paris, and three 
days after came to my houſe, with a 
number of the chief nobility of his court: 
they all expreſſed great ſurpriſe at my 
being 4 forward with ſo many perfor- 
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| with bo, they began to talk of F ontaine- 
. bleau. The lady obſerved to his majeſty, 
that he ſhould order me to make ſome 
fine ornament for his favourite reſidence : 
the king inſtantly anſwered, what you 
4 ſay is very juſt, I will preſently. deter- 
mine upon ſomething handſome for him 
to execute: then turning to me, he asked 
Bren me, 


— 
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me, what 1 thought would be a proper 
ornament for that charming fountain. 1 
propoſed ſome of my fancies; his majeſty 
Iikewiſe told his opinion: he mentioned 
at the ſame time, that he intended going 
to take his pleaſure for fifteen or twenty 
days at St. Germain en Laye, which' was 
twelve leagues diſtant from Paris, deſiring 
that I would in the mean while make 
a model for his ſeat at Fontainebleau, with 
the fineſt inventions I could think of, that 
being the moſt delightful place of recrea- 
tion in his whole kingdom; he conclud- 
ed with ordering me to exert my utmoſt 
efforts to produce ſomething maſterly; I 
promiſed to do my beſt. The king ſeeing 
ſuch a number of works ſo far advanced, 
faid to Madame D'Eſtampes, I never ktiew 
a man in his way that pleaſed me more, 
or that deſerved to be more encouraged ; 
wie muſt endeayour to keep him here, he 
ſpends a great deal of money, is a good 
companion, and works hard. I am in- 
deed under a neceſſity of thinking of him 
myſelf, for in all the times that he has 
been with me, or that J have been here, he 
Has never asked any thing; his mind 
N | ſeems 
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ſeems to be entirely taken up with his bu- 
ſineſs; I muſt confer ſome favour on the 
man, for fear of loſing him. Madame 
D'Eſtampes replied, I will take care to put 
you in mind. They went away, and 1 
proceeded with the utmoſt expedition in 
the works I had begun; at the fame time 
F ſet about the model of a fountain, and 
uſed all 2 err in dne it to „ e 
tion. Y 
In about: for weeks the king returned 
to Paris, and I, who had worked night 
and day, waited on his majeſty with my 
model; the figures were fo elegant that it 
was a very eaſy matter to underſtand the 
deſign. The fatal diſputes between the 
king of France and the emperor being 
already renewed, I found him very penſive; 
and therefore addreſſed myſelf to the car- 
dinal of Ferrara, telling him, that I had 
brought, ſome models, which the king had 
employed me to make; and I requeſted 
him to take the firſt opportunity of 
mentioning - them to his majeſty, as I 
was inclined to think they would afford 
him pleaſure. The cardinal complied with 
_ queſt and ſpoke of the models to the 

king, 
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king, who quickly ret a0 /the, plack 


where I kept them. 
Firſt of al I had deägnes the palace gate 
of Fontainebleau; and made as little altera- 
tion as poſſible in the form of it, which; 
according to the whimſical taſte of the 
French, ſeemed to be an odd mixture of 
greatneſs. and littleneſs ; for its dimenſion 
was almoſt ſquare, with a ſemicircle over it 
bent like che handle of a baſket, in which 
the king was deſirous of having a figure to 
repreſent Fontainebleau. I gave a beauti- 
ful proportion to the gate, and over it I 
| ou an exact ſemicircle, with ſome agree- 
able projectures on each ſide; inſtead of 
two pillars which the order of architecture 
ſeemed to require for their ſupport, I placed 
two ſatyrs: one of theſe, ſomething; above 
half rehevo, appeared to ſuſtain with one 
arm that part of the pile which touched 
the columns; in the other it held a large 
maſſive club; the countenance was ſo ſtern 
and fierce as to ſtrike terror into the be- 
holders: the other ſatyr had the ſame 
attitude, but differed from the former in 
the head, and ſome other parts; it held 
in its 8 hand. A wp, with three balls faſtened 


to 
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to certain chains. Though I call theſe fi- 
gures ſatyrs, they had nothing in common 
with thoſe ſylvan gods, but certain little 
horns and heads, reſembling that of a goat; 
in all other reſpects they were of the human 
form. In the ſame circle I repreſented a 
female figure in a reclining attitude, 
with her left arm upon the neck of a hart, 
which was a device of the king's; on one 
ſide of her I deſigned in half relief, little 
goats, boars, and other wild'beaſts; and on 
the other, in ſtronger relief, - greyhounds, 
and other dogs of different ſorts, ſuch as 
are to be ſeen in the delightful wood where 
the fountain riſes. I drew the whole plan 
in an oblong form, and at each corner I 
deſigned a victory in baſſo relievo, holding 
little torches in their hands, as they are re- 
preſented by the ancients. On the top 1 
placed the figure of a ſalamander, the king's 
own emblem, with ſeveral other ornaments 
pleaſing to the eye, and adapted to the 
mature of the work, nn was of the Ionic 
nder. 3 
The acht of, this W raiſed the 
ag s ſpirits, and diverted him from that 
* converſation in which he had 
been 


been engaged above two hours. Finding 
him in this good humour, I ſhewed him 
two other models, which he little ex- 
pected, for he imagined he had ſeen in- 
genuity enough in the firſt. This model 
was above two cubits in ſize; it repreſented 
a fountain in the form of a compleat ſquare, 
with fine ſteps round it, which interſected 
each other; a thing almoſt unexampled in 
any country whatever. In the midſt of 
this fountain I placed a ſolid piece, which 
roſe a little above its brim, and upon it I 
placed a naked figure of a moſt graceful 
ſhape: this had a broken lance in its right 
hand, raiſed aloft in the air, and the left it 
kept upon the handle of a ſcymitar, the form 
of which was exceeding beautiful; it reſted 
upon the left foot, and held the right upon 
the creſt of a helmet, the workmanſhip of 
which was the richeſt and moſt elegant 
that could be conceived: at the four ſides 
of the fountain, I had deſigned a high raiſed 
figure, ſeated; with many pretty devices and 
ornaments to each. The king began to 
interrogate me about the fancy of this ele- 
gant: work, telling me, that he had himſelf 
Is ans "_ whole plan of the gate, 
without 
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without asking a ſingle queſtion ; but as 
for my preſent deſign, though it appeared. 
to him exceeding beautiful, he could not ſo 
much as form a conjecture concerning its 
meaning: he added, that he was very ſure 
I had not done like ſome fooliſh artiſts, 
who though they produced works which 
had ſome beauty and elegance in them, 
were notwithſtanding void of fignifica- 
tion ; as I had had the good luck to pleaſe 
his majeſty by my performance, I prepar- 
ed to give him a ſecond pleaſure by my 
explanation of it, which was couched in 
the following words: May it pleaſe your 

majeſty, this little work was defigned in 
ſmall meaſure, but when it is carried into 
execution, there will be the ſame ſymmetry 
and exactneſs in great, as in miniature. 
That figure in the middle is of fifty-four 
feet. When I ſpoke thus, the king appear- 
ed to be greatly ſurpriſed. Next, continued 
I, is repreſented the god Mars; thoſe other 
four figures are made for the virtues, in 
which your majeſty ſo highly delights, and 
which you ſo much favour. The figure 
upon the right hand is the emblem of c- 


ence: 9 its ſymbol, that denotes phi- 
loſophy 
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| loſophy with all its train of attendant vir- 
tues; that other ſignifies the art of deſign- 
ing, which comprizes ſculpture, painting, 
and architecture. That next figure repre- 
ſents muſic, a proper companion for all 
the other ſciences. That there which ap- 
pears ſo kind and courteous, is intended 
for Uberality, ſince without her aid none of 
thoſe virtues or talents given us by the Al- 
mighty, can ever become conſpicuous. The 
great ſtatue in the middle repreſents your 
majeſty, who are the Mars of this age, the 


only valiant: prince in the wor Id; a prince who. | 


exerts that valour in ſupporting and aſſert - 
ing the glory of his crown. Scarce had he 
thepatienceto hear me out, when he exclaim- 

ed aloud, I have at laſt found a man after my 
own heart. He immediately ſent for his 
treaſurer, and ordered him to ſupply me 
with whatever I required, however great 
the expence. He then clapped me on the 
ſhoulder, and ſaid to me in French, non 
ami, my friend, I do not know which plea- 
ſure is the greateſt, that of a prince who 
meets with a man after his own heart, or 
that of the artiſt who finds a prince that 
gives him all the encouragement neceſſary 

Vol. II. H to 
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to. carry his great and. ſublime ideas into 
execution. I made an ver, that if I was 
the artiſt meant by his majeſty, the happi- 
neſs was entirely on my fide, He anſwered 

laughing: let us then reckon. * — 
both ſides. © 
I left the monarch in "kak 1 and 
returned,” to my work. It happened un- 
luckily for me, that I had not been appriz- 
ge ſame. farce with Madame 
D'Eftampes, Who having in the evening 
heard all that paſſed from the king himſelf, 
conceived ſo deep a reſentment at the ne- 
gleck, that ſhe ſaid with the utmoſt indig- 
nation: if Benvenuto had ſhewed, me his 
fine works, I ſhould have had reaſon to re- 
member him at the proper time. The 
king endeavoured to excuſe. me, but with- 
out ſucces. Having received this informa- 
tion about a fortnight after, when the court, 
after making a tour to Normandy, was 
returned to St. Germain en Laye, I took with 
me the fine piece of plate which I had wrought 
at the deſire of Madame D'Eſtampes herſelf, 
in hopes that by making her a preſent of it, 
I might recover her good graces : according- 
ly. 1 carried. it * 00 her, and having men- 
tioned 
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pong my intention to her waiting wo- 
ſhewed her the cup which I pro- 
— Preſenting to her lady: ſhe receiv- 
ed me in the kindeſt manner imaginable, 
_ and ſaid ſhe would juſt ſpeak a word to 
Madame D'Eftampes, who was not yet 
dreſſed, but that as ſoon as ever ſhe had 
apprized her of my coming, ſhe would in- 
troduce me. Upon acquainting her lady 
with my arrival, and the preſent I had 
brought, the latter anſwered in a paſſion, 
tell him to wait. Having heard this, 1 
armed myſelf with patience, and continued 
in ſuſpenſe till ſhe was going to dinner; 
perceiving that it grew late, hunger pro- 
voked me to ſuch a degree, that unable 
to reſiſt its cravings any longer, I gave 
the lady a hearty curſe, and going di- 
rectly to the cardinal of Lorraine, made 
him a preſent of the cup, begging he 
would ſtand my friend with the king, 
and prevent me from being deprived 
of his good graces. He made ariſwer, 
that I did not want a friend at court, 
and in caſe I did, he would have ef- 
pouſed my cauſe without being ſolicited: 


then calling to his ſteward, he whiſpered 
. ſomething 
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ſomething. in his ear. The ſteward having 
waited, till I had quitted the cardinal's pre- 
ſence, ſaid to me, Benvenuto, come this 
way, and I will treat you with a bottle 
of good wine. As I was not well aware of 
his meaning, I made anſwer, for God's 
ſake, good Mr. Steward, do but give me a 
ſingle glaſs of wine, and a bit of bread, for 
I am ready to fink for want of ſuſtenance, 
J have waited faſting ſince the morning 
early at Madame D'Eſtampes's-'door, with 
an intention to make her a preſent of that 
fine gilt cup; and when I ſent her word 
that I was there, ſhe ordered me to be told 


to wait: at preſent hunger attacks me, 


and I find my powers begin to fail; ſo 
as it: was God's will, I have beſtowed my 
property and my work on one that de- 
ſerved it much better, and all I deſire of you 
is to give me ſomething to eat; as I am of a 


temper rather impatient, and hunger pinches 


me to ſuch a degree that I am almoſt ready 


to faint. Whilſt I uttered theſe words with 


great difficulty, a ſervant brought in ſome 
excellent wine and other delicacies for a 
collation ; I refreſhed myſelf very well, 
and having recruited my ſpirits thorough- 


0 
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"oy my peeviſnneſs and impatience ſub- 
ſided. The worthy ſteward having put 
into my hands a hundred gold crowns; 
I declined accepting them on any aecount; 
upon this he went and told the cardinal, 
who reprimanded him very ſeverely, and 
commanded him to force them upon me, 
or not appear again in his preſence. The 
ſteward came back highly offended, declar- 
ing that the cardinal had never rated him 
ſo before; he then endeavoured to perſuade 
me to accept of his maſter's bounty; and 
upon my making ſome reſiſtance, he ſaid 
in a paſſion, that he would compel me to 
take the money. I at length accepted it, 


and propoſed going to return the cardinal 


thanks; but he gave me to underſtand by 
one of his ſecretaries, that whenever he had 
it in his power to befriend me, he ſhould 


do it with pleaſure, I returned to Paris 


the ſame evening: the king was informed 
of all that had paſſed, and Madame D'Eſ- 
tampes was very much rallied upon the 
occaſion; but this only increaſed her reſent- 
ment againſt me, whence my life was after- 
wards in danger, as the reader ſhall be in- 


formed in due time. 1 
5 I ſhould 
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4 ſhould however firſt take notice of my 

der asquired the friendſhip of one of 
the moſt learned; and moſt amiable acquain- 
tances that I ever had in my life: this 
was Signor Guido Guidi, an excellent phy- 
ſician, and eminent citizen of Florence; 
on account of the calamities in which 
adverſe. fortune had involved me, I 
deferred ſpeaking of him before, but I 
thought that neglect excuſable, as he was 
always next my heart. Having afterwards 
taken it into conſideration, that my life 


was never agreeable without him, I have 


inſerted an account of him amidſt that of 
my greateſt croſſes, that as he conſtantly 
comforted and aſſiſted me, I may in this 
narrative dwell upon the remembrance of 
the happineſs I enjoyed in his friendſhip. 
Signor Guido Guidi came to Paris 
white I reſided in that capital: upon our - 
firſt acquaintance I conducted him to my 
caſtle, and aſſigned him an apartment 
in it, ſo that we enjoyed each others 
company ſeveral years. Thither alſo 
came the biſhop of Pavia, Monſignor de 
Rofli, brother to the count of St. Secon- 
do: I made this prelate leave his inn, and 

| took 
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took him with me to my caſtle, where I 
gave him an apartment, in which. he was 
handſomely accommodated, with all his re- 
tinue, — ſeveral months. Upon ano- 
ther occaſion I accommodated Signor Luigi 
Alamanni and his ſons for ſome months; 
and the Almighty was ſo favourable to 
me, as to put it into my power to 
ſerve ſome Other perſons of diſtinction 
and men of genius. I enjoyed the friend- 
| ſhip of Signor Guido as many years as I 
reſided at the caſtle, and we often boaſted 
to each other, that we had acquired ſome im- 
provement in our reſpective profeſſions at the 
expence of the great and munificent king, 
who had invited us to his capital. I can 
ſay with truth, that if I have any repu- 
tation, or have ever produced works 
deſerving of notice, it was owing to. the 
encouragement of that generaus monarch. | 
I therefore reſume the thread of my narra- 
tive concerning him, and the great works 
in which I was employed by his majeſty. 
My caſtle had a tenpie-courr, from which 
| that I uſed it for „ there were 
many habitations in it, occupied by ſeveral 
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men of different. trades, amongſt whom 
there was an excellent printer: almoſt his 
whole ſhop was within the precincts of my 
caſtle, and it was he that firſt printed the 
excellent medical treatiſe publiſned by Sig" 
nor Guido. As I had occaſion. for the ſhop, 
I made him quit. it, but not without ſome: 
difficulty. There was likewiſe in the ſame 
place, a perſon who made gun- powder; 
1 wanted the habitation, he occupied, for 
ſome of my Ger:nan artiſts; but the pow der- 

maker would upon no account diſlodge, 
though I ſeveral times civilly defired him 
to let me have the apartment, which 
Was really neceſſary for ſome of my men, 
employed in the king's ſervice. The 

more humble my remonſtrances, the more 
inſolently the brute anſwered me; at laſt 


I allowed him three days to remove; but by 


he laughed, and told me that he would 
begin to think of it in about three years. 
1 did not know at firſt that this fellow 
was a domeſtic of Madame DEſtampes; 
and if it had not been that thę above af- 
fair between that lady and myſelf had 
made me particularly cautious, I ſhould 
inſtantly have diſlodged. him; but I thought 
| it 
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it adviſable to have patience for the three 
days: theſe being expired, I took with 
me ſeveral armed men, Germans, Italians 
and French, as likewiſe ſome menial ſer- 
vants, who in a ſhort time cleared the 
houſe and threw all he had in it into 
the ſtreets. 1 treated him with this par- 
ticular rigour, becauſe he had told me 
that he did not think any Italian had the 
courage to move the leaſt thing belonging 
to him out of its place: in conſequence of 
his having made ſuch a boaſt I behaved to 
him in that manner; and then ſaid to him, 


I am the leaſt of all the Italians, but I have 
done nothing to you yet, in compariſon of 
what I find myſelf diſpoſed to do, and what 


I certainly ſhall perform if you ſpeak ano- | 


ther word; with many more angry and 


menacing expreſſions, The man in the ut- 
moſt terror and aſtoniſhment gathered up 
his effects the beſt he could, and ran to 1 


Madame D' Eſtampes, to whom he gave a 
moſt terrible account of the whole tranſac- 


tion: that grand enemy of mine, an e- 
nemy the more dangerous in proportion 


to her greater influence and credit, repre- 


ſented the affair in the worſt light to his 


majeſty. 
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mazeſty, The monarch, as I have been in- 
formed, flew into a violent paſſion, and was 
upon the point of giving very ſevere orders 
againſt me; but as his ſon Henry the Dau- 
phin, now king of France had received many 
affronts from that preſumptuous lady, which 
had been alſo the caſe of the queen of 
Navatre, ſiſter to king Francis, they both 
eſpouſed my cauſe fo warmly, that the king 
turned the whole affair into ridicule; ſo that 
with the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, I had a 
fair eſcape at _ critical FO ert 


c HA. 
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Madenc D Efbampes encourages Pri materi 
otherwiſe called Bologna the painter, to for- 
ment and rival the author. — He is entangled 


2 Aa froubjeſome Jaw-ſuit- by a perſon 40 0 


be had turned out of his apartments at Piccol 

Nell Deſeri prion of the French courts of 
juſtic. I be author finding himſelf very 
| 5 perſecuted and diſtreſſed by the chic- 
anery and delays of the law; puts an end to 
the ſuit by his eme which greatly intimi- 
dates his adverſaries—Account of his four 
men fervants and his maid Cutherin. One 
of the four, a hypocritical pretender to de- 
votion, betrays his maſter by lying with Ca- 
therine He is caught in the fact by Cellini, 
who turns Catherine and her mother out of 
aoors——Catherine in revenge accuſes Cellini 
of having committed an unnatural crime 
with her——The author's anxiety under this 
proſecution—He recovers his ſpirits, and 
having boldly vindicated his character and 
pleaded his own cauſe before his judges, 1s 
honourably acqui tted, 


APTER 
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| FTER I had thus got rid of my 
F renchman, I found myſelf obliged 


to proceed in the ſame manner with ano: 


ther tradeſman, but did not. demoliſh the 
houſe, I only cauſed the goods to be thrown 
out of the window. This provoked Ma- 
dame D'Eſtampes ſo highly, that ſhe ſaid 
to the king, I believe this devil of a fellow. 
will one day ranſack the city of Paris. The 
king anſwered in a paſſion that I did very 
right in ridding myſelf of a rabble, which 
would have prevented me from executing 
his orders. The fury of this cruel woman 


riſing every day to a higher pitch, ſhe ſent 
for a certain painter, who lived occaſionally 


at Fontainebleau the king's place of reſi- 
dence; ;. this 1 was an Italian and a 


native of Bologna, by which name he was 


univerſally known, but his real name was 


Francis Primaticco. Madame D Eſtampes 


bid him apply to the king for the work 
which he had reſolved to put into my hands, 
and ſaid ſne would ſecond him to the utmoſt 
of her power: this was agreed upon between 
them. Bologna was highly rejoiced, look - 
ing upon himſelf as ſure of ſucceſs, though 
* buſineſs was quite out of the ſphere of 

his 
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his profeſſion.” But as he was maſter of the | 


art of deſigning, and had agreed with cer- 


tain workmen, who had learned their buſi- 
neſs under Roſſo, our celebrated painter of 
Florence, who muſt be acknowledged to have 


been a man of great genius; and as Bologna 
himſelf in whatever he had produced of any 
degree of merit, had followed the excellent 
manner of that Roſſo, who was at this time 
no more; theſe very plauſible reaſons had 


ſuch weight, being backed by Madame 
P Eſtampes, and conſpiring with the conti- 


nual dinning in the king's ears day and night, 
either by Bologna or the lady, that this great 
prince at laſt began to liſten to their ſuggeſ- 


tions. They ſaid to him, how 1s it poſſible 
that your ſacred majeſty can employ Benve- 


nuto to make you twelve ſtatues of ſilver, 
when he has not yet finiſhed one? If you 


engage him in ſo great an undertaking, you 
muſt reſolve to give up the other plans which 
you are ſo much bent upon, becauſe a hun- 
dred men of firſt-rate talents would be un- 
able to finiſh all the great works which 
this ene enterpriſing genius has taken in 
hand. It is obvious at the ſame time, that 


he exerts himſelf too much, andi is indefa- 


tigable 
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tigable in his buſineſs, which may very 
probably be the cauſe of your lofing both 
him and the works he is employed in. 
 Fheſe and many other arguments of the 
like ſort, by being urged at a proper time, 
produced their effect upon the mind of the 
king, ſo that he coined with their de- 
fires ; and yet he had not hitherto ſeen any 
deſigns or models by the faid Bologna. 

' Juſt at this very — the ſecond perſon 
whom I had driven out of the precincts of my 
caſtle, had commeneed a law-ſuit againſt me 
at Paris, affirming that I had robbed him 

of ſeveral of his effects at the time that I 
had made him diſlodge: this ſuit occafion- 
ed me a great deal of trouble, and took up 
ſo much of my time, that I was frequently 
upon the point of forming a deſperate refo- 
lution to quit the kingdom. It is cuſto- 
mary in France to make the moſt of a ſuit 
which they commence with a foreigner, or 
with any other perſon who is not uſed to 
law-tranſactions ; as ſoon as they have any. 
advantage in the proceſs, they find means 
to ſell it to certain perſons, who make 
a trade of buying law-ſuits. There is 


another villainous practice which is ge- 
neral 
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neral with the Normans, I mean that 
of bearing falſe witneſs, ſo that thoſe 
who purchaſe the ſuit, immediately in- 
ſtruct — or ſix of theſe witneſſes, as there 
happens to be occaſion: by ſuch means, 
if tdeir adverſary cannot produce an 
equal number to contradict and deſtroy 
their evidence, and happens to be ignorant 
of the cuſtom of the country, he is 
ſure to have a decree given againſt dim. 
Both theſe accidents. having happened to 
me; I thought the proceeding highly diſ- 
honouzable: I therefore made my ap- 
Pearance in the great hall of the Palais at 
Paxis, in order to plead my own cauſe; 
where I fa the king's lieutenant. for, civil 
affairs, ſeated upon a grand tribunal. This 
man was. tall, corpulent, and had a moſt 
auſtere countenance : on one fide he was 
ſurrounded with a multitude of people; 
and: on the — with numbers of. at- 
tornies and counſellors, all ranged in or- 
der upon the right and left; others came 
one by one, and ſeverally opened their 
cauſes before the judge. I obſerved: that 
the counſollors who ſtood. on ons. fide, 
ſometimes; ſpoke all. together, TO my 


great 
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great ſurpriſe this extraordinary magiſtrate; 
with the true countenance of a Pluto, 
. ſeemed by his attitude to liſten now to 
one, now to another, and conſtantly - an- 
ſwered with the utmoſt propriety : 

I always took great pleaſure in ſeeing x 
and contemplating the efforts of genius, 
of what nature ſoever, this appeared to 
me ſo wonderful, that I would not have 
miſſed ſeeing it for any conſideration. 
As the hall was of a prodigious extent, 
and filled with a great multitude of 
perſons, particular care was taken that 
none ſhould enter, but ſuch as came about 


buſineſs; ſo the door was kept locked, and 


the avenues were guarded by door-keepers: 
theſe men, in oppoſing thoſe who were 
for forcing in, made ſometimes ſuch a 
noiſe, that the judge reprimanded them 
very ſeverely. I ſtooped down ſeveral times 
to obſerve what paſſed ; the words which 
I heard the judge utter, upon ſeeing two 
gentlemen who wanted to hear the trial, 
- and 'whom the porter was endeavour- 
ing to keep out, were theſe, be quiet, 
be quiet, Satan, get hence, and leave off 
diſturbing us: the terms in French were, 

pat. = 


| paix, paix, Satan, allex, pai 4 1g 
had by this time thoroughly learnt the 


x 


French language, upon hearing theſe 
words, I recollected what Dante faid, 
when he with his maſter Virgil entered 
the gates of hell: for Dante and Giotto 
the painter were together in France, and' 
viſited Paris with particular attention, where 
the court of juſtice may be conſidered as 
hell. Hence it 1s that Dante, who was like- 
wiſe perfe& maſter of the French, made 
uſe of that expreſſion; and I have often 
been ſurpriſed, that it was never underſtood 
in that ſenſe; ſo that I cannot help think- 
ing, that the commentators on this au- 
thor have often made him ſay things which 
he never ſo much as dreamed of. LION 

To return to my ſuit : I found that when 
there was no redreſs to be expected from 
the law, I had recourſe to a long ſword, which 
I had by me, for I was always particularly 
careful to be provided with good arms: the 
firſt that I attacked was the perſon who 
commenced that unjuſt and vexatious ſuit; 
and one day I gave him fo many wounds 
upon the legs and arms, taking care how- 

"Og II. ö ever 
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ever not to kill him, that I deprived him of 
the uſe of both his legs. I then fell upon 
the other who had bought the cauſe, and 
treated him in ſuch a manner, as quickly 
cauſed a ſtop to be put to the proceedings ; 
for this and every other ſucceſs, I returned 
thanks to the ſupreme being, and began to 
conceive hopes that I ſhould be for ſome 
time unmoleſted. I earneſtly entreated my 
young journeymen, eſpecially the Italians, 
to be attentive to their buſineſs, and to 
work hard for a time, till I could finiſh 
the works I had undertaken; for I propoſed 
to return to Italy, as ſoon as ever they were 
completed, not being able any longer to 
bear the villainy of the French; at the 
ſame time ſeriouſly conſidering that if the 
monarch ſhould once happen to be angry 
with me, I might probably meet with ſevere 
treatment for having revenged myſelf in 
the manner I had done. Theſe Italian 
journeymen were as follow: the firſt and 
moſt in my favour was Aſcanio, born in the 
kingdom of Naples, at a place called Tag- 
liacozzo: the ſecond was Paolo Romano, 


a Parten of mean birth, who did not ſo 
5 much 
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much as know his own father; theſe two 
I had brought from Rome, where they _ 
had lived with me: the third was likewiſe 
a Roman, who came from Italy, on pur- 
poſe to enter into my ſervice; his name 


Was alſo Paolo, and he was ſon to a poor 


Roman gentleman of the Maccherani 
family ; this young man had made but 
little proficiency in the buſineſs, but he 
was brave, and an excellent ſwordſman: 
the fourth journeyman, was a native of 
Ferrara, whoſe name was Bartholomew 
Chioccia: the fifth was a Florentine, 
named Paolo Micceri; who had a bro- 
ther, ſurnamed Gatta, a very able clerk, 
but. guilty of extravagance, when he 
managed the buſineſs for Tommaſo Gua- 
dagni, a rich merchant; he afterwards 
kept my books, which contained. my ac- 
counts with his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 
and others by whom I was employed. 
Paolo Micceri having learnt his brother's 
- method of book-keeping, continued to 
follow it, and I allowed him a good falary ; 
he appeared to me to be a very pious 
youth, and diſcovered a great turn to de- 


votion, ſometimes ſinging pſalms, ſome- 
12 times 
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times telling his beads, ſo. that I conceiv- 
ed great hopes from ſuch an appearance 
of virtue. I therefore. called him aſide, 
and ſpoke to him thus: my dear friend 
Paolo, you ſee how happily you are ſettled 
with me, and may remember you were 
before out of buſineſs; you are a Floren- 
tine, which makes me confide in you ; 
and what gives me high ſatisfaction, is to 
ſee you ſo devout, and fo regular in all acts 
of religion. I therefore make it my re- 
queſt to you, that you would give your at- 
tention. to two things, in which I am in a 
particular manner concerned, one is, that 
you would carefully watch over my pro- 
perty, and be always upon your guard to 
prevent any body from meddling with it, 
as likewiſe that you avoid touching it 
yourſelf. At the ſame time you ſee the 
poor girl Catherine, whom I keep in the 
houſe chiefly on account of my buſineſs, 
and without whom it would be impoſſi- 
ble for me to conduct it: as I am not free 
from human frailties, I make uſe of her in 
my carnal pleafures; yet ſhe may, very 
poſſibly, ſome time or other, prove with 


child by another perſon, an injury which 
I — 
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I ſhould never be able to forgive. If any 
perſon in this houſe were to be guilty of 
ſuch an action, I verily believe I ſhould be 
the death both of him and her : therefore, 
my dear friend, I beg you will aſſiſt me; 
and if any thing of the kind happens, 
immediately give me notice, for I mean at 
once to wreak my vengeance upon her and 
her mother, and upon the perſon that at- 
tempts the outrage; let me entreat you 
then to keep a good look out. The vil- 
lain thereupon made the ſign of the croſs, 
and exclaimed : O bleſſed Jeſus ! God for- 
bid that ever I ſhould think of ſuch a thing: 
firſt I am not at all given to ſuch vile 
practices; and then can I be ignorant of 
my obligations to you? Hearing him utter 
theſe words with the ſimple, unaffected 
geſtures of one that ſpoke as he thought, 
in ſhort, of one that had a real affection 
for me; I was credulous enough to think 


. he expreſſed his real ſentiments. Soon af- 


ter this diſcourſe, came a holiday, when 
Signor Mattio del Naſaro, who was alſo 
an Italian, in the king's ſervice, and a very 
able man in our buſineſs, invited me with 
* young fellows to an entertainment in his 
F 7 garden ; 
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garden: I propoſed to go thither, and 
deſired Paolo to join us, and take ſhare 
of the diverſions, as I thought the trou- 
bleſome affair of the law-ſuit was pretty 
well over. The young man made anſwer, 
that it would be very wrong to leave the 
. houſe without any body to look after it; 

do but conſider, ſaid he, how much gold, 
filver, and jewels you have here; in 
a city which ſwarms with | thieves, we 
ſhould be watchful both night and day; 

whilſt I guard the houſe, I will fay my 
prayers ; ſo go, take your recreation, with» 
out being under any apprehenſions; the next 
time the office muſt be done by another, 


I Thus in a perfect compoſure of mind, I ſet 


out with Paolo, Aſcanio, and Chioccia : 
we went together to the garden to ſo- 
lace ourſelves, and there paſſed a great 
pare of the day very merrily. 

When evening began to approach, 1 grew 
uneaſy and could not help thinking of the 
words of my hypocritical rogue of a ſervant, 
and the air of counterfeit integrity with 
which he uttered them, I mounted a horſe- 
back, and with two of my young fellows re- 
turned to the caſtle, where I was very near 

furprizing 
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ſurprizing Paolo and Catherine in \ tha very 
act: no ſooner was I arrived, but the old 


French bawd of a mother cried out with a 
loud voice, Paolo, Catherine, your maſter is 
come back. They appeared quite terrified, 
and in a diſorderly diſhabille, and ſeemed 
neither to know what they were faying, 


or where they were going; from whence 1 


concluded what they had been doing. Anger 


having now quite deprived me of my reaſon, 
I laid hand to my ſword with a reſolution 
to deſtroy them both : one betook himſelf 


to flight; the other fell upon her knees and 


implored compaſſion. I weationd to diſpatch 
the man firſt, but not being able to come 
up with him immediately, I in the mean 


time reflected ſeriouſly, and thinking better 


of what I was about, concluded that it 
would be moſt adviſable to turn them both 
off; becauſe as I had lately done fo many 
things that expoſed me to cenſure, my life 
would certainly have been in danger had I 


added this to the reſt. - I ſaid therefore 


to Paolo, villain, had I ſeen what I ſuſpect 
you of having committed, I ſhould have 
pierced your body ten times with this 


word; be Lone, from fr. houſe directly, 
1 * 4 and 


£ 
# 
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and let me have no more of your hypo- 
critical canting: I then turned the mo- 
ther and daughter out of doors, with many 
kicks and blows, They formed, however, 
a reſolution to revenge this treatment; and 
upon their adviſing with a Norman lawyer, 
he directed Catherine to ſay that I had had 
carnal knowledge of her after the Italian 
manner, that is in a way contrary to na- 
ture; as ſoon as this Italian, continued he, 
| hears ſuch an accuſation, he will be ſenſible 
of the dangerous conſequences of it, and 
gladly give you ſeveral hundred crowns to 
ſtop your mouths ; for he cannot be 1gno- 
rant how ſeverely that crime is puniſhed in 
France: they therefore agreed to put this 
deſign in execution, They laid their ac- 
cuſation, and I was cited to appear; ſo 
that the more I ſought for peace and quiet, 
the more I was involved in trouble and 
perplexity. Being every day perſecuted 
by fortune a variety of ways, I began to 
deliberate what courſe I ſhould take, whe- 
ther I ſhould go my ways in God's name 
and leave France for ever, or make a defence 
and patiently wait the event. After having 
been ſome time ed with trouble and 
anxiety, 
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anxiety, I at laſt reſolved to decamp, and 
no longer tempt adverſe fortune. which 
had ſo cruelly perſecuted me. Having 
fixed my reſolution, and concerted the beſt 
meaſures poſſible, to ſecure ſuch effects as 
I could not carry with me, I took all that 
were portable, or gave them in charge to 
my ſervants, though it was not without ex- 
treme regret that I ſaw myſelf obliged to 
adopt ſuch a method. I had ſtayed awhile 
alone in my cloſet, becauſe when my young 

men adviſed me to go in God's name, I 
told them it was proper I ſhould deliberate 
a little by myſelf : though I was at the ſame 
time ſenſible that what they ſaid was in the 
main very prudent, for I knew that when 
once I was out of ſight, and had given the fu- 
ry of my enemies time to evaporate, I ſhould 
be much better able to vindicate my conduct 
to the king, and convince him by letter that 
a wicked plot had been laid againſt me by 
the envy and malice of my enemies. Thus 
was I confirmed in my purpoſe; but upon 
attempting to move, I found myſelf ſeized 
by the ſhoulder, and when I turned about, 
an inſpiriting voice ſaid to me, Benvenuto, 
act as * were wont, and fear nothing. I 
then 
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then formed a plan quite different from 
the former, and ſaid to my young Italians ; 
arm yourſelves well, my boys, come along 
with me, and obey my commands, for 1 
am determined to appear; if I were to leave 
the kingdom, your ruin would quickly en- 
ſue: ſo follow and obey me. The young 
fellows ſaid to one another, ſince we are 
here, and ſubſiſt through his means, we 
ſhould go With him, and as long as we 
have life, aſſiſt him in all his undertakings, 
for nothing can be more juſt than his obſer- 
vation, that if he were once out: of the 
kingdom, his enemies would ſoon find means 
to drive us from hence. Let us but ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the great and important works 
that are already begun, we could never think 
of finiſhing them without him, and his 
enemies would not fail to give out that he 


2 went off, becauſe he deſpaired of being 


able to bring them to a concluſion : with 
a great deal more to the ſame purpoſe. 
The young.Roman de Maccherani was the 
firſt to encourage the reſt ; and he called in 
ſeveral of the Germans and French, who 
were well affected to me, making a corps 
of ten in all: with theſe I ſet out fully de- 

termined 
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termined not 1 to ſuffer 12 to be impri- 
ſoned. 

When I came into the pr eſence of the 
judges I ſaw Catherine and her mother in 
court, and ſurprized them juſt as they 
were laughing and whiſpering to their 
lawyer : I entered the hall and boldly 
called to the judge, a very corpulent man, 
who was ſeated upon a bench very high 
above the reſt; of him I defired to know 
what I was ſummoned for : the ſtern ma- 
giſtrate finding that I ſpoke in ſuch a man- 
ner, ſaid to me in a low voice: though 
your name is Benvenuto (welcome), you 
will find that you came very unluckily 
upon this occaſion. I heard what he ſaid, 
and repeated my firſt demand, aſking him 
what I was ſent for, and deſiring him to 
diſpatch the affair. The judge thereup- 
on turned about to Catherine, and ſaid, 
young woman, declare before the court 
all that, has paſſed between you and Ben- 
venuto. The girl thereupon affirmed, that 
I had enjoyed her after the Italian man- 
ner. The judge then addreſſing himſelf 
to me ſaid, Benvenuto, do you hear what 


the woman depoſes ? I made anſwer that if 
I had 
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I had enjoyed her after the Italian manner, 
I did it only to get her with child, accord- 
ing to their own practice. The judge 
replied, her meaning is that you enjoyed 
her in ſuch a manner, as made it impoſſi- 
ble for her to be pregnant. I then ſaid, 
that this was not the Italian manner, but 


might be more properly called that of the 


French, ſince he was acquainted with it, 
and I was not; therefore I inſiſted upon 
her telling in plain terms in what manner I 
had enjoyed her. Thereupon the wicked, 
abandoned proſtitute explained her meaning 
in the moſt clear and intelligible manner 
poſſible. I made her repeat her depoſition 
three times, and when ſhe had done, I thus 
expreſſed myſelf with a loud voice : my lord 
lieutenant criminal, I require of your lord- 
ſhip that juſtice be done, as I know that 
his moſt Chriſtian majeſty's laws con- 
demn both the agent and patient in a 
crime of this nature equally to the flames: 
this ſhameleſs woman is preſent in court 
and confeſſes the crime ; I am intirely 
ignorant of it; her bawd of a mother is 
here, who well deſerves to be burned for 


her various abominations: I call to your 
lordſhip 
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lordſhip for juſtice. Theſe words I repeated 
ſo often and with fo loud a voice, infiſt- 
ing that both ſhe and her mother ſhould be 
condemned to the flames, and telling the 
judge that if he did not order her to be taken 
into cuſtody directly, I would myſelf repair 
to the king, and acquaint his majeſty how 
unjuſtly I had been treated by his heutenant 
criminal; that my adverſaries ſeeing -me 
thus clamorous began to lower their tone: 
and I became more vociferous than ever. 
The proſtitute and her mother burſt into 
tears, while I cried aloud to the judge: burn 
them, burn them. The magiſtrate being 
intimidated, and perceiving that the affair 

had not paſſed as he intended; began in 
gentle terms to excuſe the weakneſs of - the 
female ſex: for my part, I knew it was well 
I had got over ſo troubleſome an affair; ſo 
I left the place muttering great threats; 
though I would rather have paid down five 
hundred crowns. than appear upon ſuch an 
occaſion. Extricated out of this perplexity, 
I returned my hearty thanks to the ſupreme 
being, and went home with my Jung 
journeymen in high 3 
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Open rupture ene Cellini and Boltgna the 


Painter, the latter baving at the inſti- 


gation of Madame D'Eftampes, undertaken 


to execute fome of the deſigns of the former 


 — Bologna is intimidated by the author's 
menaces, and gives up the point=—Cellint 


diſcovers an intrigue between another of 


bis ſervants, Paolo Micceri and Catherine, 
' which he revenges in an extraordinary man- 
ner He waits upon bis majeſty, with 4 
falt-cellar of the moſt exquiſite workman- 
hip, of which he gives a parti cular deſcrip- 


tion He takes another girl into his ſervice, 


to whom he gives the nick-name of Scogzone, 
and has a daughter by her——The king again 
 wifits the author, and finding the ſilver ſta- 


tues in great forwardneſs, orders him a con- 


- fiderable ſum of money, of which he is de- 


prived as before by the cardinal of Ferrara 
PR. majeſty diſcovering how the author 

been wronged, orders bis miniſter to 
give him the firſt abbey that becomes vacant, 


WHEN 
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HEN once adverſe fortune, or the 
influence of our ill ſtars, if that 
expreſſion ſeems more proper, begins to 
rſecute a man, it is never at a loſs for 
means to diſtreſs him. When I thought 1 
had got clear of one troubleſome and dan- 
gerous affair, and flattered myſelf that my 
evil genius would leave me at reſt for a 
while; I was involved again in moſt 
perplexing difficulties, and in the ſpace 
of a few days two accidents befel me, 
by both of which I was in the. moſt 
imminent danger of my life. This affair 
happened as follows: I was obliged to 
go to Fontainebleau, to wait upon the 
king, who had wrote me a letter, deſiring 
me to undertake to ſtamp the coins for his 
whole kingdom: in the letter he had in- 
cloſed ſome little deſigns, the better to 
explain his mind, but at the ſame time 
left me at liberty to follow the dictates of 
my genius. 

In compliance with his. majeſty s or- 
ders, I had drawn new deſigns, in my 
own taſte, and with the utmoſt elegance 
of art. Upon my arrival at Fontaine- 
bleau, one of the king's treaſurers, who 
had 
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had received orders to provide me with 
whatever I wanted, and whoſe name was 
Monf. de la Fe, ſaid to me: Benvenuto, 
Bologna the painter has been ordered by 
the king to make your Coloſſal ſtatue; and 
all the other great works which had been 
put into your hands, his majeſty has now 

taken from you, and given to him: we 
were all very ſorry for it, and think that 
this countryman of yours has acted very 
preſumptuouſly, and behaved extremely ill 
to you; for you had been entruſted with the 
works on account of the excellence of your 
models, and your maſterly performance; 
but this man has ſupplanted you, meerly 
through the intereſt of Madame D'Eſtampes : 

it 1s now ſeveral months ſince he under- 
took thoſe works, and he has not yet ſo 
much as begun a ſtroke. Hearing this, I 
exclaimed with ſurpriſe, how is it poſſible 
I ſhould never have heard a word of all 
this? He anſwered me, that Bologna had 
kept the affair as ſecret as poſſible, and 
obtained his requeſt with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty, the king being very unwilling to 
grant it; but that Madame D'Eſtampes had 


been ſo earneſt 1 in her ſolicitations, as to 
extort, 
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extort, in ſome meaſure, his compliance. 


Finding myſelf ſo cruelly wronged, fo un- 
juſtly treated, and deprived of a work which 


was due to me in conſideration. of the pains 


I had taken, I reſolved to perform ſome 


ſignal feat of arms, and went with the 
moſt eager haſte in queſt of Bologna. I 
found him in his chamber, quite abſorbed 
in ſtudy ; he bid me come in, and with 
ſome awkward civilities aſked me what was 
the beſt news, and what had brought me 
thither: I anſwered, an affair of the laſt 


importance. He thereupon ordered his 


ſervants to bring wine, and ſaid, before we 
talk about buſineſs we muſt drink together, 
for that is the cuſtom here in France. 1 
muſt inform you, replied I, Signor Fran- 
ceſco, that there is no occaſion for the con- 
verſation, which is to paſs between us, to 
be- uſhered in with drinking : that perhaps 
may come afterwards, I then continued 
thus: all thoſe who profeſs themſelves to 
be men of worth and virtue, ſhew by their 
actions that they are ſuch, .and when they 
behave otherwiſe, they can no longer be 
confidered in that light. I am ſenſible that 
you were not ignorant of the king's having 
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employed me to make the Coloſſus, . which 
has been talked: of theſe eighteen months, 
and neither you nor any body. elſe ſaid any 
thing about it during that time: I had by 
my labours made myſelf known to that 
great prince, who was ſo pleaſed with my 
models, as to commit this grand undertak- 
ing to me, and for many months I heard 
nothing of his having a different intention: 
it was not till this morning that I heard 
it was given to you, and that you had baſe- 
ly-undermined me, though I was entitled 
to the work by my elegant performances, 
and you have no other claim but meer 
boaſting and vanity. My friend Benvenu- 
to, anſwered Bologna, every man endea- 
vours to do the beſt he can for himſelf, and 
if it be the king's pleaſure, what objection 
can you make? Say what you will, you 
will only loſe your labour in talking againſt 
the grant, it has been made to me, and 
cannot be diſputed : now ſpeak as much as 
you pleaſe, and I will liſten to you in my 
turn. I thereupon rephed to him thus: - 
I have a great deal to ſay to you, Signor 
Franceſco, and could by many ſtrong and 
convincing arguments make you | confeſs 


that 
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chat ſuch 8 of actin g md reaſoning 
as yours, are not cuſtomary amongſt ra- 
tional animals; but I will be brief, and 
come directly to the point; liſten attentive-. 

ly, for what I am going to ſay is of great 
conſequence. He was ready to riſe from 
his ſeat, ſeeing that I changed colour, and 
_ diſcovered great ſymptoms of emotion; but 
I told him it was not yet time for him to 
ſtir, and bid him fit ſtill and attend to what 
I had to ſay. I then proceeded thus: Sig- 
nor Franceſco, you know very well that 
the work was at firſt put into my hands, 
and that according to the practice of the 
world, it was no longer a proper time for 
any other perſon to apply for it: I now 


dcclare to you, that I am willing you ſhould 


make a model, and I will make a new one; 
we then will carry them both to our great 
monarch, and he who upon that occaſion 
acquits himſelf beſt, ſhall be looked up- 
on as entitled to the honour: of mak- 
ing the Coloſſus: if it ſhould happen to 
be your lot, I will lay aſide all reſent- 
ment of the injury you have done me, and- 
bleſs your hands as more worthy than mine 
of ſo 3 an honour, Let us there- 
. fore 


i 
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| fore make this agreement, and we ſhall be 
friends, otherwiſe we muſt be enemies; and 
God who always aſſiſts the juſt cauſe, and! 
his inſtrument, will find means to convince 
you of your error. Signor Francefco made 
anſwer, the work is mine, and Iince it has 
n given me, I do not chuſe to run any 
Farther riſk. To this I replied: Signor 
Franceſco, ſince you will not accept of the 
favourable expedient, which is both juſt . 
and reafonable, I will propoſe another to 
you, which will refemble your own pro- 
ceeding in its harſhneſs and deformity. 1 
muſt tell you plainly, that if I ever hear 
you hf a word of this work of mine, 
Iwill kill you as I would a mad dog: and as 
we are now neither in Rome, Florence, 
Naples, nor Bologna, and the manner of 
Hving in this country is quite different, if 
T ever hear you drop but a word about it 
to the king, I will inſtantly put you to 
death without Mercy : think therefore ſe- 
Tioufly which propoſal you chuſe to accept, 
the firſt or the laſt; 'by one you may live, 
by the other there muſt be an end of your 
exiſtence. The man was at a loſs what to 
tay, or how to act, and I was almoſt pre- 
17 pParing 


\ 


CHEEkk ENS: 133: 
paring to put my defign inſtantly 1 in execu- 


tion, rather than defer it to ſome other 
occaſion. Bologna ſaid nothing farther 


than this; ſo long as I behave like a man 


of honour and principle, I ſhall be free 


from all fear and apprehenfions. To this 
I replied, what you ſay is very juſt ; but 
when you act in a contrary manner, you 


have reaſon to be afraid ; mind what I fay. - 
| I thereupon inſtantly left him to wait on 
the king, and had a long conference with 


his majeſty concerning the coins, in which 
we could not agree; for his privy council 


being there preſent, perſuaded him that mo- 


ney ſhould ſtill be coined in the ſame man- 


ner, as it always had been before that time 


in France, I anſwered, that his majeſty 
had invited me from Italy to work for 
him, ſo as to deſerve approbation ; and even 


if he ſhould give me contrary directions, and 


command me to work ill, I could never 


find in my heart to obey him. Farther . 


converſation upon the ſubject was deferred 


to another opportunity, and I returned to 


Paris. 
I had no ſooner diſmounted from. my 
horſe, but. one of thoſe worthy perſons who 
3 delight 
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" delight in making miſchief, came to tell 

me that Paolo Micceri had taken a houſe 

for that trumpet Catherine and her mo- 
ther, and that he was there at every turn; 
that when the fellow ſpoke of me, he 
conſtantly ſaid in a bantering ſtile: Ben- 
venuto entruſted his lettuce to the care of 
geeſe, and thought they would not devour 


it; now he goes about hectoring and bul- 


ling, and thinks that I am afraid of him; 
J wear this ſword and dagger to let him 
know that I can fight as well as he, that 
J am a Florentine as well as he, and of 
the family of the Micceri, who are much 
better men than the Cellini. The ſcoun- 
drel who brought me this intelligence, de- 
livered it in ſuch a manner that I felt my 
fever return ; I call it a fever in earneſt, not 
by way of compariſon, for the agitation I 
felt was equal to the rage of that diſorder, 
and 1 ſhould have died of it, had I not re- 
ſolved to take the beſt meaſures I could to 
aſſuage the torment it gave me. I deſired 
my journeyman of Ferrara, whoſe name 
was Chioccia, to go with me; at the ſame 
time I ordered my ſervant to follow with 
my horſe, When I came to the houſe of 

that 
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that villain, I found the door half open, 
and entering abruptly, ſaw him with his 
ſword and dagger at his ſide, ſeated npon 
a great cheſt, with his arm about Ca- 
therine's neck: ſcarce was JI got in, when 
I perceived that he. had been talking to 
her mother about my adventures: where- 
upon clapping. my hand to my ſword, I 
held the point of it to his throat, and 
without giving him time to reflect that he 
had a ſword himſelf, I cried out, vile cow- 
ard, recommend your ſoul to God, for this 
moment you die. He without once ſtir- 
ring, called aloud three times, O mamma, 
aſſiſt me. Though I was reſolved at all 
hazards to demoliſh him, when I. heard 
him uſe this fooliſh exprefſion, my paſſion 
half ſubſided. In the mean time I had 
given orders to Chioecia not to let either 


Catherine or her mother eſcape, being re- 


ſolved to wreak my vengeance on thoſe 
two proſtitutes, as well as on Paolo. 
Continuing to hold the point of my ſword 
at his throat, I pricked him with it a little, 
and ſpoke to him in the moſt thundering 
tone; but obſerving that he made no ſort 
of defence, I did not know what to do; ſo 
. K 4 thinking 
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thinking my menaces thrown away, I took 
it into my head to make him marry the 
girl, with an intention of taking my revenge 
afterw-ar ds. Having formed this reſolu- 
tion, I ſaid to him, coward, take off that 
ring, and eſpouſe Catherine directly, that I 
may afterwards treat you according to your 
deſerts. The other made anſwer : ſpare 

my life, and I will do whatever ou deſire 
of me. Then, faid I, put the ring upon 
Catherine's finger ; at the ſame time I turned 
the point of my ſword aſide from his throat, 
as well to enable him to do it, as to diſſi- 
pate his apprehenſions. When he had put 
the ring upon her finger, I farther added, 
this ceremony is not ſufficient, nor am 1 
ſatisfied with it; 1 inſiſt upon two nota- 
ries being ſent for, and the affair being 
tranſacted and ſtipulated by contract. I 
thereupon bid Chioccia go for the notaries « 
then turning about to Catherine and her 
mother, I ſaid to them in French; the no- 
taries and the witneſſes will be here pre- 
ſently; the firſt of you that offers to ſay a 
word of what has paſſed on. the occaſion, 
I will put to death ; ; Nay I will deſtroy you 
all three; therefore be upon your guard, 


and 
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and dont open your lips about it. To 
Paolo I addreſſed myſelf in Italian and ſaid, 
if you make the leaſt objection to any thing 
I propoſe, I will that inſtant rip open your 
guts. All the anſwer he made me was; 
provided you do not deprive me of my life, 
I will do whatever you order me, and make 
no objection. The notaries and the wit- 
neſſes came, an authentic and complete 
contract was drawn up, and all the rage 
and fury into which I had been thrown 
by the ſcoundrel, who had brought me 
the firſt intelligence, entirely ſubſided. I 
paid the notaries, and went about my bu- 
ſineſs. 

The next day Bologna the painter came 
to Paris on my account, and ſent Mattio 
del Naſaro for me; I waited upon him 
accordingly, when he begged I would con- 
ſider him in the light of a brother, and de- 
clared he would not mention a word con- 
cerning the great work to the king, as he 
was ſenſible that I muſt be in the right. 

If Iwerenot to acknowledge myſelf to have 
done wrong in ſome of theſe adventures, 
thoſe in which I am ſure I did right, would 
not be believed. I therefore confeſs I did 
wrong 


—— ma. 
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wrong in taking ſuch a revenge on Paolo 
Micceri: for I had not only made him 
marry. that thorough-paced whore, but to 
indulge my vindictive ſpirit, I afterwards 
ſent for her, drew her likeneſs, then treated 
her to a collation, and enjoyed her again 


to mortify that wretch Paolo: farther, to 


ſate my revenge upon her, I gave her ſe- 
veral kicks and cuffs, which ſet her a cry- 
ing, ſo that ſhe declared ſhe would never 


more come near me. The next morning 


however I heard a knocking. at my door, 
and upon opening it, Catherine ſaid to me 
with great chearfulneſs; Iam come to break 
faſt with you Sir: I bid her come in, and 


. after taking her likeneſs, enjoyed her a- 


gain to complete my revenge upon Paolo; 
this continued for ſeveral days ſucceſ- 
ſively. Whilſt I was going on with this 
work, I ſet apart certain hours of the day 
to continue the ſalt-cellar, about which ſe- 
veral hands had been employed, for I could 


not otherwiſe conveniently work upon the 


ſtatue of Jupiter. About the time that I 
had compleatly finiſhed it, the king was re- 
turned to Paris: I payed him a viſit, carry- 


ing the ſalt-cellar with me, which, as I have 


obſerved 
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obſerved above, was of an oval figure, and 
in ſize about two thirds of a cubit, being 
entirely of gold and admirably engraved by 
the chiſſel. Agreeably to the account al- 
ready given of the model, I had repreſented 
the ſea and the earth both in a ſitting poſture, 
the legs of one placed between thoſe of the 
other, as certain arms of the ſea enter the 
land, and certain necks of land jut out into 
the ſea; the manner in which Ideſigned them 
was as follows. I put a trident into the 
right hand of the figure that repreſented 
the ſea, and in the left a bark of exquiſite 
workmanſhip, which was to hold the ſalt: 
under this figure were its four horſes, the 
form of which in the breaſt and fore feet 
reſembled that of a horſe, and all the hmd 
part from the middle that of a fiſn; the 
fiſh's tails were entwined with each other 
in a manner very pleaſing to the eye, and 
the whole group was placed in a ſtriking 
attitude. This figure was ſurrounded by 
a variety of fiſhes of different | ſpecies, and 
other ſea-animals. The undulation of. the 
water was properly exhibited, and likewiſe 
enamelled with its true colours. The earth 

I repreſented by a beautiful female figure 
e N holding 
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holding a cornucopia in her hand, entirely 
naked, like the other male figure; in her 


left hand ſhe held a little temple, the ar- 


chitecture of the Ionic order, and the 
workmanſhip very nice, this was in- 
tended to put the pepper in. Under this 
female figure I exhibited moſt of the fineſt 
animals, which the earth produces ; and the 
rocks I partly enamelled, and partly left in 
gold. I then fixed the work on a baſis of 
black ebony of a proper thickneſs ; and 


there I placed four golden figures of more 


than half relievo; theſe were intended to 
repreſent night and day, and there was 


one likewiſe for the morning. There 
were alſo four other figures of the four 
principal winds, the workmanſhip and e- 


namel of which were elegant to the laſt 
degree. When I ſhewed the king this piece 
of work, he burſt into an exclamation 
of ſurpriſe and could never ſufficiently - 
admire it; he then bid me carry it home, 


telling me he would ſoon let me know 


what to do with it, Having taken it 
back, I immediately invited ſeveral of my 
moſt intimate friends, to dinner, and 


put the falt-cellar upon the table; thus 
we 
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we were the very firſt to make uſe of it, and 
ſpent the day very chearfully. After this 
I continued to work upon the ſtatue of 
Jupiter, and the great ſilver vaſe already 
mentioned, on which were engraved ſeveral 
pretty mottos, with a variety of different 
b gures. 5 
About this time Bologna the painter told 
the king, that it would be proper for 
his majeſty to ſend him to Rome, and 
give him letters of recommendation, that 
he might take deſigns of the firft-rate 
antiques of that city, the Laoccoon, the 
Cleopatra, the Venus, the Commodus, the 
Apollo; which are indeed the fineſt things 
in Rome. He at the ſame time told the 
monarch that his majeſty by ſeeing thoſe. 
admirable maſter-pieces, would be able 
to form a judgment of the art of drawing; 
for all the works of modern artiſts that 
had been ſhewn him, were infinitely 
inferior to the maſterly performances of 

the ancients. The king approved of his 
propoſal, and gave him alt the encourage- 
ment he defired. So the fool went off in 
this manner, and not having the {ſpirit 
* rival me, had recourſe to this artifice 

worthy 
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worthy of a Lombard, of pretending to 
imitate the works of the ancients in order 
to depreciate mine; but though he took 
excellent drawings of them, his ſucceſs 
proved quite the reverſe of what he had 
flattered himſelf 1t would, as we ſhall | in- 
form the reader in due time. 

Having entirely diſcontinued my con- 
nexion with Mrs. Kate; and the poor un- 
fortunate young man, who had conſpired 
with her to wrong me, being gone from 
Paris; I intended to have my ornament for 
Fontainebleau, which was of bronze, pro- 
perly cleaned, as likewiſe to get the two 
figures of victory, which extended from 
the ſide angles to the middle circle of | 
the gate, furbiſhed up: for this purpoſe I 

took into my houſe a poor girl about fif- 
teen years of age; ſhe was extremely well 
ſhaped, and of a complexion rather ſwarthy; 
and as ſhe was ſomewhat ruſtic, ſpoke little, 
walked faſt, and had a ſort of wildneſs 
in her eyes, I gave her the name of Scoz- 
zona: but her own name was Jane. With 
the aſſiſtance : of this ſervant-maid, I com- 
pleatly finiſhed my Fontainebleau and the 


two 3 intended for ornaments to 
the 
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the gate. By this girl, who was' a maid 
before I took her into my ſervice, 'I had a 


daughter on the ſeventh of June, at three 
in the afternoon, in the year 1544, when 


I was preciſely in the forty-fourth year of 


my age. I gave this child the name of 


Conſtantia, and ſhe was held upon the font 


by Signor Guido Guidi, phyſician to the 
king, and one of my moſt intimate friends. 
He alone ſtood godfather; for the cuſtom 
of France is that there ſhould be but one 
godfather and two godmothers ; one of theſe 
was Signora Maddalena wife to Signor Luigi 
Alamanni, a gentleman of Florence, and an 


admirable poet; the other godmother was 


a French lady of good family, wife of 


Signor Riccardo del Bene, alſo citizen of 


Florence; and an eminent merchant. This 
was the firſt child that I ever had to the 


beſt of my remembrance. I aſſigned the 
mother ſuch a maintenance, as ſatisfied 
an aunt of her's, into whoſe hands I put 


her, and never had any connexion Kenn ber 
afterwards. q 


I continued my works wi all poſſible 
expedition, and by this time they were in 


Hu forwardneſs; the Jupiter was as good 
as 
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that he had promiſed me: ſo talking in a 


Magen, if I were not ſatisfied. Without 
| ing 
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as finiſhed, ſo was the vaſe, and the gate 


began to diſplay its beauties. | Juſt at this 
time the king arrived at Paris; and though 


I have ſpoken of the birth of my daughter, 
as having happened in 1544, at the time now 


under conſideration, the year 1543 was not 
quite elapſed: this was owing to my having 
occaſion to ſpeak of my daughter; however 
to avoid interrupting the relation of affairs of 


greater impertance, I ſhall drop the ſubject 


at preſent, and reſume it in its proper 
place. The king came to Paris as I have 


Kidd already, and immediately repaired to 


my houſe, where my works were in ſuch 


forwardneſs that they gave great fati: 


to the eye; the monarch was as much pleaſ- 
ed with them, as an artiſt could with, who 


had beſtowed great pains on his productions. 


He recollected of himſelf that the cardinal 
of Ferrara had given me none of the money 


low voice to his admiral, he ſaid that the 


$ardinal of Ferrara had done very wrong in 


not paying me; but that he himſelf would 
ſee juſtice done me; for he perceived that 1 
was a man of few words, and would leave the 
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adding a word more they withdrew, and 


the king after dinner bid the cardinal tell 


the treaſurer to pay me with all poſſible 


expedition, ſeven thouſand gold crowns at 
three or four diſburſements, according as he 
found it convenient, and not to fail at his 
peril. He then concluded with theſe words, 


I had put Benvenuto under your care, 


and you have quite forgot him. The car- 
dinal aſſured the king, that he would punc- 
tually obey his orders, but the natural ma- 
lignity of his temper made him ſtay till the 
monarch's fit of generoſity and good-na- 
ture was over. In the mean time France 
was threatened more and more with the 
calamities of war, and the emperor with a 
numerous army ſeemed to be upon the 
point of marching to Paris. The cardi- 
nal perceiving that money was very ſcarce 


in the kingdom, took occaſion one day to. 
ſpeak of me to the king in theſe terms; I 


thought it beſt not to give Benvenuto the 


money your majeſty ordered him, and one 
of my reaſons was, that you now ſtand but 


too much in need of it yourſelf; the other, 
that ſo generous a preſent would, have 
deprived us of him the fooner, for if once 


Yor. II. | L he 
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he had found himſelf rich, he would have 
purchaſed an eſtate in Italy, and when 
the whim took him would certainly 
have left you: ſo I have conſidered with 
myſelf that it is moſt adviſable, your 
majeſty ſhould aſſign him ſome ſettlement 
in your own dominions, if you deſire that 
he ſhould continue any conſiderable time 
in your ſervice. . The king ſeemed to ap- 
rove of what was ſaid ; however, with a 
greatneſs of ſoul worthy of ſuch a mo- 
narch, he took it into conſideration that 
the cardinal had ated as he had done, ra- 
ther to gratify his own temper, than be- 
cauſe he had ſo long before had the ſagacity 
to foreſee the diſtreſſed ſtate of ſo great a 
kingdom. Thus though the king appeared 
to aſſent outwardly to the reaſons aſſigned 
by the cardinal, his private ſentiments were 
very different; for he ſoon returned to | 
Paris, and the day after his arrival, came 
of his own accord to my houſe, when 
I conducted him through ſeveral apart- 
ments, in which there was a variety 
of works of different ſorts. Beginning 
with thoſe of leaſt value, I ſhewed him 
ſeveral pieces of bronze, which ſurpaſſed 
5915 any 
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any thing of the kind he had ever beheld. 
I then led him to the ſilver Jupiter, and he 
was pleaſed to find it almoſt finiſhed, with 
all its beautiful ornaments. This indeed he 
admired much more than any other man 
would have done, on account of an un- 
lucky accident which had happened to him 
a few years before, when the emperor in- 
tending an expedition againſt the town of 
Tunis, paſſed through Paris with the con- 
ſent of the French monarch. Francis 
being deſirous of making Charles a pre- 
ſent worthy of ſo great an emperor, cauſed 
a ſilver Hercules to be caſt for that 
ebe exactly of the ſame ſize with 
my jupiter. This Hercules was a moſt 
ordinary piece of work, and when the 
king found fault with it, the artiſts whom 
he had employed, and who pretended to be 
the greateſt maſters in the whole world, 
maintained that nothing more compleat 
could be made of ſilver, inſiſting upon two 
thouſand ducats for their bungling piece of 
work. For this reaſon, when his majeſty ſaw 
my performance, he was ſurpriſed at the 
admirable poliſh of it, which he could 
never have conceived. To ſuch a de- 
1 L 2 gree 
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gree was he pleaſed with my. ſtatue of 
Jupiter, that he valued. it at — thouſand 
crowns, and faid : thoſe bungling artiſts 
received no recompenſe from me; for this 
I will give two thouſand crowns, and it is 
well worth the money. I then carried 
his majeſty to ſee ſome other performances, 
both in ſilver and gold, and many other 
models of new works; at laſt when he was 
upon the point of departing, conducted 
him through the caſtle-garden, where I 
ſhewed him my ſtatue of the great giant; 
at the ſame time giving his majeſty to un- 
derſtand, that nothing larger could be made 
in ſilver. The king diſcovered the greateſt 
aſtoniſhment imaginable, and turning a- 
bout, ſpoke thus to the admiral, who was 
Monſ. D'Annebaut : ſince the cardinal has 
not yet. ſupplied this man with money, and 
the latter is ſo backward to aſk it, I muſt 
without more delay take care to provide 
for him myſelf ; for when artiſts. are too 
modeſt to aſk any recompenſe, their works 
ſeem” ſufficiently to claim it: therefore 
give him the firſt abbey that becomes 
vacant, the revenue of which amounts 


to two thouſand crowns a year, and in 
| | caſe 
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caſe you cannot let him have it in one 


benefice, give it him in two or three; 


it will be the ſame thing to him. IL 
was preſent, heard all that was faid, and | 


immediately returned thanks to his ma- 


jeſty, as if T had the abbey already in my 


poſſeſſion ; telling him, that I intended when 
that work was finiſhed, to ſerve his majeſty 
without any other reward, falary, or re- 


compenſe for my labour, till old age ſhould. 


render me incapable of working, when T 
might be allowed to retire to neceſſary re- 
poſe, happy in the remembrance of having 
ſerved ſo great a monarch. To this the 
king with great alacrity anſwered : ſo be 
it; and left me in high ſpirits. 
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Ae D Sen, with a view 1 ſeth | 
| perſecuting the author, obtains leave from 
''the king for a perfumer to take poſſeſſion of 
4 tennis court within his incloſure——The 
 Perfumer is oppoſed by Cellini, notwithfland- 
{ Ty the king's grant, and obliged at length 
10 quit the premiſes —The author triumphs 
on meeting with the king's approbation—— 
"He ſets out for Fontainebleau with the fifver 
boa of Fupiter— Bologna the painter upon 
his return from Rome, whether he went to 
nabe drawings of ſome anti que flatues, en- 
dtavours to traduce the author, and dimi- 
 miſh the praiſe which he received on account 
of his admirable performances Madame 
 D'Eftampes's partial behaviour to Bologna 
the painter—Cellini's ſpirited reſentment— 
. The king's gracious and generous behaviour 
o the author — Ridi culous adventure of 
; * 


ADAME D'Eſtampes having heard 
of my encouragement, was more 
provoked 
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provoked againſt me than ever, and ſaid: 


I govern the whole kingdom, and yet ſuch 
an inſignificant fellow as this ſets my 


power at defiance; in a word, ſhe left no 
ſtone unturned to effect my deſtruction. 
A perſon who was a great diſtiller happen- 
ing to fall in her way, gave her certain 
odoriferous waters of an extraordinary na- 
ture for the ſkin, which had never been 
uſed in France before that time : this man 
ſhe introduced to the king, to whom he 
ſhewed certain operations in diſtilling, with 


| which his majeſty was highly delighted. 


At the time of theſe amuſements, ſhe made 
the diſtiller apply to the king for a tennis 
court at my caſtle, with certain little apart- 


ments belonging to it, of which he ſaid, 


I made no uſe. The king, who knew from 


whom this application took its rife, return- 
ed no anſwer of any ſort. Madame D'El- . 


tampes thereupon began to ſolicit him, and 
made uſe of all thoſe arts of inſinuation, 
with which women know how to work 


upon men; and ſo ſucceſsful did ſhe prove, 
that happening to find the king in an 


amorous mood, to which he was very ſub- 
ject, he granted the lady all ſhe defired. 
L 4 Thereupon 
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Thereupon. the: diſtiller came; accompanied 
by the treaſurer, -Glorier, one of the firſt 
nobility of France, who underſtood Italian 
incomparably well; in this language he 
talked to me at firſt after a jocular man- 
ner, and then coming to the point, told 
me, that in the king's name he put the o- 
ther man in poſſeſſion of that tennis court, 
and the little apartments adjoining to it. 
To this I anſwered, his ſacred majeſty is 
maſter of this houſe, and of every thing 
init, you might therefore enter with the 
utmoſt freedom: but this manner of takin g 
poſſeſſion by means of the officers of a court 
of juſtice, appears to be rather a trick than 
the order of ſo great a monarch; I there 
fore proteſt to.you that inſtead of going to 
complain to his majeſty, I will defend my- 
ſelf in the manner that he commanded me 
the; other day, that is, I will throw this man 
whom! you have quartered upon me out of 
the window, if I do not ſee a commiſſion 
ſigned with his majeſty's own hand. Up- 
on my expreſſing myſelf thus, the treaſurer 
went away menacing and muttering to him 
ſelf, and J ſtayed in equal ill humour, but 


made no farther ſtir in his preſence. Soon 
after 
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en he was gone, I went in queſt of the 
notaries, who had put the man in poſſeſ- 
ſion: theſe being my intimate acquain- 
tances, gave me to underſtand that it was 
a ceremony performed by the king's au- 
thority, but not of much conſequence; 
and if I had made ever ſo little reſiſ- 
tance, the man would not have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion as he did; adding that there were 
acts/and cuſtoms of the court, which did not 
imply any obedience to the king, inſomuch 
that if I thought proper to diſpoſſeſs him 
in the ſame manner as he had taken poſ- 

_ ſeſſion, I ſhould do very well, and need not 
be under any apprehenſions with regard to 
the conſequence. Being thus ſufficiently 
inſtructed, I the next day had recourſe to 
open violence; though there were ſome dif- 
ficulties to ſtruggle with, I took pleaſure in 
exerting my utmoſt efforts toſurmount them, 
and every day made ſome aſſault with ſtones,” 
| Pikes and muſkets: I however fired without 
ball; but even ſo, ſtruck ſuch terror into 
my adverfary's adherents, that nobody choſe 
afterwards to ſtir to his aſſiſtance: finding 
him therefore unſupported, I one day en- 
tered the houſe by force, and drove him 
193 Out, 
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out, throwing all his goods and furniture 
after him. I then repaired to the king, and 
told him that I had done what he had com- 
manded me, and defended myſelf againſt all 
thoſe that offered to oppoſe me in his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice. The king laughed, and cauf- 
ed new letters to be iſſued out, which ſhould 
ſecure me from being ever moleſted for the 
future. 

In the mean time hk with the utmoſt 
ane finiſned the beautiful ſtatue of 
Jupiter with its gilt pedeſtal, I placed it 
upon a wooden ſocle, which ſcarce made 
any appearance, and within that ſocle I fix- 
ed four little globes of wood, which were 
ſo admirably contrived, that a little child 
could with the utmoſt eaſe move this ſtatue 
of Jupiter backwards and forwards, and 
turn it about. Having adjuſted it properly 
J took it with me to Fontainebleau, where 
the king then reſided. Juſt about this time 
Bologna the painter had brought the figures 
already mentioned from Rome, and cauſed 
them to be caſt in bronze with the utmoſt 
care; I knew nothing at all of the matter, 
for he had done his buſineſs with great 


. and Fontainebleau is above forty 
miles 


c ELD LINIE 165 


miles Rom Paris. Upon my inquiring of 
the king in the preſenee of Madame DEſ- 
tampes, where I was to place the ſtatue 
of Jupiter, the latter told his majeſty, 
that there was not a more proper place 

than his beautiful gallery. This is what 
we might call a portico or rather a cor- 
rider; it might indeed be moſt properly 
diſtinguiſhed by the latter name, becauſe 
we give the appellation of portico to thoſe 
walks which are open on one fide. This 
place was about two hundred paces long, 


adorned and enriched with pictures by 
the admirable Roſſo of Florence, inter- 
mixed with ſeveral pieces of ſculpture,” : 
ſome- plain and others in bafſo relievo: 


the breadth about twelve paces. Here it 
was that Bologna the painter had — 


bled all his bronze figures, and nn 


them in the moſt regular order, upon 
their pedeſtals; as I have obſerved above, 
there were amongſt them ſome of the 
fineſt imitations of the antique ſtatues of 
Rome. Here alſo I introduced my Jupiter; 
and when I faw this great diſplay of the 
wonders of art, I ſaid to myſelf, this is like” 
ane * the pikes of the enemy; 
dn heaven 
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heaven protect me from all danger. Having 
put the ſtatue into its place; and fixed it in the 
moſt advantageous attitude I could, I waited 
the coming of the great monarch. This figure 
of Jupiter had a thunderbolt in his right 
hand, and by his poſture ſeemed to be juſt 
going to throw it; in his left I had placed 
a globe, and amongſt the flames I had with 
great dexterity put a piece of white torch. 
Madame D'Eſtampes had detained the 
king till night, with a defign to make 
miſchief either one way or other, by pre- 
venting his coming, or contriving to make 
1 . appear unfavourably in the 
as God however has promiſed to 
befviend ſuch of his creatures as put their 
truſt in him, it happened quite contrary to 
her expectations; for when I ſaw the night 
approach, I lit the torch in the hand of 
Jupiter, and, as it was raiſed ſome what above 
his head, the light fell upon the ſtatue and 
cauſed it to appear to much greater advan- 
tage than it would otherwiſe have done. 
The king came accompanied by Madame 
D Eſtampes, the dauphin his ſon, now king 
of France, and the dauphineſs, the king of 
Navarre his couſin, Madame Margaret his 
— | 


daughter, and ſeveral great lords and noble. 
men, who had all been inſtructed by Ma- 
dame D'Eſtampes to ſpeak againſt me, 
When I ſaw his majeſty enter I ordered my 

boy Aſcanio to puſh the ſtatue of Jupiter 
before him, and this motion being made 
with admirable contrivance cauſed it to ap- 
pear alive: thus the abovementioned bronze 
figures were left ſomewhat behind, and the 
eyes of all the beholders were firſt ſtruck” 
with my performance: the king imme 
diately cried out, this is one of the fineſt 
productions of art that ever was beheld 
I-who'take pleaſure in ſuch things and 
underſtand them, could never have con- 


7 


ceived a piece of work the hundredth 
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part ſo: beautiful. The noblemen wo 


had been directed to rail at my perform | 


. ance,” feemed now to vie with each 1 
ther in praiſing it; but Madame DEH , 
tampes ſaid with the utmoſt confidence 
it appears plain enough, that you are ver. f 
much put to it for ſomethin g to com 
mend, when you laviſh encomiums upon A 
that ſtatue: dont you ſee thoſe beautiful 
antique figures which ſtand a little be- 
ere ed) * theſe the utmoſt perfection of 


art 
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art is diſplayed, and not in thoſe mo- 
dern pageants. The king then advanced 
as did the reſt likewiſe, and caſt an 
eye upon the other figures which appeared 
to a great diſadvantage, the light being placed 
below them: his majeſty obſerving this faid, 
thoſe who have endeavoured to hurt this 
man, have done him the greateſt ſervice 
imaginable ; for from a compariſon with 
_ theſe admirable figures, it is evident this 
ſtatue is in every reſpe& vaſtly ſuperior 
to them; Benvenuto is therefore worthy 
of the higheſt eſteem, fince his perform- 
"ances inſtead of being barely upon a par 
with thoſe of the antients, greatly ſurpaſs 
them. In anſwer to this, Madame D'Eſ- 
tampes obſerved that my ſtatue would not 
at another time appear a thouſandth part ſo 
well, as it did by night; and that it ſhould 
be farther taken into conſideration, that 
T had thrown a veil over the figure to con- 
ceal its blemiſhes. This was an exceeding 
thin gauze, which wantoned with the moſt 
graceful air over the ſhoulders of my Jupiter, 
andgavean additional majeſty to the figure. 
Upon hearing the above words I took hold 


: * the veil, and pulling it up by the bottom 
diſcovered 
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diſcovered the noble parts of generation, and 
with an appearance of paſſion tore it quite 
off. The lady thought I had ſhewn her 
thoſe parts in contempt. The king per- 
ceived her reſentment; and I being over- 
come with paſſion was juſt going to ſpeak, 


when the wiſe monarch uttered theſe words 
deliberately in his own language: Ben- 


venuto I muſt interrupt you ; therefore be 
filent, and you ſhall have a thouſand times 
more, treaſure than you could wiſh. Not 
being allowed to ſpeak I diſcovered my emoti- 
on by my contortions ; this cauſed the lady to 


be more highly incenſed than ever, and 


made her mutter her indignation to herſelf, 
Ihe king left the place much ſooner than he 
| otherwiſe would have done, declaring aloud 
for my encouragement, that he had brought 


oyer from Italy one of the ableſt men that the 


world had ever produced, and one who was 
endowed with the greateſt variety of talents. 


I left my ſtatue there, and as I choſe to | 


quit the place that morning, the king 


ordered me a thouſand crowns partly as 


a recompence for my labour, and partly 
in payment of ſums, which appeared from 


n ante to have been diſburſed by my-- 


ſelf. 
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ſelf. Having received the money I returned 
to Paris; and immediately upon my arrival 
made merry at my own houſe: after dinner 
I cauſed all my cloaths to be brought me, 
which were of the fineſt furs or the very beſt 
cloath; out of theſe I made preſents to all my 
workmen, diſtributing them according to 
their deſerts, and even giving ſome to the maids 
and the ſtable-boys; thereby encouraging 
them all to aſſiſt me with alacrity. I ſet about 
finiſhing my ſtatue of Mars, the armour of 
which I had made of pieces of wood well 
faſtened together; over his fleſh there 
was a covering in thickneſs. about equal to 
the eight part of a cubit, made of plaiſter, 
and of the moſt elegant workmanſhip: I 
afterwards formed a reſolution to make u Ip 
the figure of ſeveral different pieces, and to 
put them together according to the rules 
of art, and this I with great care effected. 
I muſt not omit to mention one eircum- 
ſtance that attended this great work, a 
thing indeed highly laughable : I had given 
rift orders to all thoſe who lived with me, 
not to bring any lewd women into my 
caſtle, and was particularly careful to ſee 
my orders obeyed. My boy Aſcanio was 
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in love with a girl of extraordinary beauty, 
who anſwered his paſſion with equal ardour; 
the girl having on that account fled from 
her mother, came one night to Aſcanio and 
not caring afterwards to return home, he 
was at a loſs where to conceal her; but ne- 
ceſlity ſharpening his wit, he bethought 
himſelf of the odd expedient of hiding her 
in my Mars, and to ſtow her the beſt 
he could in the head of the ſtatue: there he 
ſtayed to watch her, and in the night he 
took her out ſometimes without making 
any noiſe. I had almoſt finiſhed that head, 


und vanity prompted me to leave it un- 
covered, ſo that it was every day expoſed to 


the view of the inhabitants of Paris. The 

neighbours began to climb upon the roofs of 
their houſes to ſee it, and great numbers of 
people went thither on purpoſe to indulge 
their curioſity. At this ſame time a report 
became current at Paris, that my old caſtle 
was haunted by a ghoſt, but for my part I 
could never perceive any thing to induce 
me to think it was well founded. This 
ghoſt was univerſally called Bovo through 
the city of Paris. Now as the girl who 
was concealed in the head, could not but 
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be ſometimes ſeen to move, ſome of the 
fooliſh and credulous populace affirmed 
that the ghoſt had entered the body of the 
great ſtatne, and that it made the eyes and 
mouth move as if it was juſt going to ſpeak. 

Hence it followed that many went away frigh- 
tened out of their wits; and ſome perſons of 
penetration and ſagacity, who came to ſee 
the figure, could not doubt the truth of what 
they had heard, when they contemplated 
the fire and brightneſs of the eyes of the ſaid 
figure; ſo they declared in their turn, that 
there was a ſpirit within it; not being 
aware that there was not only ſpirit in it, 

but likewiſe good ſound fleſh. In the mean 
time I was buſy in putting together my fine 


| gate \ with all the ornaments deſcribed above. 
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4. war breaking out with the emperor Charles 
V. the author is employed to fortify Pari. 


Madame D Efampes by conſtant artiſices 
prejudices the king againſt Cellin.— His 


majeſty's expoſtulation with the latter — 
Madame D Eftampes continues her ill offi 
ces. Cellini has another conference with the 
king, in which be declares his defire re- 
turning to Tialy—He obtains his majeſly's 
| ks by means of cardinal Ferrara. 


8 I do not chuſe to relate in this nar- 
rative of my life things which do not 


concern me, but the writers of chronicles ; 


I have paſſed over the arrival of the em- 
peror on the French frontiers with a nume- 
rous army, and the king's drawing together 
a conſiderable body of troops to oppoſe him. 
His majeſty about this time conſulted me 
concerning the means of expeditiouſly for- 
tifying Paris: he came purpoſely to my 
houſe in queſt of me, led me all round 
the city, and perceiving how judiciouſly 

M 2 I talked 
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I talked upon the ſubject of fortifica- 
tions, he impowered me by an expreſs com- 
miſſion to cauſe all I propoſed to be inſtant- 
ly carried into execution: at the ſame time 
he ſignified to his admiral lord Anne- 
baut, to order the people to obey me upon 
pain of his diſpleaſure. The admiral was 
a man of no genius, who owed his exalted 
dignity to the favour of Madame D'Eſ- 
tampes, and not to any merit of his own: 
this blockhead having told Madame D Eſ- 
tampes of all that had paſſed, between the 
king and me, ſhe commanded him to ſend 
for Girolamo Bellarmato directly: the latter 
was an engineer of Sienna, who lived not above 
a day's journey from Paris. He inſtantly 
came, and had recourſe to the moſt flow and 
tedious method of fortification. - I concern- 
ed myſelf no longer in the affair, and if 
the emperor had advanced briſkly to Far, | 

that city might have been eaſily taken: 
was ſaid with great truth, that in the . 
afterwards concluded, Madame D- Eſtampes, 
who was the perſon moſt concerned in ne- 
gociating it, had beſraged the king and ex- 
poſed him to the enemy. I ſhall ſay no- 
thing farther concerning this matter, be- 
cauſe it does not enter into my plan, nor 
18 
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is it connected with the main ſubject of my 
narrative. 

1 then ſet about finiſhing my gate of 
bor with the utmoſt aſſiduity and expe- 
dition, as likewiſe my great vaſe and two 
other midling ones, made of my own ſilver: 
the good king after all his various diſtreſſes 
came to reſt himſelf for a while at Paris; 
and as his peſtilential miſtreſs ſeemed 
born for the deſtruction of the kingdom, I 
think I may juſtly value myſelf upon her 
hating me, as her capital enemy. Having 
entered into a converſation with the king 
concerning my affair, ſhe ſpoke ſo ill of 
me, that the eaſy monarch through com- 
plaiſance for that deceitful woman, ſwore he 
would never ſhew me the leaſt favour, no 
more than if he had not known any ſuch 
perſon : Theſe words were immediatly re- 
peated to me by a page of the cardinal of 
Ferrara, whoſe name was Ville; he told 
me he had himſelf heard them from the 
king' s own mouth. This intelligence put 
me into ſo violent a paſſion, that having 
thrown down my tools and all my other 
works, I formed a reſolution to quit the 
kingdom directly. I repaired that moment 
TNT oo ES” HW 
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to the king, after he had dined, andentered 
an apartment where his majeſty was with a 
very few perfons attending him: when he 
ſaw me, I bowed to him with the reſpect 
due to a king, and he nodded to me with a 
chearful countenance. I then began to con- 
ceive ſome hopes, and gradually approach- 
ed his majeſty, becauſe they were fhew- 
ing him ſome things relative to my pro- 
feſſion: after ſome little 'converſation con- 
cerning theſe matters, the monarch aſked me 
Whether I had any thing clever to ſhew 
at my houſe? adding that he would go 
thither to ſee it, when ever I thought con- 
venient. I made anſwer that I was ready 
to ſhew him ſomething curious juſt at that 
time, if it were agreeable to his 

He then ordered me to go home, and ſaid 
he would follow me without delay. I 
went accordingly, and waited the coming 
of the good monarch, who was gone to 
take his leave of Madame D'Eſtampes : 
the lady having heard where he was go- 
ing, told his majeſty that ſhe did not 
chuſe to accompany him; and moreover re- 
queſted him not to go to my houſe that 
himfelf : ſhe uſed reiterated intreaties to di 
ſuade 
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ſuade him from his purpoſe, and that day 
he did not come near me. The day follow 


ing I returned to his majeſty at the very ſame 


hour: the inſtant that he ſaw me, he ſwore 
he would repair directly to my houſe. 
Whilſt he was taking his leave of his dear 
Madame D Eſtampes, ſhe through ſpite at 
her not having influence enough to prevent 
his going, ſpoke as bitterly of me, as if I 
had been an inveterate enemy to the crown; 
the king declared that his fole intention in 
going to ſee me, was to ſcold and reproach 


me in ſuch terms as would not fail to 


throw me into a panic. - He faithfully pro- 

miſed Madame D'Eſtampes that he would 
act in that manner. When he came to my 
houſe, I ſhewed him into ſome ground-floor 
apartments, in which I had put together the 
' ſeveral parts of the gate of Fontainebleau; 
the king was ſeized with ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ment, that he could not find in his heart to 


load me with abuſe as he had promiſed | 


Madame D'Eſtatapes. He did not however 
chuſe entirely to go back of his word, as 
appears from his having. expreſſed himſelf 
to this effect: it is ſomething extraordinary, 
1 that you men of genius are not 
* ſenſible 
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ſenſible: of your inability to diſplay your 
talents without our aſſiſtance, and that you 
ſhew yourſelves great only by means of 
the opportunities that we afford yqu; it 
would become you to be a little more 
humble and leſs proud and opiniative: I re- 
member I gave you expreſs orders to make 
twelve ſilver ſtatues for me, and that was all 
I defired of you; but you took it into your 
head to make me a ſalt-cellar, vaſes, heads and 
a thouſand other fancies of your own, inſo- 
much that I am quite ſurpriſed you ſhould 
neglect all that I required of you; and mind 
nothing but pleaſing yourſelf. If you con- 
tinue to behave thus, I will ſhew you in 
what manner I am uſed to proceed, when 
J want to have things done my own way; 
Lmuſt therefore repeat it to you, that I 
inſiſt upon your ſhewing yourſelf obedient, 
when I lay my commands upon you, be- 
cauſe if you continue obſtinate in your 
| whims, you will only run 4 0 head . 
the wall. | 
 - Whilſt his majeſty uttered theſe mk the 
noblemen ſtood with the moſt profound at- 
tention, perceiving that he ſhook his head, 


nit his brows, and uſed a variety of geſtures, 
| ſome- 
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ſometimes with one hand, and fometinnes : 


with the other ; all preſent therefore began 
to tremble for me, but I was not under the 
leaſt apprehenſions myſelf. As ſoon as he 
had made an end of reprimanding me, as 
he had promiſed Madame D'Eſtampes, I 
knelt with one knee upon the ground, 
and kiſſing his mantle, addreſſed him in 
the following terms: Sire, I acknowledge 
the truth of what you ſay; all I have 
to alledge in my defence is, that my 
heart has been conſtantly attentive day 
and night to obey and ſerve you, with the 
utmoſt exertion of all my faculties; what- 
ever appears to the contrary to your ma- 
jeſty, you may depend upon it, does not 
come from Benvenuto, but is the Work of 
my adverſe fate, which has rendered me 


unworthy of ſerving the greateſt prince 


that the world ever beheld; I therefore 
humbly aſk: your pardon. It appeared 
to me that your majeſty gave me ſilver 


for one ſtatue only, and as I had none 


of my - own, I could make only that; ſo 


with the little ſilver that was left, I made 


the vaſe, to give your majeſty an idea of 
the beautiful manner of antiquity, which 
„„ ? Was 
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was perhaps unknown to you before. With 
regard to the ſalt-cellar, as well as I can 
recollect, you one day deſired me to make 
one, in conſequence of ſome converſation 
concerning a falt-cellar that was ſhewn 
you; upon which I produced you a mode] 
which I had formerly made in Italy, ſolely 
at your majeſty's requeſt, and you were 
"Pleaſed to order me a thouſand ducats 
for making it, declaring yourſelf highly 
pleaſed with my performance; you even 
went ſo far as to thank me, when I gave 
it to you fimſhed. As for the gate, I ap- 
prehend that your majeſty in ſome occa- 
fonal converſation gave orders to Monſ. de 
Villeroy, your ſecretary, to direct Meff, 
Marmande and Apa to employ me in ſuch 
a work and ſupply me with money; for 
«without that aſſiſtance I could not poſſibly 
have gone on with the work. With regard 
to the heads, I ſhould not have thought 'of 
eafting ſuch large pieces, except meerly to try 
my hand at that branch of buſineſs. The 
baſes I made in a perſuaſion, that they were 
adrnirably ſuited to ſuch figures; however, 
in all T undertook, I endeavoured to do my 


raſan and never loſe ſight of what your majeſty 
intended. 
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intended. True it is I made the great 


Coloſſal ſtatue, and brought it to its pre- 


ſent degree of perfection, at my own ex- 
pence; for it appeared to me that it would 
become the dignity of ſo great a monarch 
and reflect forme honour on my lender 
abllities, that fach a ſtatue ſhould: be 
made in your kingdom, as had never 
been ſeen by the ancients. But ſinee 1 
percerve that God has not thought pro- 
per to render me worthy of fo honourable 
a ſervice, I requeſt it of your majeſty, that 
inſtead of the noble recompence you in- 
tended to make me for my labours, you 
would only give me a ſmall ſhare of yaur 
good will, and leave to depart; if you con- 
deſcend to grant me this favour, I will in- 
ſtantly ſet out for Italy, returning thanks 


to the Supreme Being for the happy hours 


that I have been in your majeſty's ſervice. 
When I had finithed, the king took me by 
the hand, and in the kindeſt manner ima- 


ginable, raiſed me from the ground; he 


told me that I ſhould be contented wit 
his ſervice, - and that all I had done for him 
he was highly pleaſed with: turning after- 
1 N to the noblemen preſent, he deliber- 


ately 
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ately uttered theſe words ; I really believe 
that if there were to be gates to Paradiſe, 
it never could have any finer than this. 
When I ſaw that he had made an end of 
ſpeaking, though his words were highly fa- 
vourable to me, I again in the moſt reſpec- 
ful manner returned him thanks, at the 
ſame. time repeating my requeſt to be diſ- 
miſſed, as my. reſentment had not yet en- 
tirely 1 ſubſided. When the great monarch 
perceived that I made ſuch a return to his 
extraordinary careſſes, he commanded me 
in a loud and tremendous voice, not to ut- 
ter another word, for that if I did I ſhould 
repent it ; he farther added, that he would 
{mother me in gold, and that he gave me 


| leave to depart ; that the works which he 


had employed me upon, were not ſo much as 
begun ; ; but with reſpect to what I had done 
out. of my own head, he was very, well 
pleaſed, and he ſhould never have any o- 
ther difference with me, becauſe he knew 
me thoroughly ; that I ſhould endeavour 


to ſtudy his temper and know him, as duty 


required of me. After anſwering that I 
thanked God and his majeſty for every 


a view 


5 thing, ; I requeſted him to come and. take 
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a view of the Coloſſal Watte which was 


by this time in great forwardneſs; ſo he 


came to my houſe. I cauſed the ſtatue to 
be uncovered, and nothing could equal his 
aſtoniſhment at beholding it: he gave or- 
ders to one of his ſecretaries, inſtantly to 
reimburſe me the money I had ſpent out of 
my own pocket, let the ſum be ever ſo great, 
provided I gave him an account written 
with my own hand: upon which he left 
the place ſaying to me; adieu, mon ami, 
my friend, farewel ; an N ſeldom 
_ uſed by a king * 

When he got back to his palace, be 
br not help thinking of the words 1 
had uſed to him, ſome of which were 0 
very humble, and others ſo exceſſively pro rg 
and Fan >. that they had nettled hu 
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St. Paul, one of the great barons of F ah 
happened to be preſent. That nobleman, 


who had always warmly profeſſed himſelf : 


my friend, upon that occaſion convinced the 
whole kingdom of the ſincerity of his, pro- 
feſſions: after a good deal of converſation the 
king complained of the cardinal of Ferrara; 
that 
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that when he had put me under his. care, he 
gave himſelf no longer any concern about 
me; and though I had not quitted the king- 
dom, it was not the cardinal that had pre- 
vented me; therefore he had ſerious thoughts 
of putting me under the care of ſome other 
perſon fitter for that office, as he did not 
chuſe to be any longer in danger of loſing 
me. At theſe words Monſ. de St. Paul 
offered his ſervice, telling the king, that he 
would take particular care that I ſhould no 
longer be any way tempted to leave the 
kingdom. The king replied, that he con- 
ſented, if St. Paul would tell him the 
method he would purſue to prevent me 
from deſerting his ſervice. Madame 
D'Eſtampes all this while was in a very ill 
humour, and St. Paul for a time declined. 
anfwering his majeſty: but the king having 
aſked the queſtion a ſecond time, St. Paul 
to pleaſe Madame D'Eſtampes, made an- 
fwer ; I ſhould order Benvenuto to be hang- 
ed, and then you would be ſure of his not 
making his eſcape out of the kingdom. 
Madame D'Eftampes burſt into a loud 
laugh, and declared it was what I very 
well deſerved. The king thereupon began 


te 


to laugh to keep her company : he agreed, 
he ſaid, to St. Paul's hanging me, provided 


the latter could firſt find an artiſt of equal 


abilities; and though I had never done any 


thing to deſerve hanging, he in that caſe left 


him entirely at liberty to act as he thought 


proper. Thus did the day end, and I re- 


maine. in ſecurity and perfect health, for 
which thanks and praiſe be to the Al- 


mighty. 

At this time the king had opt une 
the war with the emperor, but not to that 
with the Engliſh ; inſomuch that thoſe de- 


vils cauſed us great perplexity : the king 


whoſe thoughts were not entirely engroſſed 
by pleaſure, had commanded Piero Strozzi 


to ſail with certain gallies into the Engliſh 


| ſeas, though it was a very difficult and 
dangerous enterpriſe. That excellent offi- 


cer was one of the greateſt men of the 
age in which he lived, and at the ſame 


time one of the moſt unfortunate. Se- 


veral months had paſſed ſince I had re- 


ceived any money, nor any order to 
work, inſomuch that I had diſmiſſed all 
my journeymen, except the two Italians; 
Fhom 1 employed in making two little 


vaſes 


| 

| 

| 
.. 
| 

| 

| 
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vaſes of my own ſilver, becauſe they did 
not underſtand working in bronze. As ſooh 
as they had finiſhed theſe pieces, I carried. 
them to a town belonging to the queen 
of Navarre, called Argenton, diftant ſe- 
veral days journey from Paris. 1 arrived 
at the place, and found the king indiſ- 
poſed : the cardinal of Ferrara informed 
his majeſty of my arrival; the king 
made him no anſwer ; ſo that I was ob- 
if Sed to ſtay there ſeveral days in great 
lexity, and indeed 1 never was more 
diſguſted in the whole courſe of my life, 
Not long after I preſented” myſelf one 
evening before his majeſty, and ſhewed 
him the two fine vaſes, with which he 
was highly delighted. When IT faw him 
in a good humour, I requeſted him to let 
me make a tour to Italy, for pleaſure and 
recreation; and that I would leave ſeven 
months falary which his majeſty” was in 
arrear to me, to be remitted to me in Italy, 
incaſe I wanted it. I begged that he would 
be gr aciouſſy pleaſed to grant me that fa- 
vour, as it was then a time to think of 
8 operations, and not of making ſta- 


tues. I added, that as his majeſty had 
25 : — 
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granted Bologna the painter ſuch a favour, 


I hope he would ſhew me the ſame indul- 


gence. Whilſt I uttered theſe words, the 
king. looked attentively at the two vaſes, 
and. ſometimes frowned at me ſo ſternly, 


that I was quite ſhocked : I however con- 


tinued to requeſt the ſame favour, and in- 
treated him to grant it me in the moſt per- 
ſuaſive manner J poſſibly could. He ap- 

to me to be in a great paſſion, and 
upon his riſing, ſpoke to me thus in Italian: 
Benvenuto, you are a great fool; carry 
thoſe vaſes directly to Paris, for I want to 


have them gilt; and without making me 


any other anſwer, he departed. I repaired 
to the cardinal of Ferrara, and requeſted 
him, that ſince he had been ſo goed a \ friend 


to me in delivering me out of priſon in 


Rome, and conferring on me ſo many 


other favours, he would add one more to 
them, in endeavouring to procure leave for 


me from his majeſty to return to Italy. 


The cardinal made anſwer, that he would 
gladly do any thing that lay in his power 
to oblige me, and that I might leave the 


affair entirely to him: nay, that if I 


choſe it, I mg go directly, and he would 


- 
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take care to excuſe me to the king. I then 
ſaid to him, that ſince his majeſty had put 
me under the care of his reverence, if he 
were pleaſed to give me leave, I would ſet 
out directly, and return whenever he ſhould 
think proper to ſignify his -pleaſure. The 
cardinal deſired me to go to Paris, and 
ſtay there a week, aſſuring me that he would 
in that time obtain leave for me to return 
to my own country; that in caſe however, 
the king was againſt my going, he would 
let me know it by letter: but if I did not 
hear from him in that time, 1 wel ſet 
| out for Italy. | 
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cl. i: A Pa 
| The ln having 22 5 affairs, haves 
| bi houſe and effects in the care of twwo er- 
., vants, and ſets out for Italy—Aſcanto i- 
4 ent after bim to demand the two. vaſes be- 
longing to the king—Terrible farm in the 
neighbourhood of Lyons—The author. meets 
count Galeotto f Mirandola in Italy, who 
apprizes him of the treachery of the cardinal 
of Ferrara and his two ſervants— At. Pla- 
centia he meets with duke Pierluig. MA bat 
paſſed at their interview——He arri ves, ſafe 
at Florence, where he finds his fiſter with W 
toe x young 2 


＋ my return to Paris, I followed the 
cardinal's directions, and made very 


Sos caſes for the two pieces of plate : twenty 
_ being . I got ready for my de- 
N. 2 Parture, 


190 TU LIFE oe 

arture, and put the two vaſes upon a mule 
of burthen, which had been lent me as far 
8 Lyons, by the biſhop of Pavia, to whom 
J had again given an apartment in my caſ- 
tle. I departed in an unlucky hour with 
ſignor Hippolito Gonzaga, (ho received 
the king's pay, and was likewiſe in the 
ſervice of count Galeotto of Mirandola) 
with ſome other gentlemen belonging to 
the ſaid count. There likewiſe went with 
dus Lionardo Tedaldi, a Florentine. I left 
under the care of my journeymen my caſ- 
te and all my effects, amongſt which were 
ſomelittlevaſesjuſt begun: there was likewiſe 
: in my houſe a good deal of furniture of great 
value, for I made a conſiderable figure at Paris. 
The value of theſe effects of mine amounted 
to above fifteen hundred crowns: I deſired 
Aſeanio to remember all the favours he had 
received from me, telling him, that hitherto 
he had been only a giddy youth, but it was 
then high time for him to think ſolidly, 
and behave like a man; that I choſe to 
leave under his care all my effects, and even 
my honour itſelf; — that in caſe he 
happened to be ill-uſed by any of thofe 
| & yo raſcals, he _ no. more to do but 
write 
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write to me, and I would inſtantly ride poſt 
to Paris, as well on account of the great 

obligations I had to the king of France, as 
to aſſert my honour. Aſcanio ſaid to me 
with the counterfeit tears of a thief; 1 
never had a more indulgent and tender fas 
ther than you: I will therefore always be⸗ 
have to you as the moſt dutiful ſon would 
to the beſt and kindeſt of fathers. Matters 
being thus ſettled, I ſet out, attended by a 
footman and a little French boy. In about 
ſix hours after my departure, there came ta 
my houſe ſome of the treaſurers who were by 
no means my friends : theſe raſcallions or 
dered ſignor Guido and the archbiſhop, of 
Pavia to ſend after me directly for the king's - 

vaſes; otherwiſe they would ifpatch. a pers 
ſon for them in a manner that I ſhould-not 
like. The biſhop and ſignor Guido were 
much more afraid upon the occaſion. than 
they nerd have been, ſo that they imme 
diately ſent after me the treacherous, Aſ- 
canio, * I ſaw about midnight. I was 
kept awake by my anxiety, and ſaid in a 
ſorrowful mood to myſelf, to whoſe care 
do I leave my effects _ my caſtle? What 
Ik decree of fate obliges me to pnder- 
N 3 take 
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take EY journey ! The cardinal muſt cer! 
tainly be in a confederacy with Madame 
D'Eſtampes, who deſires nothing more ear- 
neſt! than that I ſhould forfeit that good 
King's favour. Whilſt I was in this agita- 
tion of mind, hearing myſelf called by Aſ- 
canio, I inſtantly roſe, and aſked him, Lhe? 
ther, he brought me good or bad news? 
The thief anſwered, I bring you good news, 
but you muſt ſend back the vaſes, for thoſe 
hhoat them; ſo that the biſhop and Signor 
Guido inſiſt upon your ſending them back 
by all means; be under no apprehenſions 
about any thing elſe, but make your tour, 
and enjoy all the pleaſures that life can 
afford. I thereu pon put the two vaſes into 
bis hands, but the money and other effects 
I carried to the abbey of the cardinal of 
Ferrara at Lyons ; for though it was given 
out, that I intended to carry them with me 
to Italy, it is well known that no ſpecie 
either gold or ſilver can be conveyed out of 
the kingdom without particular permiſſion: 
it ſhould therefore be well conſidered, whe- 
f ther it would have been, poſſible for me to 
carry off the two large beautiful vaſes, 
which 


0 * 
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which with the boxes that contained them 
loaded a mule: it is true that as they were 
very fine things, and of great value, I was 
apprehenſive of the king's death, having left 
him very much indiſpoſed; but I comforted 
myſelf with the reflexion, that if any thing 
were to happen, I could not loſe them as they 
were in the hands of the cardinal. To pro- 
ceed, I ſent back the mule with the vaſes 
and other things of value, and with the 
company abovementioned continued my 
journey, the next morning : but I could not 
all the whole way refrain from ſighing and 
weeping. I ſometimes indeed ſought: con- 
ſolation, by addreſſing myſelf to God in 
ſuch terms as theſe: O Lord, to whom 
the truth is manifeſt, thou knoweſt that 
J travel in this manner meerly to aſſiſt 
fix poor unfortunate maidens, and their 
mother, who is my own fiſter ; for though 
their father is ſtill living, he is Jo far 
advanced in years, and makes fo little by 
his buſineſs, that they may probably be in 
very diſtreſſed circumſtances : therefore in 
performing this pious office, I hope from 
thy divine majeſty aſſiſtance and advice. 
This was my only conſolation as I travelled 
z 4: on 


184 THE LIFE 


on to Italy. When we were * a 
day' s journey of Lyons, it being almoſt | 
ten o'clock at night, ſome. dry * 
claps were heard, and the air flaſhed with 
lightning; I was about a bow-ſhot before 
my companions; after the lightning there 
iſſued ſo loud and terrible a rattle from the 
ſky, that I thought it was the day of judg- 
ment: I ſtopped a while, when there be- 
gan to fall a thick ſhower of hail, without 
a ſingle drop of rain; the hailſtones were - 
of an extraordinary thickneſs, and hurt 
me exceſſively; the ſhower grew thicker 
and thicker, ſo that the hailſtones at laſt 
were as big as the ſtones of a croſs-bow. 
Perceiving my horſe terribly frighted, 1 
rid back with the utmoſt ſpeed, till 1 
came up with my company, who being 
ſeized with a panic of the fame ſort, 
had taken ſhelter in a grove of pines : the 
hail at length roſe to the ſize of lemons, and 
I cried out, Have mercy upon me, O God; 
whilſt I was devoutly addreſſing the Deity, -- | 
there came a hailſtone ſo big, that it broke 
off a large branch of the pine-tree, under 
the ſhelter of which I thought myſelf in 


* another heap of the hailſtones fell 
upon 
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upon the head of my horſe, which ſeemed 
juſt ready to drop 45 and one of them 
hit myſelf, but not compleatly, for it would 
certainly have killed me: another likewiſe. 
ſtruck poor old Lionardo Tedaldi, fo that 
he, 5 65 like me, had been almoſt upon his 
knees, fell with his hands to the ground. 
Perceiving then that this branch could no 
longer afford ſhelter either to myſelf or the 
reſt, and that beſides ſinging pſalms, ſome 
exertion of the powers was neceſſary, I be- 
gan to wrap my cloaths about my head, and 
told Lionardo, who was inceſſantly crying 


out, Jeſus, Jeſus; that Jeſus would aſſiſt 


him, if he endeavoured to help himſelf ; ſo 
that I found more difficulty in attending to 
this old man's preſervation, than to my | 
own, This trouble laſted for a conſider- 
able time, and at laſt ceaſed : after we had 
been all terribly pelted, we remounted our 
horſes the beſt we could; and whilſt we 
were travelling on to the inn where we in- 
tended to lodge, and ſhewing each other our 
hurts and bruiſes, we found at about a miles 
diſtance a ſcene of diſtreſs ſo much deeper 
than our own, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
to deſeribe it. The trees were all broken 
down, 
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down, and all the. cattle were deprived of 
life; we likewiſe found a great many 
ſhepherds killed, and upon ſeeing ſeveral 
hailſtones, which a man would have found 
it a difficult matter to have graſped with 
both hands, we thought ourſelves very 
happy in having come off as we did. We 
were then ſenſible, that calling upon God 
and ſinging thoſe pſalms had done us more 
good than we could have done ourſelves: 
we therefore returned thanks to the Supreme 
Being, and continued our journey to Lyons, 
The day following we arrived at that city, 
and made a ftay of a week; after having 
well refreſhed ourſelves, we continued our 
journey, and paſſed the mountains happily: 
there I bought a colt, becauſe the bag- 
gage I had with me, had quite "ney 
IP horſes. 

When we had been a day in Italy we were 
| diner by count Galeotto of Mirandola who 
had travelled poſt ; he ſtayed a while with us 
and told me, that J had taken a wrong ftep 
in leaving France; that it would be adviſ- 
able for me not to proceed any farther, be- 
cauſe my affairs might ſuddenly change their 


afpect, and take a more favourable turn 
* than 
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than ever: he concluded with obſerving that 
by continuing my journey I ſhould open a field 
to my enemies, and give them an opportunity 
to hurt me; whereas by returning directly, I 

ſhould defeat the ſtratagems of their malice, 
and prevent them from taking effect; he ad- 
ded that thoſe in whom I put the greateſt con- 
fidence, were the very perſons that impoſed 
upon me. The count did not chuſe to ex- 
plain himſelf any further, but knew very 
well that the cardinal of Ferrara was in a 
confederacy with my two rogues of journey- 
men, in whoſe care I had left all my effects. 
He again repeated it, that I ought by all 


„ means to return to Paris, and taking leave 


of me travelled on with poſt horſes, whilſt 
I with my company above mentioned choſe 

to ride foreward alſo. Being in a conſtant | 
agitation, ſometimes wiſhing to arrive 
ſpeedily at Florence, ſometimes deſirous to 
return to France, I continued in this irreſo- 
Tate ſtate, till at laſt J formed a reſolution 
to take poſt, in order to reach Florence 
with the utmoſt expedition. As I could not 
reconcile my mind to go back to France, 1 
determined to go and pals a melancholy life 
at FPIOrece; and therefore parted company 
h with 
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with ſignor Hippolito Gonzaga, who had 
taken the road to Mirandola; mine was 
through Parma and Placentia. Being arrived 
at Placentia I happened to meet in one of the 
ſtreets of that city with duke Parluigi, who 
examining me attentively knew me again: 
ſenſible that all I had ſuffered in the 
caſtle of St. Angolo took its riſe from this 
man, I felt the utmoſt indignation at the 
fight of him; but not being able to think 
of any expedient to get out of his power; I 
at laſt reſolved to pay him a viſit: I entered 
juſt as the ſervants were taking away, and 
there were with him ſome perſons belong 
ing to the family of Landi, the ſame by 
whom he was afterwards murdered. At 
my arrival he laviſhed his careſſes upon me 
immoderately; he then entered into con- 
verſation, and told thoſe preſent that 1 
had been a long time in priſon at Rome: 
he addreſſed himſelf afterwards to me and 
faid; my good friend Benvenuto I was 
very ſorry for your misfortune, from my 
conſciouſneſs of your innocence, but it 
was not in my power to relieve you; my 
father perſecuted you at the inſtigation 


Wm 1 of your enemies, who had inſinu- 
ated 
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ated that you had ſpoken ill of him, though 
Jam certain you never did, and was very 
much concerned for your ſufferings. To 
theſe words he added ſo many more of the 
ſame tendency, that he ſeemed almoſt to 
alk. my pardon. He enquired next about 
the ſeveral pieces of work, that I had 
done for his + moſt Chriſtian majeſty: 
upon my giving him an account of 
them, he ſeemed to be all attention, and 
liſtened to me with the greateſt complai- 
fance imaginable. This being over he 
aſked me whether I was willing to enter 
into his ſervice; I made anſwer that I could 
not conſiſtently with the laws of honour; 
adding that if I had once finiſhed the great 
works that J had begun for the king, I 
would neglect the ſervice of all the greateſt 
lords, to devote myſelf entirely to his . 
enen Bot 4 
Upon this oceaſion the divine Juſtice, 
(which never leaves thoſe unpuniſhed who 
oppreſs and ll-treat the innocent) diſplay- 
ed itſelf conſpicuouſly : this man, as as it 
were, aſked pardon of me in the preſence 
of thoſe who ſoon. after revenged me as well 
as many more, that had been uſed hy 
berg him 
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him with barbarity: therefore no prince, 
nor lord, however potent, ſnould laugh at 
the divine vengeance; which was the caſe 
of many of thoſe who moſt cruelly outraged 
me, as I ſhall inform the reader in due time. 
I do not write this narrative of my adven- 
tures through a motive of vanity; but 
meerly to return thanks to God, who has 
extricated me out of ſo. many trials and 
difficulties; who likewiſe delivers me from 
thoſe that daily impend over me: upen 
all occaſions I pay my addreſſes to him, 
call upon him as my defender, and recom- 
mend | myſelf to his care: I always exert 
my utmoſt efforts to extricate myſelf, but 
when J am quite at a loſs and all my powers 
fail me, then the force of the deity diſplays 
itſelf, that formidable force which unexpec- 
tedly attacks thoſe who wrong and oppreſs 
_ Others, and ſuch as neglect the great and 
n 8 aura to which God. has enjoined 
| unte 


4; my return to my i inn 1 nd that 
ah duke had ſent me ſeveral conſiderable 
preſents - of meats and wines; I eat 
heartily ; and having mounted a horſe- 
back bent my courſe towards Florence: 
T's at 


at my arrival in that city I found my ſiſter 
with ſix little daughters, one of whom was 
marriageable, and one ſtill in the nurſe's 
arms; I likewiſe found her huſband there, 
who on account of a variety of accidents 
that had befallen him, no longer continued 
his buſineſs. I had above a twelvemonth 
before ſent them jewels and French preſents 
to the value of above two thouſand ducats, 
and had then brought with me to the 
amdunt of a thouſand crowns. Upon this 
occaſion I diſcovered, that though I allowed 
them four gold crowns a months, they every 
day raiſed money upon my preſents, which 
they were continually felling. My brother- 
in-law was a man of ſo much principle, that 
for fear I ſhould be angry with him, when 
the money I ſent him for his ſupport proved 
inſufficient, he pawned all he had in the 
world, and borrowed upon the moſt exor- 
bitant intereſt, purely to avoid meddling 
with money that was not intended for him: 
in conſequence of this behaviour I knew him 
to be a man of great virtue and integrity, 
conceived a greater deſire to ſerve him than 
ever, and grew impatient to provide for all 

_ little daughters before I left Florence. 


wy * 
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| Cellini 15 graciouſly received by Coſmo de Mee 
dici, grand duke of Tuſcany—after a long 


conference he engages in the duke's ſervice 

ne duke aſſigns Cellini a houſe to work 
in. Delays of the duke's ſervants to fit it up 
fo the author's uſe——Ridiculous ſcene between 
bin and the duke's fleward. . 


HE duke of Florence 3 to 
be about this time, which was the 
month of Auguſt in the year 1545, at Co- 
jano, a place ten miles diſtant from Flo- 
rence, I waited on his excellency meerly to 
compliment him ; as I was a citizen of Flo- 
rence, andas my anceſtors had been verymuch 
9 attached to the houſe of Medici, but none of 
9 them more ſo than myſelf: I therefore re- 
ö | paired to Cojano, ſolely to pay my reſpects 
to duke Coſmo, whom I had an affection 
for, and not with an mtention to make any 
ſtay. But as God orders all things for the 
beſt, it was his divine will that when the 
duke ſaw me, after n me with the 
fgreateſt 
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gente kindneſs, and profuſely 3 
his careſſes on me, both he and the dutche 

began to enquire about the different works 
that I had made for the king of France. 
T gladly and without heſitation gave them 


a circumſtantial narrative of all T had done 


for that monarch. When the duke had 
heard me to an end, he ſaid that he had been 
informed of the whole before, and that all 
F had related wWas true; he then ex- 
claimed, how ill have ſo many great and 
beautiful works been rewarded'! my good 
friend Benvenuto, if you would do ſome - 
thing for me, I would pay you in another 
gueſs manner than that king has done, | 
upon whom you - laviſh your praiſes. I 
then replied that I had great obligations to 
his "majeſty for delivering me from an 
unjuſt” confinement, and afterwards” giv- 
ing me an opportunity of ſignalizing my- 
ſelf by the moſt admirable performances 
that were ever done by any artificer. 
Whilſt J expreſſed myſelf thus, the duke 
made ſtrange contorſions, and ſeemed hard- 
Iy to have patience to hear me out; as ſoon 
as I had ceaſed ſpeaking, he ſaid: if you are 
willing to work for me, I will pay you in 
0 II. O 1 
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ſuch a manner, as will perhaps f 
you, provided I am pleaſed with your Per- 
formance, as I make no doubt but I ſhall. 
I like a poor unfortunate creature as I was, 
being deſirous of ſhewing that ſince I left 
that admirable ſchool I had cultivated ta- 
lents which it did not think of, anſwered the 
duke that I would gladly undertake to 
make a great ſtatue of 3 or bronze for 

his fine ſquare at Florence. He replied 
that all he deſired for a ſpecimen, was a 
perſeus. This he had expreſſed a defire of 
having for ſome time, and bid me 
him a little model of one; accordingly in a 

few weeks I finiſhed one about a cubit in 
tength : : it was made of yellow wax, and 
both ingenuity and labour were exerted in 
the execution. The duke came to Florence 
and before I could have. an opportunity: of 
ſhewing him this model, there paſſed ſeveral 
days, during which he W as if he had 
never ſeen nor known me, ſo that I began 
to think myſelf upon indifferent terms with 
his excellency. But having one day after 
dinner carried the model into his wardrobe, I 
found him with the dutcheſs and ſome of the 
nobility”; z he no ſooner ſaw it, but he was 
Not * Pleaſed 
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pleaſed with and praiſed it to exceſs; which 
made me in ſome meaſure hope that he 
would have a right idea of it. When he 
had ſufficiently viewed it, his ſatisfaction 
was greatly increaſed and he expreſſed him- 
ſelf to this effect: my friend Benvenuto, if 
you were to make a great work according 
to this little model, it would ſurpaſs every 
thing in the ſquare. I then replied: moſt 
excellent Sir, in the ſquare of Florence are 
the works of the great Donatello and the 
admirable Michael Angelo, the two greateſt 
ſtatuaries ſince the days of the ancients; 
your excellency therefore pays me a high 
compliment, for I will take upon me that 
the execution of the work ſhall be three 
times as maſterly as that of the model. 

Phe duke, who maintained that he was a 
great connoiſſeur in theſe things, diſputed 
the matter with me for a while. I \anifwer-. 
ed that my works would decide the conteſt, 
and put his excellency out of all doubt, 
for I was ſure of being able to do more 
than keep my word; I at the ſame time 
deſired he would afford me the means 
of carrying my deſign into execution, 
1 without ſuch aſſiſtanee it would 
ly O 2 be 
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be impoſſible for me to keep the pro- 
miſe 1 had made his excellency. Upon 
Which he bid me give in to him a written“ 
account of all I had occaſion for, without 
-omitting a ſingle article, and he would take 
care I ſhould be properly ſupplied. Certain 
it is, that if I had been ſufficiently. cautious 
to makean agreement in writing for all that 
1 had occaſion for in my works, I ſhould 
not have had half the trouble and perplex- 
ity which 1 brought upon myſelf by my 
own negligence ; for the duke ſeemed to 
have a great deſire to have works done, and 
to ſupply thoſe employed in them: but 1 
not being aware that he intended to engage 
in great undertakings, proceeded in the 
moſt generous manner with his excellency. 
I however made out the account in writing, 
which was anſwered with the greateſt. li- 
berality imaginable: whereupon I ſaid ; moſt 
noble patron, contracts do not properly 
conſiſt in verbal agreements, nor in ſuch 
writings as this ; all that is required 1s that 
I ſhould keep my promiſe with your ex- 
cellency; in caſe I ſucceed, I take it for 
granted you will remember me, and perform 
all. that you have Fe on your part. 
Upon 
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Upon my 1 myſelf thus, the duke 
was ſo highly pleaſed with my words 
and my behaviour, that both he he! the 
avtches: laviſhed upon me the moſt extra- 
| ordinary compliments and careſfes conceiv- 
able. As I had a ſtrong deſire to ſet about 
my work. directly, I told his excellency that 
17 had occaſion for a houſe of ſuch a fort, 
that I could conveniently ſet up my little 
furnaces in it, and carry on a variety of 
Works, both of earth and bronze, and of 
gold and ſilver ſeparately ; for I knew how 
likely he. was to make uſe of me in the 
various. branches of my buſineſs, and I could 
not conduct it without proper apartments 
for the purpoſe. I told him at the ſame time 
that to convince his excellency how zealous I 
was to ſerve him, I had already pitched upon 
a houſe that would anſwer my intentions, 
and with the ſituation of which I was highly 
pleaſed: but as I did not intend to trouble him 
for money or any thing elle, till he bad ſeen 
my per formance, I had brought two jewels 
with me from France, with which I re- 
queſted his excellency to purchaſe that 
| Houle for me; and deſired. he would keep 
them in his poſſeſſion till I had earned them 
3 | by 
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by my labour: the workmanſhip of theſe 
jewels was exquiſite, and done by my jour- 
neymen from my own deſigns. After hav- 
ing looked at them for 'a time, the duke 
expreſſed himſelf in theſe encouraging 
terms, which inſpired me with the moſt 
flattering expectations. Take your jewels 
again, Benvenuto, for it is you I want and 
not them; you ſhall have the houſe you 
mention without its coſting you any thing; 
he then wrote a line under my memorial, 
which I have ever ſince kept by mie, and 
the purport of which was as follows. Let 
the houſe be examined, and the price of 
it inquired into, for we intend it for Ben- 
venuto. When I read this order, I thought 
myſelf ſure of the houſe, and fancied that 
my works would not fail to give the higheſt 
ſatisfaction to my employer. His excellency 
at the ſame time gave expreſs orders about 
the affair to his ſteward,” named Pier Fran- 
teſco Riccio, (who was a. native of Prato, 
and had formerly been tutor to the duke). 
1 ſpoke to this fool of a fellow, and 
gave him an exact account of all T ſtood 
in need of: for 1 propoſed to ere& a ſhop 
on a piece of ground Which was then Taid 
out 
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out in a garden: ſteward amediatly 


employed a cloſe, al agent w whoſe name 


Was Lattanzio. Gorini, This. little man; 
who, ſeemed. to crawl like a ſpider, had a 
feeble. voice reſembling that of a gnat, and 
was as ſlow as a ſnail 1 in his motions : he 


unluckily cauſed, ſuch a ſmall quantity of 


ee ſand and mortar to be brought to 
e ſpot, as would have ſcarce made a pigeon- 
houſe. Perceiving that things went on 


ill, I began to be alarmed; I however fald 


within myſelf, little beginnings ſometimes 
conduct to a great end: I likewiſe conceived 
ſome hopes, from ſeeing how many thouſand 
ducats the duke had ſquandered away upon 
ſome little ordinary works of ſculpture done 
by the ſtupid Baccio Bandinello. So roufing 
my ſpirits the beſt I could, I did my utmoſt 


to ſtimulate Lattanzio, and the better to ex- | 


cite him, I employed ſome other mean fel- 
| lows, that had an influence over him to 
remind him of his duty. Although I had 
fo. many difficulties to encounter, I with 
my own money cauſed a place t to be marked 
out for a ſhop; ordering vines and other 
trees to be plucked up by, the roots, with 
my uſual ardour and even with a degree of 
8 fury. 


— 
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fury, At the: ſame time I employed one 


Taſſo, a carpenter; who was my intimate 
friend, and got him to make certain props 


and ſupports of wood, that I might begin 


my great ſtatue of Perſeus. This Taſſo was 
an excellent workman; I do not think he 
was ever equalled in his buſineſs: beſides 
he was facetious and merry; for every time 
I went to him, he came up to me ſmiling, 
with a ballad in his hand: I was by this 
time half deſperate, as well from having 


heard that my affairs were in a very un- 
toward ſituation in France, as becauſe I 


had but little hopes from my employers 


here on account of their coldneſs. I con- 


ſtantly put a conſtraint upon myſelf, to hear 
one half of my carpenter's ballad, but at 
laſt I grew chearful in his company, making 
an effort to diſpel ſome of my * | 


and deſponding thoughts. 


I had now given proper directions con- 
cerning all the things abovementioned, and 


began to huyry the workmen on, that 1 
might the ſooner prepare for my great un- 


dertaking: already part of the mortar had 


been uſed, when I was ſent for by the duke's, 


ſteward ; Upon: which I inſtantiy. Te] to 
him 


< 
, 
Py [ 
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him, and found him juſt after the duke * 
had dined, in the hall of the pa ace whet 
the clock ſtood: as 1 apptoac ed him eng 
reſpect, 'he with great 'rudetieſs and aſpe-" 
rity aſked me, who had put me in 505 3 
ſeſſion” of that kouſe, and by what authority 
Thad begun to build there? adding that he 
was quite ſurprized at my boldneſs and pre- 
ſumption. 'T anſwered that I had been put 
in poſſeſſion of the houſe by his excellency, 
who had upon the occafion employed one 
Lattanzio Gorini as his agent; that the faid' 
Lattanzio had cauſed ſtones; ſand and mor 
tar to be carried to the houſe, and had ſup- 
plied me with all that I wanted; I added 
that for all this I had received his own Or 
der, thou gh he queſtioned me about my 
authority. When I had expreſſed myKlf 
in this manner, the beaſtly fellow fle into 
a more violent paſſion than at firſt, and told 
me that neither he nor any of thoſe I men- 
tioned had ſpoke the truth. This beha- 
viour at laft provoked my reſentment, and 
I replied to him in theſe terms: Mr. Stew V 
ard, ſo long as you ſpeak in a manner a 
greeable to the dignity of your chafacter, 
1 era have a due regard for you, and * 


dreſs 


_ rr LIE oF 

the fame reſpect that I 5 
but in caſe you behave 
otherwiſe, I os ſpe ak to you only as T. 
Franceſco, del Ricci Hereupon the old 
| man flew into ſuch a paſſion, that 1 
thought he would inſtantiy have been de- 
prived of his ſenſes: he told me with much 
opprobrious language, that he was ſurpriſed 
he ſhould condeſcend ſo far as to ſpeak to 
ſuch a perſon as me. At theſe 1 words I was 
incenſed with the higheſt indignation, and 
ſaid: hear me a word or two. T. Franceſco 
del Riccio, and. I will tell you who are my 
equals, and who are yours; yours are peda- 
gogues that teach children to read. The 
old man thereupon with a countenance quite 
inflamed with choler, raiſed his voice, and 
repeated the very lame words as before: I 
began in my turn to look big, and aſſumin 
ſomewhat to myſelf, told him that ſuc 
men as I,were worthy of ſpeaking to Popes, 
emperors, and mighty monarchs :, that there 
was perhaps but one ſuch as lin the world, 
whereas there were dozens ſuch as he to be 
met with in every corner. When he heard 
this, he went up towards a, window i in the 


Sal, and deſired me to repeat my words 
once 


CELL NI. 203 


once more; I accordingly repeated them 
more boldly than at firſt; adding, that 1 
no longer deſired to ſerve tlie duke, and that 
I would go back to France, where I was 
ſure of beinig welcome. The fool remained 
quite thunder ſtruck, and as pale as aſhes, 
whilſt 1 went off in a violent paſſion, with a 
reſolution to leave the place; and would to 
God 1 had Put my deſign in execution. 
The duke certainly did not immediately hear 
of this deviliſh broil, for I ſtayed a few days, 
having laid aſide all thoughts of Florence, 
except fo far as related to my ſiſter and my 
nieces, whom I provided for the beſt I could 
with what little money I had left. I was 
then for returning to France, without any 
inclination ever to fee Italy again, being re- 
folved to go off with all poſſible expedition, 
and that without taking my leave of the 
duke or any body elſe whatever. One 
morning the ſteward ſent for me of hisown 
accord; and began with an air of great hu- 
mility to make a long pedantic oration, 5 | 
which I could perceive neither method, e- 


nergy, head or tail; all I could gde oth 
it was, that as he profeſſed himſelf to be 

a chriſtian, he did not care to harbour 
| malice 
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malice againſt any Ny and now he aſked me 
in the duke s name what ſalary I required for 
my ſapport. I thereupon continued for a 
time wrapt up in meditation, without re- 
turning any anſwer, and the reaſon. was that 
I did not intend to, ſtay at Florence; Per- 
ceiving that I did not anſwer immediately, 
he carried his complaiſance ſo far as to ſay: 
Benvenuto, a duke 1s deſerving of an an- 
ſwer, what I ſay to you is by the duke 's 
orders. I then, replied, and bid bim tell 
his excellency, that I could by no means 
ſubmit to be below any of thoſe of my pro- 
feſſion, whom he had at his court. The 
ſteward immediately ſaid: Bandinello has 
a. penſion of two, hundred crowns a year; 


1⁰ that if that ſum will ſatisfy you, your 


Kals 


ry is fixed; I told him it would, and 
f.I deſerved any thing over, it might be 

wen me after my works had been ſeen, 

nd ſhould be left entirely to his excellen- 
Gy's judgment and pleaſure... Thus did I 
Aae my inclination again engage in this 
ſervice, and began to work; the duke every 
day laviſhed new favours on me, and treat- 
ed W with the reel kindne concave 
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tbor by tbe creacherous inſinuations of Ce. 
| 51g ni q own ſervants—This prevents his return 
to France He undertakes a large flatue of | 
Perſcus and Andromeda; but meets with great 
' difficulty in carrying on the work, through 
if _ The jealouſy and perfidious behaviour of the 
ſculptor Bandinello — He receives letters 
1 55 France, by which he ts cenſured for 
returning to Italy before he had ſettled his 
accounts with the ki ng—He anſwers 45 
gi ving à clear account in uriting Sto ry 
* 2 fraud committed by the grand dithe's 
1 e in the ſale of a di amond—Iillain- 
ous behaviour of the duke's fteward, in ſub» 
 borning a woman to accuſe Cellini of having 
committed an unnatural c crime bon the body 
1 4 ny Jon: | 
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D. ters from France, from my faithful 
friend ſignor Guido Guidi; but none of 
hey letters had brou ght * bad news; 
Aſcanio 


. 
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theſe diſreſpectf 


and idependants as. at firſt; but if I never 
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Aſcanio himſelf wrote to me from time to 


time, deſiring me to indulge my genius 
without reſerve, and aſſuring me, that if 


any thing happened, he would take care to 
apprize me of it. The king was informed 
that I had entered into the ſervice of the 
duke of Florence, and as he was the beſt 


natured prince in the whole world, he often 


ſaid, Why does nat Benvenuto return ? 
Having inquired in a particular manner of 
my two young men, they both told him, 
that I had often wrote word of my being 
gneatly encouraged and very happy where 


M was, and that they did not apprehend I 


Mould ever come back to ſerve his majeſty. 
The king highly incenſed upon hearing 
ul words, which never came 
from me, replied: ſince he has quitted my 
ſervice without any cauſe, I will never again 


inquire after him; ſo he may ſtay where 


he is. Thus theſe villains and aſſaſſins 
brought affairs to the criſis they deſired: 
for in caſe I had returned to France, they. 
muſt again have become my journeyman 


eame back, they would be their own maſters, 
1 70 N all my buſineſs; hence it was that 
they 
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they exerted themſelves to the utmoſt to 
prevent my return, W hilt I, was getting 


my ſhop erected, in order to begin the 
ſtatue of Perſeus, I worked in a room on 
the ground: floor, in which I made a model 
of that ſtatue in plaſter, of the real ſize of 
the work, intending to conform to that 
model. When I found that this method 
was likely to prove ſomewhat tedious, I had 


recourſe to another expedient: for by this 


time I had a ſhop, erected of bricks piled 
upon one another in ſo miſerable a manner, 
that the very remembrance. of it makes me 

uneaſy. I began the arrangement of he 
bones, ar rather the figure of the meduſa, and 
made the ſkeleton or bony. part of iron: 1 
afterwards made it of earth, and when I had 
done this, I put it together with the aſſiſt 
ance of ſome of my little apprentices, one 
of whom was of an extraordinary beauty; 
this boy was ſon. to a pro titute, named 
Gambetta. I kept this child with a view 
of drawing his likeneſs (for there are 


no books that teach this art like nature 


herſelf) and 1 inquired. about for journey- 
men in order to diſpatch the work the 
ſooner ; but I could find none, and it was 
810. | morally 


* 
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morally impoſſible for me to do the buſi- 
neſs myſelf in all its branches. There were 
ſome in Florence who would willingly have 
entered into my ſervice, but Bandinello 
found means to prevent them: not ſa- 
tisfied with thus diſtreſſing me, he told 
the duke that I endeavoured to decoy his 
workmen, becauſe J could never of my- 
ſelf 3 to put a great figure toge- 
ther. I complained to the duke of the 
mW offices done me by this fool; and beg- 
ged he would procure me ſome journey- 
men to aſſiſt me. Theſe words made the 
duke believe what was told him by Bandi- 
nello: perceiving this, I reſolved to do the 
beſt-I could by myſelf, and fell to work 
under the greateſt difficulties conceivable. 
Whilſt I laboured in this manner night and 

day, my ſiſters huſband was taken ill, and 
died in a few days: He left to my care his 
wife, who was a young woman with ſix 
daughters, ſome of them grown up, and 
ſome very little: this was the firſt trouble 
I had in Florence, to be left father and 
guardian of a whole afflicted and diſcon- 
ſolate family. Deſirous however of car- 
rung on my buſineſs the beſt I could, and 
ſeeing 
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| ſeeing my garden full of dirt, I ſent for two 
porters; who were brought to me from the 
old bridge; one of theſe was an old man 
of ſeventy, the other a ſtripling of eighteen: 
when they had been with me about three 
days, the young potter told me that the old 
fellow would not work, and adviſed me to 
turn him off, for he was not only idle him- 
ſelf, but wandt, him from minding his 
buſineſs: he z „that the little there was 
to be done, he v was able to do himſelf, and 
there was no occaſion, for my- throwing 
away my money. When 1 ſaw him ſo well 
diſpoſed to work, I aſked him' whether he 
was willing to live with me as my- ſervant, 
and we were ſoon agreed. This young 
man, whoſe name was Bernardino Manel- 
lini of Mugello, took care of my horſe; - 
worked in the garden, and even endeavour- 
ed to aſſiſt me in the ſhop; at laſt he be- 
gan to learn the art ſo well, that I never in 
my life had a better aſſiſtant: reſolving 
therefore to do the whole buſineſs by means 
of ſuch a helper, I began to convince the 
duke that Bandinello was 4 liar, and that 
I could do very well without the aſſiſtance 
of his journeymen. L was about this time 
Vor. II. P troubled 
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troubled with a pain in my back, and be⸗ 
ing unable to work, was glad to paſs my 
time in the duke's wardrobe, with two 
young goldſmiths, whoſe names were Gio- 
vanpaolo and Dominic Poggini, whom I put 
making a little golden vaſe,” wrought 
with a relievo of figures and other orna- 
ments: this belonged to the dutcheſs, and 
her excelleney had it made to drink water 
out of: ſhe deſired me likewiſe to make 
her a golden girdle, and moreover to 
adorn. this work with jewels  atid many 
inventions ef figures and ather 
things" of that kind, which was dene ac- 
cordingiy. The duke came from time to 
time to the wardrobe; and took great plea- 
ſure in ſeeing the work carried on, a in 
talking to me about it. When I found 
myſelf ſomewhat recovered of the pain in 
my back, I cauſed clay to be brought me, 
and whilſt the duke was paſſing by, I took 
his likeneſs, making a head of him much 
bigger than the life: his excellency was 
highly pleaſed with this work, and con- 
cel ſo great a liking to me, that he told 
me it would be highly agreeable to him, 


if I would work at 6 he 
would 
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would look out for apartments of. a proper 
ſize for me, which I might have fitted up 
with furnaces, and whatever elſe I had 
occaſion for, as he took the higheſt delight 
in ſuch things. I told his excellency that 
it was impoſſible, for I ſhould not en 
unh 1% 
The dutcheſs was laviſh of her 2 | 
to me, and would gladly have had me work 
for her _— and neglect the ſtatue of 
Perſeus and every thing elſe. I Who ſaw 
myſelf poſſeſſed of this vain ſhadow of fa- 
vour, knew to a certainty that my inauſpi- 
cious ſtar could not long bear to ſee me 
happy, and would ſoon involve me in new 
perplexities; for every moment I had pre- 
ſent to my thoughts the great injury I had 
done myſelf in endeavouring to better 
condition. I ſpeak with — — to the — 
fairs of France: the king could not digeſt 
the mortification which my departure had 
oeccaſioned him; and yet he would have been 
glad that I had returned, but would have 
me look upon it as an obligation. I 
thought however that J had many good 
reaſons to decline being any way ſubmiſſive, 
_M I r DEIEEY ar had 1 deſcended: fo. 
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low as to ſerve the French again with hu- 

mility and complaiſance, they would have 
ſaid that I knew myſelf: to be in fault, and 
have given credit to certain calumnies that 
were invented againſt me. I therefore ſtood 
upon the punctilio of honour, and wrote 
to France like a man that knew himſelf to 
be in the right. This conduct of mine was 
highly agreeable to my two young diſciples: 


For in my letters to them I boaſted of the 


many works I was employed in by two great 
perſonages, who were the chief in power in 
the city of Florence, where I drew my firſt 
breath. As ſoon as they had received this 
intelligence, they repaired to the king, and 
perſuaded his majeſty to make over to them 
my caſtle, in the ſame manner he had granted 
it to me. The king, who was a prince of 
great generoſity and honour, would never 
comply with the preſumptuous demands of 
theſe two young villains; for he began to 
perceive the malicious tendency of their 
application: however, that he might ſeem 
to afford them ſome faint hopes, and in- 
duce me to return quickly, he cauſed a 
treaſurer of his, named ſignor Guiliano 
Buonaccorſi, a citizen of Florence, to write 
| to 
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to me in a ſtyle ſomewhat angry: the pur- 
port of the letter was, that if I deſired to 
retain that reputation of a man of honour, 
which J had before enjoyed; as I had quit- 
ted the kingdom without any cauſe, I fhould 
give an account of all I had done. for his 
majeſty. Upon the receipt of this letter, I 
was ſo highly pleaſed, that I could not have 
wiſhed for one couched in terms more to 
my mind. When I fat down to write, 1 
filled nine leaves of common paper, and in 
theſe I minuted all the works that I had 
been concerned in, with the ſeveral ac- 
cidents that had befallen me in the proſe- 
cution of thoſe undertakings, and all the 
money expended on them, which was paid 
by two clerks, and one of the king's 
treaſurers, and ſigned by the different per- 
ſons through whoſe hands it had paſſed, 
ſome of whom had contributed their pro- 
perty, and others their labour: I added, 
that I had not pocketed a ſingle farthing of 
the money, and that when I had finiſhed 
my work, I was not in the leaſt a gainer 
that I had carried with me to Italy only a. 
few' favours and . promiſes, truly worthy 
of his majeſty ; and though I could not 
1 P. 3 boaſt 
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boaſt of having acquired by my works any 
thing more than certain ſalaries ſettled upon 
me by his majeſty for my ſupport, and 
there remained above, ſeven hundred crowns 
of my falary ſtill due, which T never 
touched, but left behind me in France, 
that they might be remitted, me to defray | 
the charges of my return; yet as I had 
diſcovered that ill offices had been done me 
by certain malevolent perſons, excited there- 
to by envy (though the truth will always 
be prevalent) I appealed to his ' moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty. I am not excited, ſaid I, 
by avarice: I am conſcious of having done 
for your majeſty more than ever I engaged 
to perform, and never received the promiſed 
reward. I deſire nothing more in this world 
than to remain in the opinion of your ma- 
jeſty a man of a fair and unblemiſhed cha- 
racter, ſuch as I have always ſhewn myſelf; 
and if your majeſty retains the ſmalleſt doubt 
of my integrity, I will, upon your ſignifying 
the leaſt deſire of it, return to France to give 
an account of my conduct at the hazard of 
my life. But as I ſaw myſelf held in ſo little 
| conſideration, I did not care to make a new 


offer of my ſervices, being ſenſible that Ican 
| earn 
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earn a livelihood in any part of the world; 


and whenever I am. written to, I ſhall ſend 
a proper anſwer. There were in that letter 
ſeveral other particulars worthy of ſo great 
a monarch, and all tending to vindicate my 
| honour. Before I ſent it away, I carried it 
to the duke, who was highly pleaſed with 
the peruſal ; I then put it in the poſt-office, 
directed to the cardinal of Ferrara. 
About this time Bernardone Baldini, who 
was employed by his excellency as broker in 
the jewelling buſineſs, had brought with him 


from Venice a large diamond of above thirty 


five carats : he had with him Antonio di Vit- 
torio Landi, whoſe intereſt it likewiſe was 

to prevail on the duke to purchaſe it ; this 
diamond had its upper face terminating in a 
point; but as it did not appear to have the 
luſtre required in a jewel of that ſort, the 
owner got the point made flat, which greatly 
ſpoiled the beauty of the ſtone, Our duke, 
who was paſſionately fond of jewels, amuſed 
that rogue Bernardaccio with hopes that he 
would purchaſe thediamond, and as the fellow 


was deſirous of having ſolely to himſelf the 


honour of putting a trick upon the duke of 
| A Jacht rhe never ſpokea wordof the affair to 
P 4 his 
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bis partner Antonio Landi. This Antonio 
had been intimate with me ever ſince we were 
boys, and as he ſaw I was ſo familiar with 
1 a duke, he one day called me aſide (it was. 
then about noon and this happened near the 
new market) and ſpoke to me thus; Ben- 
venuto, I know full well that the duale will 
ſhew you a diamond which he ſeems to be 
deſirous of purchaſing ; ; you will ſee a very 
fine ſtone; endeavour to promote the ſale 
| of it: this I could ſell for ſeventeen thouſand 
crowns : I am poſitive his excellency will 
alk: your advice, and it is very poſſible he 
may purchaſe it. In ſhort Antonio was 
very ſanguine in his expectations of being a 
great gainer by this diamond; I promiſed T 
that in caſe it was ſhewn me, - and my opi- 
nion aſked, I ſhould ſpeak of it to the 
beſt of my judgment, without faying any 
thing to depreciate its value. The duke as. 

I have obſerved above, came every day into 
my workſhop, and ſtayed there ſeveral 
hours: ſomewhat above a week from the day 
that Antonio Landi had the above conver- 
ſation with me, his excellency ſhewed me 
the diamond in queſtion one day after dinner, 

I knew it by the tokens given 1 me by Anto- 

nio 
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nio Landi with regard both to its form and 


its weight: and becauſe, as I have e 
above, this diamond was of a water ſome- 
what obſcure, and they had upon that ac- 
count furbiſhed it up anew ; I ſeeing of what 
ſort it was, would certainly have adviſed 
the duke not to purchaſe it: therefore when 


his excellency ſhewed it me, I aſked him 
what he would have me ſay of it; as jewel- 
lers had two different. methods of appreciat- 
ing a jewel, one after a great man had bought 
it, and another in ſetting a price upon it, in 
order to excite him to be a purchaſer. The 
duke told me that he had bought it, and 


only wanted to know my opinion concern- 
ing it; I thereupon declared my ſentiments. 


of the diamond to the beſt of my judg- 


ment. He deſired me to confider well the 


beauty of the great ſtreaks in it. I made 
anſwer that his excellency was quite miſ- 
taken in conſidering that as a beauty, for it 
was nothing elſe but a flattened point. Up- 


on my uttering theſe words, the duke who 
perceived that what I ſaid was true, with a 


look of-great diſpleaſure bid me examine the 


jewel carefully, and give my opinion concern-' 


ing its value. Iimagmed that as AntonioLandi 
had valued it at ſeventeen thouſand crowns, 
the 


- 
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the duke might have given at moſt fifteen 
thouſand for ĩt; and therefore as I ſaw that 
he was offended at my ſpeaking the truth, 
I thought it adviſable: to favour his miſtake, 
and ſo returning him the diamond ſaid, it 
coſt you eighteen thouſand crowns, Upon 
my ſpeaking thus, he made an exclama- 
tion of ſurpriſe, and ſaid, ſurely you can be 
no connoiſſeur in jewels. I anſwered, my 
lord, you are miſtaken ; endeavour to 
continue in a good humour with your 
diamond, and I will endeavour to under- 
ſtand theſe things better; at leaſt be ſo 
good as to let me know how much it coſt 
you, that I may the better enter into your 
excellency's method of purchaſing theſe 
things. The duke thereupon ſaid to 
me with a ſneer, it coſt five and twenty 
thouſand crowns and upwards, and ſo 
went away. During this converſation 
were preſent Giovanpaolo and Dominic 
Poggini both goldſmiths; and Bacchiaca 
the embroiderer, who worked in the next 
apartment, ran to us hearing it: I then 
ſaid that I would not have adviſed him againſt 
purchaſing it, but that Antonio Landi had 
a week before offered it to me for ſeventeen 


thouſand crowns; and I apprehended that 
7 
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I might have bought it for fifteen thouſand and 
leſs: but the duke was reſolved to keep up the 
reputation of his jewel at any rate. How- 
ever as Antonio Landi had ſet ſo incon- 
ſiderable a value upon it, I thought it was 


ſhocking, nay I could hardly believe it poſ- 
ſible, that Bernardone ſhould ſo groſsly im- 


poſe upon the duke. Yet I took no further 
notice of the affair, but ſmiled at the good 
Prince's ſimplicity. Having already ſketched 
the figure of the great Meduſa, as 1 have 


obſerved above, I had made the bony part 


of iron, then forming it of earth about 
half an inch thick, I cauſed it to be well 
baked, and over it I put a covering of wax 
in order to finiſh it completely 1 in the man- 
ner it was intended to remain. The duke 


who came ſeveral times to ſee me, was 
greatly diſguſted at its not being of bronze, 
and would have had me ſend for ſome maſ- 


ter to caſt it. 


His excellency was conſtantly ſpeaking i in 
the moſt advantageous terms of my genius 


and. kill; while his ſteward was as conſtant- 


ly watching for ſome opportunity to hurt me. 


This man though a native of Prato, the na- 
tural enemy of our ſtate, was by a ſurpriſing 
turn of fortune, only becauſe he had been the 
pedagogue 
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pedagogue of duke Coſmo of Medici, inveſted. 
with'a'command over the city guards and all 
the public offices in Florence. As I before 
obſerved, he was always upon the watch to 
do me ſome injury, but found it a very 
difficult matter to form his plans with 
any probability of ſucceſs: he at laſt thought 
of a ſure way to ruin me, by employing 
the mother of my young apprentice (whoſe 
name was Cencio, as her's was Gambetta,) 
as an inſtrument to his wicked deſign; in 
ſhort they laid a plot between them, the 
vile pedagogue and the infamous proſ- 
titute, to frighten me in ſuch a'manner as 
ſhould' obhge me to fly the town. Gam- 
betta beginning to put her old arts in prac- 
tice, reſolved to fulfil her engagement with 
that rogue of a pedagogue and ſteward; 
and in order to carry the deſign into exe- 
cution, they had both let the captain of 
the city- guards into the ſecret, who was a 
Bologneſe, afterwards baniſhed by the duke 
for being concerned in ſuch intrigues. 
One Sunday night this Gambetta came to 
me with her ſon, and told me ſhe had kept 
him ſhut up ſeveral days on my account. 


I made anſwer that te ſhould not have 
put 
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put him under any reſtraint on my ac- 
count, and asked her — why. ſhe had 
eonfined him? ſhe; anſwered, that as he had 
committed the ſin againſt nature with me, 
there was a Warrant taken out, and we 
ſhould both be taken into euſtody. I flew 
into a paſſion, and ſaid what unnatural 
fin have I committed? Aſk the boy is it true! 
She then queſtioned her ſoni w — 
had not had a eriminal commerce with me; 
the boy burſt into tears and declared he had 
not. The mother ſhaking her head ſdid 
to the boy, you wicked rogue dont you 
think I 2 the nature of ſuch 
abominable practices? She then turned to 
me and bid me keep him in my Hhouſe, 
for the captain of the city-guards was 
in queſt of him, and would take him 
any where, but in my houſe, where 
he was ſafe. I made anſwer that in my 
houſe I had my ſiſter, a widow with fix 
young virtuous daughters, and that 1 
did not chuſe to harbour any body elle. 
She then ſaid that the ſteward had given 
orders to the captain of the city- 
guards, and that I ſhould certainly be 
taken: but ſince I would not receive her 
aq. | ſon 
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ſon into my houſe, if I would give her a 


hundred / crowns, I need be under no fur- 


ther apprehenſions; for as the ſteward was 


very much her friend, I might depend upon 
it ſhe would prevail upon him to drop the 


affair entirely, provided I gave her the ſum 


ſhe aſked. — incenſed tothe higheſt de- 
gree at this impudence, and ſaid to her, in- 
famous proſtitute, get thee hence had not 
the deſire to vindicate my honour,” and to 
clear the innocence of this unfortunate for 
of your's, withheld me, I ſhould have ſtab- 
bed you with this dagger, e L re er 


uttecing theſe words I puſhed both her and 
her ee 4 ich bar 
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The mage Ae, at ah e of-the 
due s ſervants, takes a trip to Venice, ubers 
de is greatly careſſed ly Titian, Sanſt ina, 
and orber ingenious artiſts=—After u ſort” 
ay be returns to Florence and reſumes bit 


Lee —Ele goes en Int flowly ith n, 


Perſeus; for want of proper aſſiſtance,” an 
mates bis complaint to the "duke == 7 
dutcbeſt employs him in rbe jewelling way; 
and wants to engroſs bis whole time, but be 
expreſſes s defre of fgnalifing binfelf,)- and | 
ep that view chooſes: To Ahe r | 


TAVING refledled: maturely on the 
villainy as well as power of that 
wicked pedagogue, I thought it moſt ad- 
viſeable to keep for a time out of the way 
of ſuch diabolical machinations: ſo in the 
morning early I put into the hands of my 
fiſter jewels and effects to the value of 
near two thouſand crowns, and 


mounting « on "II bent my courſe 
51 towards 
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good health and: ſpirits, 1-reſolyed-40.ſtrug- 
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towards Venice, carrying with me my jour- 
neyman Bernardino di Mugello. Upon 
my arrival at Ferrara, I rote to his excel- 
lency the duke, that though I had left Flo- 
rence without taking leave of him; Lyould 


| return withont 4 being ſent for. When 


I came to Venice, I reflected upon the va- 
riety of means by which myadverſe fortune 
perſecuted me, but as I found myſelf in 


gle with it as uſual. Thus I. pa 
time very agrèeably in tat beautiful and 


opulent city here E viſited the: great pain- 
ter — — — — — 


ſenate of Venice; as we had been acquaint- 
ed in our youth both at Rome and Flo- 


rence, 1 was highly careſſed by theſe two 
ingenious artiſts. The day following I 
met ſignor Lorenzo de Medici, who toak 
me by the hand, and received me with the 
greateſt affection imaginable; ve had known 
one another in Florence when F Was con- 
cerned in ſtamping coins for duke Alex- 
ander, and afterwards at Paris, when I:was 
in the ſervice of the king of France. He had 
refided 
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reſided at the houſe of ſignor Juliano Buo- 
naccorſi, and becauſe he did not know where 
elſe to go for amuſement, without running 
a conſiderable riſk, he paſſed a great deal 
of his time at my houſe, in obſerving the 
proceſs of the great works abovementioned. 
On account therefore of our former ac- 
quaintance, he took me by the hand, and 
carried me with him to his own houſe, 
where was ſignor Priore degli Stroazi, bro- 
ther to fignor Piero: they were very merry, 
and asked me how long I propoſed ſtay- 
ing at Venice, | thinking that I intended 
wo return to France, I told them the affair 
that had made me quit Florence; and added, 
that I propoſed returning to that city in 
two-or three days, to enter again into the 
ſervice of- my ſovereign the grand duke. 
When I had expreſſed myſelf thus, fignor 
Priore and ſignor Lorenzo looked fo ſternly 
at me, that I was quite diſconcerted; they 
then ſaid: vou would act much more wiſe- 
ly in returning to France, where you have 
both money and friends; if you go back to 
Florence, you will loſe all your intereſt in 
France, and at Florence you will only meet 
with diſguſts and diſappointment. I made 

Vor. II. 1 them 
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them no anſwer, but ſet, out the next-day - 
with all poſſible ſecrecy; taking the road to 
Florence. In the mean time the diabolical 
plot that had been hatched againſt me, was 
pretty well ae for I had wrote the duke 
a full, account of the, affair, and the rea- 
ſon of my quitting, Elgrence:: I. aited on 
him without any ceremeny, and though he 
diſcovered ſome diſpleaſure at felt, he at 
laſt turned to me With a placid c oοnte- 
nance, and asked. me Wherr I ha been? 
I r that mycheart had as 
been withi hisjexcellengy, thopgh.a gertain 
troubleſpme aftgis;had obliged me tagamble 
for a whale. --. Hig gooddhumour,growang up- 
on him,be dsſired me to give him ſome ac- 
count of Venice we entered into conyer- 
ſation fog a. while, tall at laſt he bid me mind 
my work, anf finiſh the ſtatue of Perſeus. 
I returned tomy houſe, in high ſpirits owhich 
cauſed great joy to my family, that. is, to 
my ſiſter and her fix daughters; I then re- 
ſumed my work, and continued it with 
all poſſible expedition. The firſt thing 1 
caſt in bronze, was the great head of 
his excellency in my workhouſe, when 1 
had the pain in * back, which has been 


5 mentioned 


0 ** an This, ROT gave: high 
ſatisfaction, and I made it with no other 
view than to try the earth uſed, in caſting 
bronze; and though I perceived that the 
adlmirable Donatello had caſt his works 
in bronze, with the earth of Florence, it 
appeared to me that he had great difficul- 
ties to ſtruggle with: thinking therefore 
that this proceeded from the ill condi- 
tion of the earth; before I ſet about caſt- 
ing my Perſeus, I choſe to make theſe 
previous experiments, by which I found the 
earth to he good, though the nature of it was 
not underſtood by the great Donatello, for I 
obſerved that he had lain under great diffi- 
_ oulties cin ſiniſning his pieces. Thus did 1 
contrive by great ayt to make a compound 
carthe which Was of infinite ſervice to me: 
with this I caſtithe head; but as · I had · not 
yet made a furnace, I — that of ſignor 
Zanobi of Paguo: Campanajo; and; ſeeing 
That the head had οme out very exact, I 


iumediately ſet about making a little fur- 
ace im the ſhop, which the duke had cauſ- 
e& tobe erected according to my own plan, 
id the houſe: he had granted me. After 
making.ch furnace with all: poſſible expe- 
Bf Q 2 „ 
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dition, I ſet about caàſting the ſtatue of 
Meduſa, the frightful female figure which 
is now: feen- under the? fert of  Perſeasy 
and as this was a mutter of -great! diffs 
culty, L found it neceſſary ti malte uſe 
of all the - precautions I had learnt; to 
avoid committing any blunder. Thus had 
I the moſt full and eompfeat ſueceſs at the 
firſt time of my caſting in this furnace, 
and the bronze came but of it o ntat 
and clean, that my friends did not think 
I ſhould have occaſion to retouch it. 
There are German and French © artiſts; 
who boaſt 'themſelyes poſſeſſed of "admis 
rable ſecrets, which enable them to caſt 
bronze without being obliged to clean 
it afterwards : but this is an abſurd pre- 
tenſion; for after the bronze is — 
is neceſſary to clean — — 
hammers and chiſſels, as the great artiſts of 
| antiquity did formerly, and q modern ſta. 
tuaries have done likewiſe, I mean ſucb af 
the moderns ad underſtoo he art of works 
ing in bronze, This work Highly pleaſrd 
the duke, ho came to ſee fit caſt at my 
houſe, and eneoufaged me to | exert myſelfʒ 
vor the. unquenchable eney of Bandinello 
— had 
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had ſuch power, (for he was conſtantly 
miſrepreſenting me to his excellency) as to 
petſunde him that though +I caſt ſome of 

thoſe figures, I ſnould never be able to put 
the whole of them together, becauſe I was 

quite a novice in the art, and his excellency 
ſhould take care how he threwy away his 
money. «+ Theſe words had ſuch an effect 
upon my noble employer, that part of 
Jr money allowed me for journeymen was 
retrenched, inſumuch that | I found myſelf 
under a neceſſity of coming to an explana- z 
tion witli has excellency. One morning I 
took occaſion to wait his coming, and ad- 
dreſſed him in theſe terms: my lord, I am 
not aſſiſted in my buſineſs as my oOccaſions 
require; I therefore begin to- ſuſpect that 
your excellency doubts my being able to 
perform mylipromiſe; yet I muſt repeat 
tt to you agam, that I deſire to finifh 
tht work in 2a manner far more maſterly 
that the moddl, as T have already promiſed. 
— — thus explained my mind to his 
5 hun I perceived that all 1 
Fry had no effect upon him, as he returned 
na an]7õ˙d 1 immediately conceived ſuch 
| rilantiment and fell into ſo violent a paſſion, 
bg Q 3 LS 


as ſoon as a perſon, has maile;himfelf known 


ſaid: Benvenuto if you are willing to finyth. 
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that I began again to rate the duke, and ſaid 


to him: my lords, this,gity;has. been in: 
deed the ſchool of every ingenious art; but 


and learnt ſomething, if: he deſires to be a 
credit to his country, and his illuſtrious 
prince, he would do · well: to ſeek for work 
elſewhere: I am convinced, my lord, that 
this is true; I knowethat your excellence 


has been acquainted with Donatello and 
Lionardo da Vinci, and at · preſent is ſo with 
the admirable Michael Angelo Buonarroti.; 
men who by their genius add greatly to your 


excellency's glory and renown: I alſo hope 


that I ſhall-contribute my ſhare towards it; 
therefore. my good lord ſuffer me to depart. 


But take care never to let Bandinello move 
from hence; rather let him have greater ſup- 


plies than he requires of you; for if he ſhould. 


go abroad, ſo great are his preſumption and 
ignorance, that he would probably bring this 
illuſtrious ſchool int diſcredit. Diſmiſs 


me then, my lord; the;only reward I deſire 
for my paſt labours is ou xcellency s good 
will. The duke ſeeing me thus; reſolate, 


turned to me with ſome emotion, and 


the 


— D * A 
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the work, you ſhall want no affiſtalec 
I made anſwer that I deſired notking More 
than: to ſhew thoſe detractors uf u 
tation, that 1 had a ſpirtt to perf5frk | 

promiſe. Having left exceleRGy Are 
ceived ſome little aſſiſtanec bit fo 
ſelf under a nepeſſtty of oper e e 
as I vas deſirous that! — 
on pretty briſſdlylco Ax chè evenin r f 
went to this'&xcalenicy's wardrobe; where 
Dominieo and Joly” Poggini "his? Bröthier 
were at work upDn O golden vaſe for the 
dutcheſs, of fig has already been 
made, and upon a golden girdle.” His excel- 
lency likewiſe caufed a little model to be 
made of a pendant; in v hich was to be ſet that 
great diamond which Bernardone and Anto- 
nio Landi perſuaded him to purchaſe; and 
though it was what I ſhould willingly have 
declined, the duke uſed ſuch inſinuations and 
arguments, that he uſed to prevail upon 
me to work there till ten o'clock at night, 
and by the ſame alluring arts would have 11 
fam perſuaded: Me: to 'work alſo by day: | : 5 | 5 
this I could never conſent to, for which + 
IJ at laſt thought that his excellency 
was angry with me. As I happened one 


Wick Q 4 day 
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hend that your. excelleney jeſts with me, 1 
9 oy more, . The duke replied 


1 behaved, 


favour ta 


ſeveral perſons. 


had ever wronged. 
a paſſion and ſaid: 0 and. reſtore what you 


day; to come little later than uſual, the : 
duke. 2 me you ars naluenuo .I 
anſw rd, - that is not my name, 
far. Tam called Benyenuto a and as appre-- 


as. not in jeſt but quite in earneſt, 
that he adviſed me to take care how - 
for it had come to his know- 
ledge that 1 had availed myſelf of his 
Ire 

queſted his excelleney to name a man chat 1 
He immediatly flew into 


have: had from Bernardoge? that is one man 


you haye wronged. I anſwered. my lord, 


I thank you, and beg you would juſt hear 


me ſay four words in my defence: it is 
true he lent me a pair of old ſcales, two an- 
vils and three little hammers, which goods 
I fifteen years ago deſired his agent George 
of Cortona to ſend for, whereupon George - 


came for them himſelf: if your excellency 


finds that I ever had any thing elſe from 
any perſon. either in Rome PE, F le, 5 


An Tralian word which jonifes 1 com?. 
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puniſh as with the weſt ſhaft; . "The: 
duke ſeeing me very | 1 

müde and ſaid that th ae" 
Ci thatrif! the eile were 4 Dre a 
1 ſhould continue to de a th 


for = ER N 
Weg a T Rope to make 
you ſenſible of thivrogues Re 70 doing”, 
me ill offices with''your' excallency.. The 
duke replied: the diamond coſt me twenty ; 
five thouſand crowns ; why ''do'you aſk ? 
I told him: becauſe my lord on fuch a day, 
and at ſuch an hour Antonio di Vittorio ; 
Landi ſpeaking to me of this diamond, 
valued it at fixteen thouſand erowns ; your 
excellency now knows what fort of a bar- 
gain you have had, and for the truth of 
what I ſay, I appeal to Dominico Poggini 
and Giovanpaolo his brother who are here 
preſent, for L immediately appriſed them of 
the affair; but ſince that, I never ſaid a word 
more about it, becauſe your excellency told 

9 me 


* 


mel that 1 ee eee hich 
made anos Parton à mmdto _ "up 
the reputation f y purchaſe: Ton 
Babenhew te Kw, ech lolch that 1 do 
underſtand jewels, and hit I profeſs my! 
ſelf a man of wii and of as much 
Honour às any Rving; . ſhalf never 
attempt to rob you of eight or ten thoufand 
crowns at a time, but rather try to earn 
them. I agreed to ſerve your” excellericy 
as a feulfitor! à goldſmith, à ftamper of 
coins, and never as a tale-bearer: what 1 
fay to you at preſent, is in my own de- 
fence, and in the preſence of ſeveral perſons 
of worth, that your excellenicy may no 
longer believe what is aid by Berriardone. 
The duke thereupon fell into a paſſion, and 
ſent for Bernardone who was obliged to fly 
to Venice and Antonio Landi with him. 1 
again waited on his excellency and ſaid to 
him, my lord, all I fold you is true, and all 
that Bernardone mentioned concerning the 
goods T borrowed is falſe, and you 'would 
do well to examine the affair to the bottom. 
Upon my expreſſing myſelf thus, the duke 
turned about to me and ſaid, Benvenuto 

live 


le like alas pl Manche, B8dle eg db. 


thing. hear n 1.ngves 


fald nothenyyatdhconcuning ty tw boot 


.+I vent, abont dfliniliing! the. jewel, 
when I had done it I. carried it. o the urr 
heiss: who told me ſhe et, ae /high a value 
upon my werk, a upon the diamond which 
Bernardaccio had made the duke purchaſe, 
ſhe then deſied me to faſten. it to hen hreaſt 
| 2 my ow. hand, and upon hen giving 


me a large pin I pinned it an, and departed 


very much in hen good graces. I after- 
wards heard: they cauſed it to be ſet again 
by a Germanior ſome other foreigner, be- 
eauſe Bemardone had faid that the ſimpleſt 
manner of ſetting it was: * Dominico 
and 0) Pogg] JJ 

brothers, worked;-as I, T have already 
informed the reader, in - his .excellency's 
, wardrobe after my deſigns upon certain little 
caſes of gold, carved with hiſtorical figures 
in baſſo relievo, and other things of im- 
portance. I one day took occaſion to fay 
to the duke, my lord, if you would enable me 
to keep ſeveral j journeymen, L would ſtamp 
the coins at your mint, as likewiſe medals 
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. ſkitarld! 
H not bthoſe of ——— for 
fince I was employed in making midalkofor 
pope Clement the ſeventh, I have 
Dir Fa in this art, that L. come 

much nearer to ion than Ididiatz thut 
time; I am eden able to ſurpaſs. the ichs, 
which »Fſtamped for duke Alexander, 
though they ure ſtill looked upon as very 
fine: I would likewiſe maks great vides: 
of gold for you; as I did for the great ing 
Francis the firſt, who afforded me all man- 
ner of aſſiſtance in my buſineſs; and never 
loſt my time either in making Coloflus's: 
or other ſtatues. To this the duke made 
anſwer, work Benvenuto, and I will tale 
cars to fee you properly ſupplied. Fet 
he never gare me any aſſiſtance, or ſup- 
me with conveniencies far: 4 
One day his excellency ſent me ſeveral 
pounds of fine ſilver, and ſaid that nt 
was from his ſilver mines, deſiring me 
to make him a beautiful cup with/:it;- 
As T did not chuſe to neglect my Per- 
ſeus, and yet had a great deſire to aſerve. 
the duke: I put it into the hands of- 
kt | fellow 
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fellow; called Pitr.de-Martinithe.goldfnith; 
who ſetabomt at moſt awkwardly;anddidnot: 
goon with it; ſo that I loſt more time ↄν 
him; than if I had undettaben 
it myſeli. — — ar) rae 
that Fiero would tneithberarock at: it him 
ſelf· nor others to dò t, I made him 
return it; and it was with great diffidultyd 
cod get; bach ahs body of th unfepwhich 48 
have obſerved above, as uns kilfulf begun, 
antt the remaindr of the lver Which I had 
put into his hands: ;/Fhe duke having heard 
ſomething of the affain, ſent for the: vaſe and 
the models, without ever telling me why or 
wherefore: i he however from my deſigns 
got people to work for him at Venice and 
other places, but was extremely ill ſerved: 
The dutcheſs was inceſſantly telling me, 
that .I ſhould work for her in the jewels 
ling Way; to this J as conſtantly anſwer- 
ed; that it was well known to all the 
world in general, and to all Italy in parti- 
cular, that I Wasa maſter of — jeweller's 
buſineſs; but that Italy rad not hitherto 
ſeen a — * of my carving; and 
-wie that 
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tliatrfeverabfiatuames/provoaktdalfmmywying 
vitih them, called me in:devifond the u- 
| in ſculpture: howerer Iffhoprd ag 
— that I had the-Ahill»of pour 
and experienced ſculptor, if God. ſhould £5 
farlindulge / me, as to enabled ne to. enhibit 
my: ſtatue: af: erſeus in s vexcellency's 
gramdſquart᷑. So Iwent haine, worked hard 
doth da and-ngght;-and-no: more made my 
apptarance:at the palace. But that I might 
not ebe entifrlyrdeprived af the dutcheſa 
favour, I got certain little vaſes of ſilver made 
far her, about the ſitze of atlittle-two-penny 
pat. adorned with fine figures in the antique 
taſte: upon my carrying her theſe little 
raſes, ſhe gave me the kindeſtreception 3 Im- 
aginable, and payed me for the. gold and 
ſilyer that I had: uſed in making them. At 
the ſame time I ſolicited her expellency's in- 
tereſt, and begged ſhe would inform the 
dukes, that :I'was not properly aſſiſted in 
my great work; and that :the would like- 
wiſe adviſe him to be upon his guard againſt 
the malicious inſinuations of Bandinello,. by 
which he hindered me from ſiniſning my 
* Upon my expreſſing myſelf thus in 
a plain 


A plaintive tone, the dutcheſs with a geſture 
which ſhewed ſhe ſpoke her real ſentiments, 
exclaimed, ſure the duke ſhould by this time 

know what A. worthleſs fellow that Ban- 


dinello is!! 
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o A Pn 
T he Je jealouſy of the ending Bandinello/ excites 


bim to throw continual difficulties in our 

author's way, which greatly obſirufts the 
progreſs of his wor. In a fit of deſpair be 
goes to Fieſole, to ſee a natural fon of his, 
and meets with Bandinello at his return 
At firſt he reſolves to kill bim, but upon ſee- 
ing his cowardly behaviour alters his mind, 

and recovering his former tranquility goes 
on with his work— Converſation between 
him and the duke, concerning an antique 
Greek flatue of Ganimede-— Account of fome 
marble flatues of Cellini's, viz. Apollo, 
Hyacinthus, and Narciſſus—He meets with 
an accident by which he had lite to have leſt 
one of his eye. Manner of his recovery. 


NOW ſtayed almoſt conſtantly at home, 
and hardly ever went to the ducal palace, 
but worked with the utmoſt aſſiduity to 
finiſh my ſtatue: I was obliged to pay my 
workmen out of my own pocket, for the 
duke having cauſed them to be paid about : 


eighteen 


wo 
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e * eighteen months for me by Lattanzio Go- 


rini, at laſt grew tired of it, and ordered 
payment to be ſtopped : I thereupon aſked 
Lattanzio why he did not pay my men as 
uſual? He anſwered with the ſhrill voice of 
a gnat, and uſing ſome odd, fantaſtic geſ- 
tures with his ſpider's hands, why dont you 
get your work finiſhed? It is the general 
opinion that you will never finiſh it. I 


replied in a paſſion, uttering an horrid im- 


precation againſt him, and all thoſe that 
thought I would not complete it. Thus in 
leep deſpair I earried home my unfortu- 
nate ſtatue of Perſeus, not without ſhed- 
ding tears; for I could not help recol- 
lecting the flouriſhing ſtate in which I had 
lived in Paris, when in the ſervice of the 


munificent king Francis, by whom I was 


abundantly ſupplied with every thing, 
whereas here I was hardly ſupplied at all: 
this conſideration had ſuch an effect upon 


me, that I was ſeveral times upon the point 


of forming a deſperate reſolution to leave 
the place abruptly. Once in particular 1 
mounted a littie flag, and taking a hundred 
crowns withane,: ſet out for Fieſole, to ſee 
a;natural ſon; whom 1 had at nurſe with 

Vous] . NR goſſip 
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p of mine, wife to one of my journey- | 
men. I found the child in good health, 
and though I was greatly dejected, and un- 
eaſy in my mind, I embraced him; when 
I was for departing, he would not let me 
go, but held me faſt with his little hands, 
at the ſame time crying and bawling fo 
loud, that it was ſomething ſurpriſing in an 
infant not above two years old. However as I 
had formed a reſolution in caſe I could meet 
with Bandinello, who went every evening 
to viſit his farm above St. Dominico, to fall 
upon him, and puniſh his inſolence, I 
diſengaged myſelf from my child, without 
minding his cries or his ſobs, and bent my 
courſe towards Florence. Juſt as I ar- 
rived at the {quare of St. Dominico, Ban- 
dinello entering it on the other fide, T 
came up to him with a full reſolution 'to 
do a bloody piece of work upon the ſpot. 
I looked up, and ſaw him upon a little 
mule, which appeared no bigger than an 
aſs, and he had with him a boy about 


ten years of age. As ſoon as he perceived 


me, he turned as pale as death, and trem- 
bled all over; I who knew what a coward- 
16 wretch he was, cried out to him, fear 

nothing, 
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nothing, vile poltron, I do not think you 
worth ſtriking. He gave me a look of the 


moſt abject ꝓuſillanimity, and returned no 


anſwer. I thereupon reſumed juſt and vir- 
tuous ſentiments, and returned thanks to 
the Almighty for preventing me from per- 
petrating the raſh action I intended. Being 
in this manner delivered from the diabolical 
phrenzy by which I had been agitated, I 
recovered my ſpirits, and faid within my- 
felf, if God ſhould be ſo favourable to 
me as to enable me to finiſh my work, I 
hope thereby to kill all my enemies, and 
wreak a much greater and more glorious 
vengeance, than if I had ſatiated my fury 
upon: one alone. So with this hs reſo- 
lution I returned home, ſomewhat eaſier in 
my. mind. 

In three days time I received information 
that the nurſe had ſmothered my only 
fon, which occaſioned me as poignant a 
grief as ever I had felt. Hearing the 
news I fell upon my knees, and return- 
ed thanks to God in theſe terms, with a 
profuſion of tears according to cuſtom : 
Lord, thou gaveſt that infant to me, 
and now thou haſt deprived me of him: 

R 2 | for 
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for all thou haſt done, I return thanks to 


thy divine majeſty. Thus though the ex- 


ceſs of my grief had quite diſconcerted and 


confounded me; I made a virtue of ne- 
ceſſity, and comforted myſelf the beſt I 
could. About this time a young man had 
quitted Bandinello's ſervice, whoſe name 
was Francis, fon to Matteo Fabbro : this 
young man apphed to me for work, and 
I readily employed him to clean the fta- 
tue of Meduſa which was already caſt. 
The fame perſon, about a fortnight af- 
ter, told me, that he had ſpoken to his 
maſter, meaning Bandinello, who deſired 
him to tell me, that if I were willing to 
make a marble ſtatue, he would furniſh 
me with a fine block. I inſtantly an- 
ſwered : tell him I accept his offer, and 
it may prove an unlucky piece of marble 
for him, for he is always provoking me, 
and does not remember what paſſed be- 
tween us upon the ſquare of St. Domi- 
nico; let him know I inſiſt upon having 
the marble by all means: I never ſpeak ill 
of him, while he 1s always backbiting 
and traducing me; nay, 1 verily believe, 
that your coming to work with me was a 

3 at 2 er 
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meer r pretext, and that i in fact you were ſent 
by him to be a ſpy upon my conduct: fo 
go and tell him I will have the marble. in 
ſpite of him, and you may return again to 
his ſervice. As I had not for ſeveral days 
made my appearance at the ducal palace, 1 
went thither one morning through a ſudden 
caprice, and the duke had juſt done dinner 
when I entered; I was afterwards given to 
underſtand the duke had that morning ſpoke 
a great deal of me, and in terms highly 
advantageous to my character; in parti- 
cular he had extolled me highly for my 
maſterly manner of ſetting jewels. When 
the dutcheſs ſaw me, ſhe ſent ſignor Sforza 
to call me, and upon my preſenting myſelf 
before her excellency, ſhe requeſted me 
to ſet a little roſe diamond for her in a 
ring; adding, that ſhe intended to wear it 
conſtantly : ſhe gave me the meaſure of her 
finger, together with the diamond which 
was worth about a hundred crowns, and 
begged I would be as expeditious as poſli- 
ble. The duke thereupon ſaid to the dut- 
cheſs, it muſt be acknowledged that Ben- 
venuto was formerly unrivalled in this 
branch, but now that he has dropped it, 
K 4 I appre- 
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I apprehend it would be too much trou- 
ble for him to make ſuch a ring as you 
require; therefore beg you would not 
break in upon his time with this trifling 
affair, which is now ſo much out of his 
way. I returned the duke thanks for his 
obliging ſpeech, and requeſted him to let 
me do the dutcheſs this little piece of ſer- 
vice; ſo I undertook the job, and finiſhed 
it in a few days. The ring was intended 
for the little finger; I therefore made four 
ſmall figures of boys, with four little gro- 
teſques, which compleated the ring, and I 
added to it a few fruits and ligatures in e- 
namel, fo that the jewel and the ring ap- 
peared admirably ſuited to each other: I 
carried it directly to the dutcheſs, who told 
me in the moſt obliging manner that I had 
acquitted myſelf extremely well, and that 
ſhe would not forget me. Thus ring ſhe 
ſent as a preſent to king Philip; and after- 
wards was conſtantly employing me in one 
job or other, but in ſo complaiſant and 
obliging a manner, that I always exerted 
myſelf ta the utmoſt to ſerve her, though 
I faw but yery little of her money. And 


yet God n wanted money very 
much; . 
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much; for 1 earneſtly deſired to finiſh 
my Perſeus, and I had found ſome young 
men to aſſiſt me, whom I payed out 
of my own pocket: I then began to 
make my appearance at court more fre- 
quently than I had done for ſome. time 
paſt. 
One holiday I went to the palace 1 
mediately after dinner, and entering the hall 
in which the great clock ſtands, I ſaw the 
door of the wardrobe open; as I preſented 
myſelf, the duke beckoned to me, and with 
great complaiſance addreſſed me thus: you 
are welcome to court (alluding to my name 
of Benvenuto) take this little cheſt which 
was ſent me as a preſent by ſignor Stefano 
of Paleſtine; open it and let us ſee what it 

contains. I inſtantly opened it, and an- 
ſwered the duke: this, my lord, is the fi- 
gure of a little boy in Greek marble, and 
is indeed a very extraordinary piece; I dont 
remember ever having teen amongſt the an- 
tiques ſo beautiful a performance, or one of 
b exquiſite a taſte; I therefore offer your 
_ excellency to reſtore its head, arms and 
feet: and make an eagle for it, that it may 
be called a Ganimede : and though it 1s by 
83 4 8 no 
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no means proper for me to patch up old 
ſtatues, as that is gen erally done by a ſort of 
bunglers in the buſineſs, who acquit them- 
ſelves very indifferently ; ; the excellence of 
this great maſter is ſuch, that it powerfully 
excites me to do him this piece of ſervice. 
The duke was highly pleaſed to find the fi- 
gure had ſuch merit, and aſked me ſeveral 
queſtions about it : tell me, ſaid he, Benve- 
nuto, in what preciſely conſiſts the extraor- 
dinary excellence of this great maſter, which 
excites in you ſuch wonder and ſurpriſe? 1 
endeavoured the beſt I could to give him 
an idea of the extraordinary beauty of the 
ſtatue, of the great genius, ſkill, and ad- 
mirable manner. of the artiſt, conſpicuous 
in his work; topics on which I enlarg- 
ed a long time, and that with the greater 
earneſtneſs, as I perceived that his excellen-. 
cy took pleaſure in liſtening to me. Whilſt 
I amuſed him ſo agreeably with my con- 
verſation, a page happened to open the 
door of the wardrobe, and juſt as he came 
out Bandinello entered: the duke ſeeing. 

him, appeared to be in ſome diſorder, and 
aſked him with a ſtern look, what he was 


about ? Bandinello, without making any 


anſwer, 


C EBPLINI. 249 
anſwer, immediately fixed his eye on the 
little cheſt, in which the abovemention- 
ed ſtatue was very plainly to be ſeen; then 
ſhaking his head, he turned to the duke, 
and ſaid with a ſcornful ſneer, my lord, 
this is one of thoſe things I have ſo often 
ſpoke to your excellency about; depend 


upon it, the ancients knew nothing of the 


anatomy of the parts, and for that reaſon 
their works abound with errors. I ſtood 
ſilent, and gave no attention to what he 
had advanced,” but on the contrary turned 
my back to him. When the fool had 
made an' end of his nonſenſical harangue, 
the duke, addreſſing himſelf to me, ſaid, 
Benvenuto, this is quite the reverſe of 
what you awhile ago ſo much boaſted, 
and  feemed to prove by ſo many ſpe- 
cious arguments: ſo endeavour to defend 
your own cauſe. To theſe words of the 
duke, which were ſpoken with great mild- 
neſs, I anſwered : my lord, your excellency 
is to underſtand that Baccio Bandinello is 
a compound of every thing that is bad, 
and ſo he has always been; inſomuch, that 

whatever-he looks at, is by his faſcinating 
gn, 9 however ſuperlatively good in itſelf, 
immediately 


"a+ 


250 Tur LIF E or 


immediately converted into ſomething ſu- 
premaly evil: but I who am inclined to 


good alone, fee the truth through a happier 
| — ſo that all I mentioned awhile ago 


to your excellency concerning that beautiful 
figure is ſtrictly and literally true, and what 
Bandinello has ſaid of it is purely the reſult 


of his own innate malevolence. The duke 


ſeemed to hear me with pleaſure, and whilſt 
I expreſſed myſelf thus, Bandinello writhed 
himſelf into a variety of contortions, - and 
made his face, which was by nature very 


ugly, quite hideous by his frightful gri- 


maces: immediately Fe duke quitting the 
hall, went down to the ground-floor 


| apartments, and Bandinello after him: the 
gentlemen of the bed-chamber. pulling me 


by the cloak, encouraged me to go after 
bim; fo we followed the duke till he fat 
himſelf down in one of the rooms, and 


Bandinello and I placed ourſelves one on 


his right, - the other on the left. I remain- 
ed ſilent, and many of the duke's ſervants 
who ſtood round, kept their eyes fixed 


on Bandinello, tittering when they re- 


collected what I had faid to him in the 
hall above. Bandinello again began to 
| chatter 
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chatter and ſaid, that when he exhibited 
his Hercules and Cacus to the public, he 
really believed there were above a hundred 
lampoons publiſhed againſt him, which 
contained all the vileſt ribbaldry that could 
enter into the imagination of the rabble. To 
this I anſwered, my lord, when your great ar- 
tiſt Michael Angelo Buonarotti exhibited his 
facriſty, in which ſo many beautiful figures 
are to be ſeen, the members of the admir- 
able ſchool of Florence, which loves- and 
encourages genius wherever it diſplays 1t- 
ſelf, publiſhed above an hundred ſonnets 
wherein they vie with each other, which 
ſhould praiſe him moſt : and as Bandinello 
deſerved all the ill that was faid of his 
work, ſo Michael Angelo merited the high- 
eſt encomiums that were beſtowed on his 
performance. Upon my expreſſing myſelf 
thus, Bandinello was incenſed to ſuch a 
degree, that he was ready to burſt with fury, 
and turning to me faid : what faults have 
you to find with my ſtatues? I anſwered, 
I will ſoon tell them, if you have but the 
patience to hear me. He replied, tell them 
then. The duke and all preſent liſtened 
with the utmoſt attention; I began by pre- 
| miſing, 
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miſing, that I was ſorry to be obliged to lay 
before him all the blemiſhes of his work, 
and that I was not ſo properly delivering 


my own ſentiments, as declaring what 


was ſaid of it by the ingenious ſchool 
of Florence. However as the fellow at 
one time ſaid ſomething diſobliging, at 

another made ſome offenſive geſture with 
his hands or his feet, he put me into ſuch 
a paſhon that I behaved with a rudeneſs 
which I ſhould otherwiſe have avoided. 

The ingenious ſchool of Florence, faid I, 


_ declares what follows: if the hair of your 


Hercules were fhaved off, there would not 
remain ſkull enough to hold his brains ; 
with regard to his face, it is hard to diſtin- 
guiſh whether it be the face of a man, or 
that of a creature ſomething between a 


lion and an ox; it diſcovers no attention 


to what it is about; and it is fo badly 


ſet upon the neck, with fo little art and 


ſoun graceful a manner, that a more ſhock- 
ing piece of work was never ſeen : his 
great brawny back reſembles the two 
pummels of an aſs's pack-ſaddle; his 


1 121 and their muſcles bear no ſimili- 3 


tude 
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tude to thoſe of a man, but appear like 
a fack of melons, as he leans. directly 
againſt the wall, the ſmall of the back 
has the appearance of a bag filled with 
long cucumbers; it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive in what manner the two legs are 
faſtened to this diſtorted figure, for it is 
hard to diſtinguiſh upon which leg he 
ſtands, or upon which he exerts any ef- 
fort of his ſtrength, nor does he appear to 
ſtand upon both, as he is ſometimes repre- 
ſented by thoſe maſters of the art of ſtatu- 
ary who know ſomething of their buſineſs ; 
it is plain too that the ſtatue inclines 
more than one third of a cubit forward, 
and this is the greateſt and the moſt in- 
ſupportable blunder, which pretenders to 
ſculpture are guilty of: as for the arms, 

they both hang down in the moſt awk- 
ward and ungraceful manner imagin- 
able, and ſo little art is diſplayed in 
them, that people would be almoſt temp- 
ted to think that you never ſaw a 
naked man in your life: the right leg 
of Hercules and that of Cacus touch at 
the middle of their calves, and if they were 
to be ſeparated, not one of them only 
| but 
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but both would remain without a calf in 
the place where they touch: befides 
one- of the Hercules's feet 1s quite buried, 
and the other ſeems to have fire andbr 
it. Thus I went on, but the man could 


no longer ſtay with patience to hear the de- 


fects of his figure of Cacus enumerated ; 


one reaſon was that what I faid was true, 
the other that I made the duke perfectly 
acquainted with his real character, as well 


as the reſt of thoſe preſent, who diſ- 
covered the greateſt ſymptoms of ſurpriſe 


. imaginable, and began to be ſenſible that all 


E faid was true. The brutiſn fellow there- 
faid, O thou ſlanderer doſt thou ſay 
nothing of my deſign? I anfwered that he 
who' drew a good one could never work 
ill, and that I was convinced his deſign was of 
a piece with his works. Seeing that the duke 
and all preſent ſhewed by their farcaftic looks 
_ geſtures, that they thought thecenſureof 
his performance to be juſt, he let his inſolence 


entirely get the better of him, and turning 


about to me with a moſt brutiſh phyſiogno- 
my, uttered theſe baſe words: ſay no more 
vile ſodomite. When he expreſſed himſelf 


chus, the duke and all preſent frowned 
upon 
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upon him, and diſcovered ſympte F 
higheſt diſpleaſure. I finding myſelf ſo 
cruelly mſulted, was hurried' away by paſ- 
ſion, and cried out to him aloud: foolifly 
man, you paſs the bourids of decency ; but 
would to God I were able to practice ſo 
noble an art, for we read that Jove prac- 
tiſed it with Ganimede, and here on earth 
it is cuſtomary with many of the greateſt 
emperors and kings: I for my part am a 
poor, humble mortal, who could never 
think of aſpiring to any thing ſo great and 
illuſtrious. Upon this none preſent could 
contain themſelves; but both the duke and 
all the reſt ſet up a loud laugh. Though 1 
endeavoured to put a good face upon the 
matter, T was ready to burſt with vexation, 
that one of the moſt worthleſs wretches 
upon earth, ſhould have the impudence to 
affront me in ſo groſs a manner, in the 
preſence of a great prince: but the reader 
ſhould at the ſame time take it into con- 
| ſideration, that on this occaſion the duke 
was affronted and not I, for had I not 
been in his auguſt preſence, I ſhould have 
killed the villain upon the ſpot. Perceiving 
_ _ noble POP preſent never once 

ceaſed 
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| ceaſed laughin g, this low buffoon to divert 
them from deriding him, began to change the 
ſubject, and faid, this Benvenuto here goes 
about making it his boaſt, that I promiſed 
| him a block of marble. How, ſaid I inter- 
rupting him, did you not ſend word by your 
journeyman Francis Matteo Fabbro, that if 
I choſe to work in marble, you would make 
me a preſent of a piece? Did I not accept the 
offer, and dont I ſtill require of you the per- 
formance of your promiſe ? He replied then, 
depend upon it youſhallnever have it. There- 
upon I who was incenſed to the higheſt pitch 
by his former abuſe, being ſuddenly deprived 
5 of my reaſon, as it were, forgot for a moment 
that I was in the preſence ofthe duke, and cried 
out to him in a paſſion: in plain terms either 
ſend the marble to my houſe, or think of an- 
other world, for I will infallibly ſend you out 
of this: but recollecting immediatelythat I was 
in the preſence of ſo great a prince I turned 
with an air of humility to his excellency, and 
ſaid, my lord, one fool makes a hundred; 
the folly of this man had made me forget 
your excellency's glory, and myſelf, for which 
J humbly beg your pardon, The duke 
addrefling himſelf to Bandinello aſked him 
ö whether 


* 
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Shether it was true that he had promiſed me | 


the marble ? Bandinello anſwered it was. 
The duke thereupon ſaid to me, return to 
your work, and take a piece of marble to 
your liking. I replied that he had promiſed 
to ſend me one to my own houſe. Terrible 
words paſſed upon the occaſion; and I in- 
ſiſted upon receiving it in 1 manner and - 
no other, 


The next morning a piece of marble - 


was brought 'to my houſe, and I asked 
the porters who it came from; they 
told me that it was ſent by Bandinello, 

being the piece of marble which he had 
promiſed me: I ordered it to be carried into 
my ſhop, and took it in hand that moment; 

and whilſt I was working upon it, I made 
my model: ſo eager was I to be employed 
in "marble, that I could not have the pati- 
_ ence to take the neceſſary time for making 
a model, with all the care and Judgment 
that our art requires : perceiving the 
marble crack, I ſeveral times began to 
repent that I had undertaken the job; 
however I made what I could out of it, 
Tmean the Apollo and e which 
Ru Vor. II. 8 though 
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though imperfect are till to be ſeen at my 


ſhop. Whilſt I was employed in this 
manner, the duke came to my houſe and 


ſaid to me ſeveral times: let the bronze 


alone for a while, and work a little in marble 
that T may ſee how you do it. I immedi- 
ately took the tools, which are uſed in work- 
ing upon marble, and began to apply them to 


the purpoſe : the duke enquiring about the 
model I had made for this work, I told him 


that the marble was quite broken, but J 
would warrant to make ſomething of i it not- 
withſtanding ; for though I could not re- 
ſolve upon a model, I would ſtill work on, 
and do the beſt I could. The duke hearing 
this cauſed a piece of Greek marble to be 
conveyed with the utmoſt expedition from 
Rome, to enable me to reſtore the antique 
Ganimede, which had given riſe to the diſ- 
pute between me and Bandinello: when 
the Greek marble was come, I conſidered ; 
with myſelf that it was a ſin to break it 


into pieces, for the fake of making 
and repairing the head, arms and other 


parts of the Ganimede; I therefore pro- 
vided myſelf with another block, and to this 
piece 
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piece of Greek marble I made a little waxen 
model, to which I gave the name of Narciſ- 
ſus: and as this marble had two holes, 
which were were above a quarter of a cubit 
in depth and full two inches broad, I had 
recourſe to the attitude which is ſeen in that 
part, to prevent the ill effect of thoſe 
holes, fo that I ſtruck them out of my 
figure. But for many years paſt, that it 
has rained conſtantly upon the marble, and 
theſe holes were always left full of water, 
the moiſture had penetrated to ſueh a de- 
gree, that the marble became quite weak and 
almoſt rotten in the upper hole, and appear- 
ed to riſe above a cubit and a half in my 
ſhop immediately after the great inundation 
of the Arno. And as this piece of marble 
was placed upon a ſquare piece of wood, the 
water abovementioned made it turn about, 
by which accident the breaſts of it were 
broke, ſo that I was obliged to mend 
them; and that the cleft might not appear 
where they were faſtened on, I placed there 
a garland of flowers, which is ſtill ſeen 
upon the breaſt of the figure. This job J 
did at certain hours before day, or elſe 
| 8 2 upon 
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upon holydays only, that I might not delay 
my great work of the Sie of Perſeus, 
As. I was one morning amongſt others 
preparing ſome tools to. work at it, there 
darted a little bit of ſteel into my right 
eye, and entered ſo far into the pupil 
that it was impoſſible to get it out, ſo 
that I was in very great danger of loſing 
that eye: ſeveral days after I ſent for 
Maſter Raphael, a ſurgeon, who took two 
live pigeons, and making me be upon my 
back, with a little knife opened a vein 
in each of their wings, ſo that the blood 
ran into my eye, and I was thereby 
greatly ' relieved. In the ſpace of two 
days the bit of ſteel iſſued from my 
eye f and I found that I had received 
confiderable eaſe and in a great mea- 
ſure recovered my ſight. The feaſt of 
St. Lucia approaching I made a golden 
eye, of a French crown, and got it offer- 
ed to that faint by -one of the dau ghters 
of my ſiſter Liperata, a girl about ten 
years of age; in this manner did I teſtify 
my gratitude to God and to St. Lucia: 
For ſome time after I diſcontinued working 

2; ha | upon 


einn 261 


upon the Narciſſus, but went on with 
my Perſeus, notwithſtanding all the difficul- 


ties already enumerated, for I had formed 


a reſolution to finiſh it and then to leave 
Florence. W - 
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The duke havin ng ſome Side of Cellini 's 2 1 
abilities in caſting figures of bronze, enters 
into a converſati on with him upon the Jubjet? 
Cellini gives a ſufficient prof of his ex- 
traordinary ſkill, by caſting a beautiful bronze 
flatue of Perſeus and Andromeda, which 
he ſucceſsfully finiſhed to the ſurpriſe of all 
the world whilſt he lay under every diſ- 
couragement, and bad the greateſt di rfficulties 


to firuggle with. 
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8 1 had been particularly ſucceſsful 
in caſting my Meduſa, I made a 
model of my Perſeus in wax, and flattered 
myſelf that I ſhould have the ſame ſucceſs in 
caſting the latter in bronze, as I had had 
with the former. Upon its appearing to ſuch 
advantage and looking ſo beautiful in wax, 
the duke; whether ſomebody elſe put it into 
his head, or whether it was a notion of his 
own, as he came to my houſe oftener than 
uſual, once took occaſion to ſay to me, 


Benvenuto, this, ſtatue cannot be caſt in 
bronze, 
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bronze, it is not in the power of your 
art to compa it. Hearing him expreſs 
himſelf in that manner, I diſcovered 
great reſentment, and ſaid: my lord, I 
| know that your excellency places very 
little confidence in me, and that you have 
but too good an opinion of thoſe who 
ſpeak ill of me; or elſe you do not un- 
derſtand things of this nature. Scarce 
did he ſuffer me to utter theſe words, 
when he anſwered I profeſs underſtand- 
ing them, and I do underſtand them per- 
fectly. I replied, you may underſtand 
them as a prince, but not as an artiſt; 
for if you had that ſkill in theſe mat- 
ters, which you think you have, you 
would believe me upon account of the 
fine bronze head which I caſt for 
your excellency, and which was ſent to 
the Elbe; as alſo for having reſtored the 
beautiful figure of Ganimede, a work 
that gave me infinite trouble, inſomuch 
that it would have been eaſier for me 
to have made a new one; likewiſe for 
having caſt the Meduſa, which ſtands here 
before your excellency, a performance of 
immenſe difficulty, in which I have done 

I 4- what 
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what no man ever did before me in "this 

moſt laborious art. Conſider, my lord, 1 
have conſtructed a new ſort of a furnace, 
in a manner unknown to other -artiſts ; 
for beſides. many other particulars and cu- 
rious inventions to be ſeen in it, I have 
made two iſſues for the bronze; for other- 
wiſe that difficult and diſtorted figure could 
never come out, and it was only by means 
of my {kill and invention that it came out 
as well as it did: and do not imagine that e- 
very common artiſt could have done as much. 
Know likewiſe, my lord, that-all the great 
and difficult undertakings that I have been 
employed in by the renowned king Francis, 
were attended with admirable ſueceſs, purely 
on account of that king's generous en- 
couragement of my labours, in providing 
me with every thing I wanted, and allow- 
ing me as many hands as I required; at 
certain times I had under me above forty 
journeymen, all of my own chuſing; and 
this was the reaſon that I finiſhed ſo many 
undertakings in ſo ſhort a time. Therefore, 
my lord, take my advice and afford me the 
aſſiſtance that I want, for I have great hopes 
of een a work that will pleaſe you; 


whereas 


. — —— — p 


FRY _ = 
—— — 
- * - — — . = _— o — — — — — — — &- - —— — 5 — — — — on Mi — = — 
& _ = n II - T = i —B — e 7 — I 1 — 2 2 — Co - —.— — — — 
= == Dp nam ICIS: an n= =: —C_— ==: RMS : — IG 7 = —__=@V_=_——==—— == = _=ho_F uno — 
4 BN Add EE — TIE — B a — * Pa RI * : — : l 
1 way x —— —— — — 9 N 5 2 5 — — — a> 2 tw — — - — — — — — <Q - 
: — 5 . — — — : £ 
* * 2 22 — - Pay? — 


— Oo 


ä„ęEj——— z— —— — —— —-— — — 2 = — 
by 5 3 if m 


„BLI at. 


whereas if your excellency diſcourages me, 
and does not ſupply me with the neceſ- 
fary helps, it is impoſſible that either I or 
any man living can give birth to any thing 
worth notice. The duke ſcarce had pa- 
tience to hear me out, but, ſometimes 
turned one way, ſometimes another: and 
J was quite in deſpair when I recollected 
the circumſtances in which I had lived in 
France: at laſt he all on a ſudden faid, 
tell me Benvenuto, how is it poſſible that 
this fine head of Meduſa which Perſeus 
holds aloft in his hand, ſhould ever come- 
out cleverly? I immediately anſwered: it is 
clear, my lord, that you are no connoiſſeur 
in ſtatuary, as your excellency boaſts your- 
ſelf, for if you had any {kill in the art, you 
would not, be afraid of that fine head's not 
coming out, but would expreſs your appre- 
henſions concerning that right foot, which 
is at ſuch a- diſtance below. The duke 
half angry, addreſſing himfelf to ſome no- 
blemen who were with him, ſaid: I really 
believe it is a fineſſe of Benvenuto's to 
contradict and oppoſe every thing he hears 
advanced; then turning to me, as it were, 

in  derfion 3 in which he was imitated by all 


preſent, - 
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preſent, he expreſſed himſelf thus: I am 
willing to have patience to hear what 
reaſon you can alledge, that can poſſibly 
induce me to believe what you affirm. I 
made anſwer, I will give your excellency 
a reaſon fo fſatisfaftory, that you will be 
able to conceive the full force of it; I 
thereupon began in theſe terms: you know, 
my lord, that the nature of fire is to fly 
upwards ; I therefore aſſure you that the 
head of Meduſa will come out perfectly 
well: but as it is not the property of fire 
to deſcend, and it is neceſſary to force it 
down ſix cubits by art, hence I affirm, 
that it is impoſſible that yon foot ſhould 
ever come out; but it will be an eaſy 
matter for me to make a new one. The 
duke thereupon ſaid, why did you not 
think of contriving to make that foot 
come out as well as the head? I muſt then, 
anſwered I, have made the furnace much big- 
ger, to be able to caſt a piece of braſs as 
thick as my leg, and with that weight of hot 
metal I ſhould have made it come out by 
force; whereas my braſs which goes down to 
the feet of thoſe fix cubits that I mentioned, 


is not above two inches thick; therefore there 
18 


is no 1 pan Joie are it can FREY * 
ſet to rights: but when my mould is ſome- 
thing more than half full, 1 have good 
hopes, that from that half ſtanding upon the 
fire which mounts up by a natural proper- 


ty, the heads of Perſeus and Meduſa will 


come out admirably ; and this you may de- 
pend upon. When I had laid before the duke 
all theſe reaſons, with many more which 1 


for brevity ſake omit, he ſhook his head 


and departed. 

I now took courage of myſtif, «gd ba- 
* all thoſe thoughts, which from time 
to time occaſioned me great inquietude, 
and made me ſorely repent my ever hav- 
ing quitted France, with a view of af- 


liſting ſix poor nieces at F lorence, which 


good intention proved the ſource and ori- 
gin of all the misfortunes that afterwards 
befel me. However, I {till flattered my- 
ſelf, that if I could but finiſh my ſtatue 
of Perſeus, all my labours would be con- 
verted to delight, and meet with a glorious 
and happy reward. Thus having recovered 
my: vigour of mind, I with the utmoſt 
ſtrength of body and of purſe, though in- 


_ deed I bad but little money left, began to 
- purchaſe 
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purchaſe ſeveral loads of pine-wood from 
the pine grove of the Serriſtori, hard by 
Monte Lupo; and whilſt I was waiting for 
it, I covered my Perſeus with the earth 
which I had prepared ſeveral months before 
5 that it might have its proper ſeaſon- 

After I had made its coat of earth 
( (hor the technical term in our - buſineſs is 
coat) covered it well, and bound it proper- 
ly-with trons; I began by means of a ſlow 
fire to draw off the wax, which melted 
away by many vent holes: for the more of 
theſe are made, the better the moulds are 


filled: and when I had entirely ſtripr off the 


wax, I made a ſort of fence round my Per- 
ſeus, that is, round the mould abovemen- 


tioned, of bricks, piling them one upon an- 


other, and leaving ſeveral vacuities for the 
fire to exhale at. I next began to put on 
the wood, and kept a conſtant fire for 
two days and two nights, till the wax 


being quite off, and the mould well bak- 


ed, I all on a ſudden began to dig a hole 
to bury my mould in, and obſerved all thoſe 
fine methods of proceeding that are pre- 
ſeribed by our art. When 1 had complea 


ly dug my hole, I took my mould, and by 
means of levers and 1 ſtrong cables di- 


rected 
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rected-it with care, and ſuſpended it a cu- 
bit above the level of the furnace; ſo that it 
hung exactly 1 in the middle of the hole; I 
then let it gently down to the very bottom 
of the furnace, and placed it with all the care 
and exactneſs I poſſibly could. After I had 
finiſhed this part of my taſk, I began to make 
a covering of the very earth I had taken off, 

and in proportion as I raiſed the earth, 1 
Ru vents for it, which are a ſort of tubes 
of baked earth, generally uſed for condui its, 
and other things of a fimilar nature. As 
ſoon as I ſaw that I had placed it properly, 
and that this manner of covering it, by put- 
ting on thoſe ſmall tubes in their proper 
places, was likely to anſwer, as alſo that 
my journeymen thoroughly underſtood my 
plan, which was very different from that 
of all other maſters, and I was ſure that 
I could depend upon them, I turned my 
thoughts to my Fee I had cauſed 
it to be filled with ſeveral pieces of 
braf - and bronze, and heaped them upon 
one another in the manner taught us by 
our art, taking particular care to leave a 
allage for the flames, that the metal might 
the ſgoner. allume ite colour and diſſolve 

D 201. | into 
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into a fluid, Thus I with great alacrity 
excited my men to lay on the pine- wood, 
which becauſe the unctuoſity of the re- 
ſinous matter that oozes from the pine- 
tree, and that my furnace was admirably 
well made, burned at ſuch a rate, that I 
was continually obliged to run to and fro, 
which greatly fatigued me. I however hore 
the hardſhip; but to add to my misfortune, 
the ſhop took fire, and we were all very 
much afraid that the roof would fall in 
and cruſh us: from another quarter, that 
is, from the garden, the ſky poured in ſo 
much rain and wind, that it cooled my 
furnace. Thus did I continue to ſtruggle 
with theſe croſs accidents for ſeveral hours, 
and exerted myſelf to ſuch a degree, that 
my conſtitution, though robuſt, could no 
longer bear ſuch fevere hardſhip, and I was 
ſuddenly attacked by a moſt violent inter- 
mitting fever: in ſhort, I was ſo ill that 
J found myſelf under a neceſſity of lying 
down upon the bed. This gave me great 
concern, but it was unavoidable; I there- 
upon addreſſed myſelf to my aſſiſtants, 


nas were about ten in number, con- 
— 
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ſiſting of maſters who melted bronze, 
helpers, men from the country, and the 
journeymen that worked in the ſhop, a- 
mongſt whom was Bernardino Manellini 
di Mugello, that had lived with me ſeveral 
years. After having recommended it to 
them all to take proper care of my buſi- 
neſs, I ſaid to Bernardino, my friend, be 
careful to obſerve the method which I have 
ſhewn you, and uſe all poſſible expedition, 
for the metal will ſoon be ready; you can- 
not miſtake: theſe two worthy men here 
will quickly make the tubes, with two ſuch 
directors you can certainly contrive to ma- 
nage matters; and I have no doubt but 
my mould will be filled compleatly : I at 
preſent find myſelf extremely ill, and really 
believe that in a few hours this ſevere diſor- 
der will put an end to my life. Thus I left 
them in great ſorrow, and went to bed: as 
ſoon as I had lain down, I ordered the maids 
to carry victuals and drink into the ſhop 
for all the men, and told them I did not 
expect to live till the next morning. They 
encouraged me notwithſtanding, aſſur- 
r me that: ni diſorder - would not- laſt, 
$2270 
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as it was only the effe& of my having over 
fatigued myſelf: in this manner did I con- 
tinue for two hours in a violent fever, I 
every moment perceived it to increaſe, and 
was inceſſantly crying out, I am dying, I 
am dying. My houſe-keeper, whoſe name 
was Mona Fiore da Caſtel del Rio, was one 
of the moſt ſenſible women in the world, 
and thoroughly devoted to my intereſt ; 

ſhe rebuked me for giving way to vain 
fears, and at the ſame time attended me 
with the greateſt kindneſs and care ima- 
ginable: however, ſeeing me fo very ill, 


and terrified to ſuch a degree, ſhe could 


not contain herſelf, but ſhed a flood of 
tears; which ſhe endeavoured - to conceal 
from me. Whilſt we were both in this deep 
affliction, I perceived a man enter the room, 


who in his perſon appeared to be as crooked. 


and diſtorted as the letter 8; this man be- 
gan to deliver himſelf in theſe terms, with 
2 tone of voice, as diſmal and melancholy as 
thoſe who exhort and pray with perſons 
who are going to be executed; alas] poor 
Benvenuto, your work is ſpoiled,! and the 
misfortune admits of no remedy. - No 


ſooner had I heard the words uttered by 
this 
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this meſſenger of evil, but I cried. out ſo 
loud, that my voice might be heard as 
far as the empyreum, and got out of bed. 
I began immediately to dreſs, and giving 
either kicks or cuffs to the maid-ſervants 
and the boy as they came to help me on 

with my cloaths, I complained bitterly in 
theſe terms: O you envious and treacher- 
ous villains, this is a piece of villany 
ſchemed and contrived: on purpoſe; but 1 
ſwear by the living God that I will ſift it 
to the bottom, and before 1 die, give 
fach proofs who I am, as ſhall not fail 
to-aſtoniſh the whole world. Having 
huddled on my cloaths, I went with a mind 
boding evil to the ſhop, where I found all 


thoſe whom I had left ſo alert, and in ſuch 


high ſpirits, ſtanding in the utmoſt confu- 
ſion and aſtoniſhment: I thereupon ad- 
dreſſed them thus; liſten all of you to what 
Jam going to ſay; and ſince you either 
would not or could not follow the method 
I pointed out, obey. me now, that T am 
preſent; my work is before us, and let 
none of you offer to oppoſe or contradict 
me, for ſuch caſes as this require activity 
and not counſel, Hereupon one Alexander 

Vor. II. 1 L- ,aſtricati 
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Eaſtricati had the aſſurance to ſay to me; 


look you, Benvenuto, you have undertaken 
2 Work which our art cannot compaſs, and 
which is not to be effected by human 


power. Hearing theſe words, 1 turned 


about in ſuch a paſſion, and ſo bent upon 
miſchief, that both he and all the reſt una- 
nimouſly cried out to me: give your orders, 
and we will all ſecond you in whatever you 
command; we will aſſiſt you as long as we 
have breath in our bodies. Theſe kind 
and affectionate words they uttered, as I 
firmly believe, in a perſuaſion that I Was 
upon the point of expiring. I went direct- 
ly to examine the furnace, and ſaw all the 
metal in it concreted: I thereupon ordered 
two of the helpers to ſtep over the way to 


Capretta Beccajo, for a load of young oak; 


which had been above à year drying, 
and been offered me by Maria Ginevera, 
wife to the faid Capretta. Upon his bring- 
ing me the firſt bundles of it, I began to 
fill the grate: this ſort of oak makes. à 
briſker fe than any other wood whatever; 
but the wood of elder- trees and pine-trees 


is uſed in caſting artillery, becauſe it makes 


a mild and gentle * As ſoon as the con- 
creted 
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creted metal felt the power of this violent; 
fire, it began to brighten and glitter. In 
another quarter I made them hurry the 
tubes with all poſſible expedition, and ſent 
ſome of them to the roof of the houſe 
to take care of the fire, which throu gh 
the great violence of the wind had ac- 
quired new force; and towards the garden 
I -had. cauſed ſome tables with pieces of 
tapeſtry and old cloths to be placed, in 
order to ſhelter me from the rain. As 
ſoon as I had applied the proper remedy 
to each evil, I with a loud voice cried out 
to my men to beſtir themſelves and lend 
a helping hand; ſo that when they ſaw 
that the concreted metal began to melt 
again, the whole body obeyed me with 

ſuch zeal and alacrity, that every man 
did work enough for three. Then J 
cauſed half a maſs of pewter to be taken, 
the weight about ſixty pounds, and 
thrown upon the metal in the fur- 
nace, which with the other helps, as the 
briſk- wood fire, and ſtirring it ſometimes 


with iron, and ſometimes with long poles, _ 


ſoon became compleatly diſolved. Finding 
that «1. had effected what ſeemed as difficult 
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as to raiſe the dead, I recovered my vigour 


to ſuch a degree, that I no longer per- 


ceived whether I had any fever, nor had I 

the leaſt apprehenſion of death. Suddenly | 
a loud noiſe was heard, and a glittering of 
fire flaſhed before our eyes, as if it had 
been the darting of a thunderbolt. Upon 
the appearance of this extraordinary phe- 
nomenon, terror ſeized. on all preſent, and 
on none more than myſelf. This tre- 
mendous noiſe being over, we began to 
ſtare at each other, and perceived that 
he cover of the kunde had burſt and | 
ew off, ſo that the bronze began to run: 

I” immediately cauſed the mouths of my 


mould to be opened, but finding that 
the metal did not run with its uſual velo- 
city, and apprehending that the cauſe of 


it was that the quality of the metal was 
conſumed by the violence of the fire, 1 

ordered all my diſhes and porringers, 
which were in number about two hun- 
dred, to be placed one by one before my 
tubes, and part of them to be thrown 
into the furnace; ſo that all preſent per- 
ceiving that my bronze was compleatly 
diſſolved, and that my mould was fill- 


ing 
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ing, with joy and alacrity aſſiſted and 


. obeyed me: 1 for my part was . ſome- 
times in one place, ſometimes in another, | 
giving my directions, and aſſiſting my men, 
before whom I offered up this prayer: 

O God, I addreſs myſelf to thee, who of 
thy divine power didſt riſe from the dead, 
and aſcend in glory to heaven; I acknow: | 
ledge in gratitude this mercy that my mould 
has been filled ; I fall proſtrate before thee, 
and with my whole heart return thanks to 
thy divine majeſty. My prayer being 
over, I took a plate of meat which ſtood 
upon a * bench, and eat with a great 
appetite; I then drank with my whole 
corps of journeymen and aſſiſtants. and 
went joyful and in good health to bed; 

for there were ſtill two hours of night; and 
I reſted as well as if I had been troubled 
with no manner of diſorder. 

My good houle-keeper, without my hav- 
ing given any orders, had provided a young 
capon for my dinner ; when I aroſe, which 
was not till about noon, ſhe accoſted me in 
high ſpirits, and faid merrily, is this. the 
man that thought himſelf dying! It is my 
firm belief, that the cuffs and kicks which 
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you gave us laſt ni ight, when you were quite 


frantic and bedeviled, frightened away your 
fever, and that apprehending leſt you ſhould 


fall upon it in the ſame manner, it choſe 
to betake itſelf to flight. So my whole 


poor family having got over ſuch panicks 


and hardſhips, without delay procured 
earthen veſſels to ſupply the place of the 


pewter diſhes and porringers, and we all 
dined together very chearfully; indeed 1 


do not remember having ever in my life 


eat a meal with greater ſatisfaction, or 


with a better appetite. After dinner all 


thoſe who had aſſiſted me in my work, 


came and congratulated me upon what 


had happened, returned thanks to the divine 


Being, for having interpoſed ſo mercifully 


in our behalf, and declared that they had 
in theory and practice learnt ſuch things as 
were judged impoſſible by other maſters. 
I thereupon thought it allowable to boaſt 
a little of my knowledge and skill in this 


fine art, and pulling out my purſe, ſa- 


tisfied all my workmen for their labour. 


My mortal enemy Pier Franceſco Ricci 
the duke's ſteward, was very cager to know 
how the affair had turned out; ſo that 

the 
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the two whom 1 ſuſpected of ** the cauſe 
of my metal's concreting in the manner 
above related, told him, that I was not a 
man, but rather a downright devil, for J had 
cempaſſed that which was not in the power 
of art to effect; with many other ſurpriſing * 
things which would have been too much 
even for the devil. As they greatly exagge- 
rated what had paſſed, perhaps with a view 
of excuſing themſelves, the ſteward wrote 
to the duke, who was then at Piſa, an ac- 
count ſtill more pompous, and more re- 
plete with the marvellous, than that which 
the workmen had given him. Having left 
my work to cool during two days after it 
was taſt, I began gradually to uncover it; 
I firſt of all found the Meduſa's head, which 
had come out admirably by the aſſiſtance of 
the vents, as I: had obſerved to the duke 
that the property of fire was to fly up- 
; wards: I proceeded to uncover the reſt, 
and found that the other head, I mean 
that of Perſeus, was likewiſe come out 
= well; this occaſioned me till 
greater ſurpriſe, beeauſe, as it is ſeen in the 
ſtatue, it is much lower than that of Me- 
duſa, the mouth of that figure being placed 
: 14 over 
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over the head and ſhoulders. of Perſeus: I 
found that where the head of Perſeus ends, 
all the bronze was out, which I had in my 
furnace; this ſurpriſed me very much, that 
there ſhould not be any thing over and 
above what is . in caſting; my 
aſtoniſhment. indeed was raiſed to ſuch a 
degree, that I looked upon it as a miracle 
immediately wrought by the Almighty. I. 
went on uncovering. it with great ſucceſs, 
and found every part turn out to admira- 
tion, till T reached the foot of the Tight.” 
leg, where I perceived the heel come out; 


ſo proceeding to examine it, and "a 


that the whole was filled up, in one re- 
ſpect I was glad, in another ſorry, becauſe. 
I had told the duke it would not have that 
effect: continuing however to uncover it, 
I found that not only the toes were 
wanting, but part of the foot itſelf ; fo. 
that there was almoſt one half deficient... 
This occaſioned me ſome new trouble, but 
I was not diſpleaſed at it, becauſe I could 
thereby convince the duke that I underſtood. 
my buſineſs thoroughly: and though there 
had come out a great deal more of that foot 


than ah thought t there would, the reaſon was 
that 


— 
n 


-CELELINK: of 


that in conſequence of the ſeveral accidents 
that had · "happened, it was heated much 
more than it could have been in the regular 
courſe of buſineſs; eſpecially as the pewter 
plates had been thrown into the furnace, 
a thing never done before. I was highly 
pleaſed that my work had ſucceeded ſo well, 
and went to Piſa to pay my reſpects to the 
duke, who received me in the moſt gra- 
cious manner imaginable; the dutcheſs vied 
with him in kindneſs to me, and though 
the ſteward had written them an account of 
the affair, it appeared to them much more 
wonderful and extraordinary, when I relat- 
ed it myſelf. Upon my ſpeaking to him of 
the foot of Perſeus, which had not come 
out (a circumſtance of which I had ap- 
prized his excellency) I perceived that he 
was filled with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 
and told the affair to the dutcheſs in the 
ſame terms that I had before related. to 
him. Finding that theſe great perſonages 
were become ſo favourable to me, I availed 
myſelf of the opportunity to requeſt the 
duke's permiſſion to go to Rome ; he 
granted it in the moſt obliging terms, 


and deſired me to return ſpeedily, in order 
to 
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to finiſh my ſtatue of Perſeus ; he at the 
ſame time gave me letters of recommenda- 
tion to his ambaſſador Averardo Serriſtori. 
This happened in the beginning of the 
en * ps Julio de Monti. 
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Cellini receives a 22 Fr Michael Angeb 
concerning a bronze head of Bindo Altoviti 
He ſets out for Rome with the duke's per- 
miſſion in the beginning of pope Julio de 
Montt's pontrficate——having paid his reſpects 
to the pope he waits upon Michael Angelo, 
and endeavours to perſuade him to enter in- 
to the duke's ſervice—Michael Angelo de- 
clines it on account of his being then employed 
in the building of St. Peter Cellini re- 
furns to Florence and meets with a cold 
reception from the duke, occaſioned by ill offi- 
ces done him by the fleward— Matters are 
accommodated between him and his excellen- 
cy, but he ſoon falls into alike diſgrace with 
. the dutcheſs, by diſcloſing a ſecret concerning 
her pearl necklace to the duke—Parti- 
cular account of the purchaſe of the above 
wecklace——Bernardone is ſucceſsful in pre- 
vailing upon the duke to buy it for the 
dutcheſs, contrary to Cellini's opinion—Her 

highneſs becomes Cellini's implacable enemy. 
BEFORE 
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EFORE my departure from Flo- 


rence, I directed my men to proceed 
with the work according to the method 1 


had taught them. The cauſe of my jour- 


ney. was this: having made a buſt of Bindo 
Antonio Altoviti as big as the life, I ſent 
it to him to Rome; and he put it into a 
cabinet richly furniſhed with antiques and 
other things of value, but an unfit repo- 
ſitory for pieces of ſculpture or even for 
pictures; the fact is that the windows 
were under thoſe fine works, ſo that being 
placed in a wrong light, they did not ap- 
pear to that advantage which they would 
have done, if they had been in a proper 
ſituation. One day Bindo happened to be 
ſtanding at his door, when Michael Angelo 
Buonarotti the ſculptor was paſſing by; 
the former deſired the latter to come in and 
take a view of his cabinet of curioſities. 
Michael Angelo having complied with his 
requeſt, asked Bindo who the artiſt was, 
that had hit off his likeneſs in ſo maſterly a 
manner? you muſt know added he, that I am 
highly pleaſed with this head, though there 


are very fine antiques near it; but if thoſe 
windows 


en abs 


windows were above, inſtead of being un 
derneath they would appear more conlp 1 
cuous, and your buſt would, even en 
ſo many 25 pieces of antiqu ity, claith 
a high degree of reputation. No foonet 
had Michael Angelo left his friend Bitido, 
but the former wrote me a very polite 
letter, to This purport. My dear end, | 
| Benvenuto, 1 have mary years known 10. 
for one * the ableſt jewellers in the 
world, and 1 now find that you have eq al 
abilities" as a, ſculptor; you muſt "knew 
that ſighior Bindo Altoviti ſhewed me his 


buſt in bronze, and. told me that it was 


done by you: 1 was highly pleaſed with 
the execution, but it gave me great uneaſi- 
35 to ſee it placed in a diſadvantageous 

; had it but been properly ſitu- 
KY It would have appears? to have been 
the maſter- piece it is. This letter abounded 
with the moſt affectionate and moſt favour- 


able ex reſſions concerning myſelf; ſo be- 


fore T et out for Rome, I ſhewed it to the 
duke, who peruſed i it with great pleaſure, 
and ſaid to me, Benvenuto, 1 would have 
you Write to him, and if you can prevail 
on him to come to Florence, I will make 

him 
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him one of the eight and forty. Accord - 
ingly 1 wrote him a moſt affectionate epiſtle, 5 


expreſſing the duke's ſentiments as above, 


and ſaying a hundred times more than I had. 
been commiſſioned to ſay ; however to avoid 
committing any error, I ſhewed it to his 
excellency before I ſealed it, and told him 
that perhaps I had promiſed him too much. 
wa made anſwer ; that I had done 
ry right, that Michael Angelo deſerved 
l more than I had promiſed him, and 
that he propoſed conferring on him more 
conſiderable favours. This letter of mine 
Michael Angelo never anſwered, at which 
neglect the duke was highly offended. Upon 
my arrival at Rome I went to lodge at 
the houſe of Bindo Altoviti: he immedi- 


ately told me that he had ſhewed his buſt 


in bronze by my hands to Michael Angelo, 
who had beſtowed upon it the higheſt praiſes 
imaginable; ſo we talked together of this 
affair for a conſiderable time. This man 


had in his hands one thouſand two hundred 


crowns of mine, which he borrowed of me 
to make up the ſum of five thouſand two 
hundred that he had lent to the duke; 


t 1 were his own, and mine 
were 


s 


were in . name. 8 3 IE me 
the juſt intereſt for my ſhare, which Wðas 
the reaſon that I undertook to make his 
buſt: when he firſt ſaw it in wax, he ſent 
me fifty crowns by Giuliano Paccalli has 
clerk; I did not chuſe to take the money 
but ent! it back by the meſſenger, and athens 
wards told Binde himſelf, that it was ſuf- 
ficient for me if he would keep that money 
with the reſt of mine in his hands, and Lre- 
_ ceived. the intereſt of it. But now I perceived 
that he had bad intentions, and inſtead of 
careſſing me according to cuſtom, he behav- 
ed quite rudely; though he entertained me 
in his houſe, he was never in a good hu 
mour but quite the reverſe. However we 
ſettled the affair in a few words: I gave 
up my payment for making the buſt, and 
even what the bronze had ſtood me in, and 
agreed that Bindo ſhould keep my money 
in his hands, and pay me fifteen per cent 
upon it during my natural life. One of the 
firſt things I did at Rome was to go to kiſs 
the pope's toe: I'talked for ſome time with 
his holineſs, and found him much diſpoſed 
to favour me, nay I verily. believe that dif 
rand with the difficulties I had to encounter 
at 
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his-holineſs's e6tiſent at Rome; — * 


lat the Florentine Atfibaſfader cbunteract- 


ed me. I went to Michael: Angelo Buona- 
rottiʒ and fepeated to him the contents of 
the letter I had ſent him from Florence by 
the duke's orders. He told me he was em- 
ployed in building St. Peter's church, and 
for that reaſon cou not quit Rome 1 
then {aid to Him that ſince he had determin- 
ed upon the model of the ſtructure, he 
might leave his pupil Urbino in his place; 
Who would punctually follow his diree- 
tions, and at the ſame time I made him 
ſeveral new promiſes in the duke's name. 


He thereupon looked at meattentively; and 


aſked with a ſmile, Whether I was pleaſed 
myſelf with my ſituation àt the court of 
Florence? though I aſſured him I was pers 
fectly well ſatisfied, and that I met with the 
kindeſt treatment imaginable, he ſeemed 
to be thoroughly: acquainted with all my 
grievances ;/ and his final anfwer — that 
he could not think of leaving R = 
remonſtrated to him; that he — act 
moſt laudably in „ his n 
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eee amMt juſt 
prince, and one who'loved' mem ef yeriius 
and abilities the moſt of any the 
world had ever produced. I mentioned 
that he had an apprentice, called de Urbino, 
who had lived with him ſeveral years, ru. 
ther às a ſervant boy, than in an) other 
capacity; this was evident en „for 
the lad had learned nothing at all of the 
- buſineſs. © Upon my preſling. Michaet An- 
gelo ſo hard, that he had not a word to 
ſay in his defence, he turned all on a 
ſudden to his apprentice,” as ir were to alk | 


his opinion of the matter. Urbino with 


raſtic geſtures and a rough voice ſaid'; I WII 
never quit Michael Angelo, till have laid 
him out, or he me. I could not help laugli. 
ing at the ſimplicity of theſe words; he ho 
without ceremony. 
After I had tranſacted my buſitich with 
Bindo Altoviti ſo unſueceſsfully as toToſe my 
buſt of bronze, and to entruſt my money 
in liis hands during life, I ſæ clearly what 
the principles of merchants are, and re- 
turned to Florence very much diffatisfied 
with my expedition. I waited on his ex- 
celleney, who was then at the caſtle 3 
l... U 
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hi dridge- of Rifredi: by the way I. met 
with ſignor Pier Franeeſco Ricci the ſtew- 

and on making an offer to accoſt him 
with the civilities which cuſtom preſcribes, 
he exclaimed with the utmoſt - ſurpriſe; 
o you ars returned! his ſurpriſe ſtill con- 
tinuing, he clapped his hands, told me 
that the duke was at the caſtle; then 
turned his back to me and marched off: 1 
could not poſſibly conceive why the: fool 
behaved ſo oddly. ' I repaired however to 


the caſtle and entering the garden where 


the duke happened to be walking L ſaw his 
excellency at a diſtance; at the ſight of 
me he diſcovered ſymptoms of great ſurpriſe, 
and ſignified' to me by a nod that I might 
go about my buſineſs. I who! had-flattered 
myſelf that he would careſs me rather more 
than at my departure, ſeeing him behave 
thus extravagantly, returned very much 
diſguſted to Florence, and reſuming ny 
buſineſs endeavoured: to bring my works to 
a concluſion with all poſſible expedition. 
Not being able to conjecture the cauſe of 
the cold reception I had met with, 1-care- 


. fully obſerved in what manner I was-Josked 


upon by ſignor Sforza, and others of the 
| duke's 


.CELLINE' age 


* and took it: into my 
beatl to aſk Sforza What was the meaning 
of this indifference; the latter anſwered 
laughing, Benvenuto, endeavour, to act the 
part of a man of honour and fear nothing. 
Several days after he managed an interview 


for me with the duke, who received me 
jor ig a great many odd civilities, and asked 
me what was doing at Rome: I enter- 

ed into a converſation with him the beſt 

I could, and gave him an account of the 

buſt. of bronze that I had made for Bindo 
Altoviti, with what happened upon the | 
occaſion, I perceived that he liſtened to h 
me with the greateſt attention imaginable, 
ſo IL told him all that had paſſed between 
Michael Angelo Buonarotti and me, at | 
which hediſcovered ſome reſentmerit; but at = 
' -the ſame; time could not help laughing at | 
the ſimplicity of Urbino: he ſaid that the 
loſs would be Michael Angelo's and not | 
his; I made my bow and retired, . Doubtleſs | 
| 


Pier Franceſco the ſteward had done me ſome 
[Ml office with the duke, which proved un- 
_ ſuccesful, for God is always a friend to 
[ truth, and as 1 has hitherto extricated and 
ods to eee e ie 159777 ed 
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preſerved. me from the greateſt. dangers, I 1 
hope he will continue his protection to the 
end of my life, in the courſe of which 1 
have: gone through ſuch a ſea of trouble 
and diſtreſs, yet proceed forward undaunt- 
ed in my career with his aſſiſtance, nor am 
I terrified by the frowns of fortune or the in- 
fluence of inauſpicious ſtars, ſo long as God 
favours me with his all- ſufficient grace. 
| Now gentle reader thou art to hear a moſt 
dreadful accident. I made all the haſte I 
could to finiſh my work, and in the evening 
went to the Aue wardrobe, where I uſed 
to aſſiſt the goldſmiths employed by his ex- 
cellency, moſt of whoſe: works were after 
my deſigns : the duke took great delight in 
ſeeing 24 buſy, and in converſing väth me, 


which induced me ſometimes to go there in 
the day-time. One day as I happened to 


be in his wardrobe, his excellency came thi- 
ther according to cuſtom, and the rather 
when he knew that I was there; he began 
to chat with me, and I made myſelf ſo agree- 
able to him, that he appeared to be in a bet- 
ter humour than uſual: all, on a ſudden. 
one of his ſecretaries entered the room, and 


whiſpered him in the ear, as if about ſome 
© buſineſs 


ELLEN ww} 


'buſi neſs of great importance; tlie duke 
roſe and they went together into another 
a apartment: as the dutcheb Had ſeht to ſee 
what the duke was doing, the page told her 
that he was talking and laughing with Ben- 
venuto, and we were very merry; her excel- 
lency thereupon entered the wardrobe, And 
not finding the duke ſat down by us; perceiv- 
ing that it would be ſome time beldie we had 
done work, ſhe turned to me with great good 
humour ind ſhewing me a fine ſtring of 
large pearls, asked me what I thought of it. 
1 Praiſed it highly, Her excelleney men . | 
_ ſaid: I want the duke to buy it for me; bo 
5 Praiſe it in his preſence as much 
as poſſible. Hearing the dutcheſs ex- x 
1 bea herſelf in this manner, I diſcovered 4 
my ſentiments to her with the moſt pro- | 
found reſpe:t in thee terms : I thought Eat | | 
5 ſtring of pearls belonged to your excelleficy, | 
and it was proper that I ſhould ſay ho | 
ill of any thing that was yours; but'at'pre- 
h ſent” I am under a' neceſſity of ſpeaking 
my mind: you muſt then underſtand” fHat 
by my knowledge in theſe matters I can 
diſcover many defects in theſe” pearls, 
Li and” would by no means ädviſe "you 
5 U 3 to 
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to buy them. She anſwered: the merchant 
offers Ace to me for fix thouſand crowns, 
and if they had not ſome defects, they would 
be worth twelve thouſand. If the ſtring 
of Prarls replied” I were ever ſo fine, I'would 
not adviſe any one to give above five thou- 
ſand crowns for it; becauſe pearls are not 
like jewels; in proceſs of time they loſe their 
value, but Jewels ] loſe nothing by growing 
old, and therefore are a proper purchaſe. 
1 The dutcheſs ſomewhat piqued, ſaid ſhe had 
a fancy for theſe pearls, therefore begged I 
would praiſe them to the duke, and even 
make no ſeruple of telling an untruth toſeive 
her, and 1 fhould find my account” in it. 
I who was always a lover of truth and an 
enemy tofalſchood, being then under a neceſ- 
ſity of telling lies, leſt I ſhould forfeit the 
"favour of ſo great a princeſs, repaired" with 
ttheſe curſt pearls to the apartment to which 
the duke was then retired ; as ſoon as he 
ſaw me, he faid: Benvenuto, what are 
you about? I pulled out the ſtring of 
| pearls, and made anſwer: my lord, I am 
come to ſhew you a fine ſtring of the choic- 
eſt pearls: then beſtowing the higheſt 

0 praifes on them, I added: buy them, my 
| lord, 
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Jord, buy them by all means... The duke 
told me he did not chuſe to buy them, as they 
were not perfect. To this I anſwered: 

excuſe me, my lord, theſe ſurpaſs other pearls 
in beauty. The dutcheſs was behind us and 
could not but overhear what I ſaid; ſo that 
I praiſed the pearls up to the ſkies. The 


duke turning to me with great good hu- 


mour ſaid, Benvenuto, I know! you are 
an excellent judge of theſe things, and if 
the pearls are ſo. very fine, I ſhould not 
think much of purchaſing them, as well to 
pleaſe the dutcheſs, as to have them in my 


poſſeſſion. As Ihad begun to tell lies, I plung- 


ed deeper and deeper into the mire, contradiẽt- 
ing every thing the duke ſaid, and dependin 2 
upon the dutcheſs, who, I hoped, would in 
time reward me. I was to receive two hun- 
dred crowins for making the bargain, for the 
dutcheſs had hinted to me as much: but I 
8 reſolved not to touch a farthing of the 
„money, leſt the duke ſhould. think 1 Was 
1 0 fe in this manner with an intereſted view. 


3 73 8 truth. 
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truth. Thexeupon the tears came into my 
eyes, and I ſaid to him, my lord, if I tell you 
the truth, I make the dutchels my mortal 
enemy; I.ſhall in conſequence be under a 
neceſſity of leaving this city and my ſtatue 5 
of Perſeus, which I promiſed the illuſtrious 
ſchool of Florence, Will become the ſcoff of - 
my enemies: I therefore beg your excelleney 
wouldeonſider my caſe. The duke perceiv- - - 
ing that I had ſpoken before by compuliion, 
deſited me to put my confidence in him and 
feat nothing. I aſked him, how ĩt was poſſible | 
to cancealithe affair from the dutcheſs? He 
bid me tell her that the pearls were quite 
eclipſed by a.caſket of diamonds. Upon his 
expreſſing himſelf; in that manner, I told him 
my real opinion of the pearls, and declared 
that they were not worth above two thou - 
ſand crowns: the dutcheſs perceiving; that 
we were quiet, for we lowered our voices 
as much as we poſſibly could, came forward 
and ſaid to the duke: my dear lord, I beg 
you would buy me that ſtring of pearls, bes 
cauſe I have taken a particular fancy to it, 
and your great artiſt Benvenuto ſays, "vi 
never ſaw a finer. , The duke told her he 
would not buy it upon any account. Why, 
my 
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my dean lord, replied the dutcheſs, vill not 

your excellency buy that firing of pearis tc 

oblige me? becauſe anſwered the duke I di 

not chuſe to throw away my money. How 

is it throwing away your money, replied 

the dutcheſs, if Benvenuto here in whom 

you have ſo much confidence, has aſfured 

me it would be cheap at upwards of three 

thouſand crowns ? the duke then ſaid, ma- 

dam, Benvenuto; has told me, that if I buy 

it, I ſhall throw away my money, becauſe 

theſe pearls are neither round nor equal, 

and there are many old ones amongſt them; = 

to convince yourſelf that what I ſay is true, | | 

do but obſerve: that pearl there and that” | 

other, look there, and there again: in a 

word they are by no means for my purpoſe. | 

Upon his delivering himſelf in that manner, | | 

the dutcheſs, gave me a very ſevere look, * | 
| 


and ſhaking her head with a menac- 
ing air left the apartment. I Was now 
ſtrongly tempted to hurry away to ſome © 
other part of the world, but as my Per- 
ſeus Was in à manner finiſhed, I could 
not think of neglecting to take it out of che *\ 
mould. Let the reader but confider. m] 
e ſeriouſly: reflect on the W] 


dilemma 
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dilemma to which I was reduced. The 
duke had given orders to his ſervants to ſuf- 
fer meconftantly to'paſs through the apart- 
ments, and to have acceſs to his excelleney 
wherever he happened to be; whilſt the dut- 
cheſs had laid her injunctions upon the very 
ſame ſervants to turn me out whenever I 
came to the palace: theſe fellows as ſoon as 
they ſaw me coming would quit their poſts, 
and order me to turn back; but they took 
care to act thus unperceived by the duke, 
for if his excellency ſaw me firſt, he either 
called to me, or made me a fign to enter. 
The dutcheſs ſent for that Bernardone of 
vrhoſe knavery ſhe had ſo bitterly — +1 rp 
ed, and recommended the affair of the 
to him in the ſame manner ſhe had — 
to me; Bernardone thereupon told her 
that her excellency might depend upon 
him. The rogue went into the duke's pre- 
ſence with the abovementibned i ſtring! of 
pearls in his hand. The duke no ſooner 
ſet eyes upon him but he bid him be- 
gone. The knave with his odd, affected 
tone of voice, with which he drawiled 
khrough his noſe in a ridiculous manner, 
Haid; ah my dear lord, buy that ſtring of 
"Ivy _ pearls 
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pearls for the poor lady, Wwho cannot ive 


without it: he added many more fooliſſi 


expreſſions, and at laſt quite diſguſted the 
duke, who ordered him, either to begone 


inſtantly or he would give him a flap in 


the face. The fellow knew very well what 
he was about, for if by means of flattery 
or any other artifice whatever he could ꝓre- 
vail on the duke to make that purchaſe, he 
was ſure of gaining the dutcheſs's good 
graces, and of receiving ſeveral hundred 
! crowns for the bargain : he continued there- 
fore to fawn: and flatter, and the duke 
gave him ſeveral good ſound boxes on the 
- ear to make him quit the place. So ſmartly 
- were the boxes given that his cheeks not 


| only became red, but the tears burſt into 


his eyes; the fellow notwithſtanding. per- 
ſiſted in his importunities and cried : ah my 
lord, your faithful ſervant would fain diſ- 
charge his duty, and willingly ſubmit to 
bear any ſevere treatment, provided the poor 
lady may be indulged in her deſire. The 
duke at laſt quite tired of the man, being 
alſo weariedi ut with cuffing him about, 
and no longer able to reſiſt his love for the 
\"cunchiel 8, whom he choſe to- humour in 


every 
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=] every thing, {aid to Bernardone, get you 
gone and make a bargain for the pearls, 
for I am willing to do any thing to pleaſe 
the dutcheſs. From this whole tranſ- 
action the reader mayform ajudgmentof the 
fury of adverſe fortune in perſecuting a poor 
man, and the infamous manner in which ſhe 
favours the baſe and worthleſs : I totally 
forfeited the good graces of the. dutcheſs, 
which was in a great meaſure the cauſe of 
my being deprived of the duke's favours, 
and the — Bernardone was not 
only well paid for treating about the pearls, 
but became a favourite both of the duke 
and dutcheſs: hence it is evident that 
when fortune bears us a grudge, it avails 
: nothing to act 1 to = diftates of 
| N and honour. | | 
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De duke Wages War Wi ith 1 eden =, 
Sienna Cellini is employed among others, in 
ene the fortifications of Florence—s 

Diſpute between: him and the duke, cuncern- 
ns ar — method f raiſing Take pur wy 


captain, wha had treated him. 4 froſpeetfully 
 —Di{cquery of ſome curious antiques in the” 
 cauntry of: Arezza—The mutilated. figures 
are repaired by Cellini. He works pri vate 
in the duke's apartment at theſe figures, 
bu meets with: oppuſitian: from the dutebeſi 
. —Extraordinary feene between him and her 
3 refuſes to gratify ber in place. 
ing ſome bronze figures in her apartment, 
_ which: widens the breach between them 
Quarrel between: him and Bernardone tit 
golaſmi th He ſini ſbes his famous ſtatus of 
Perſeus and Andromedsa—-awhich is erh, 
tao public wiew in the great ſquare, and meets: 
with uni verſal approbation Nhe duke: in 
_ Particular, is highly pleaſed with it.: 
15 . over to $1 0 by the viceroy, lu 

refuſes 


. TaWiL 1iR'Bi%r . 
© > refuſes: : 40. quit the duke's: ſerwice 5 ith o 
mind replete with joy. at bis great ſucceſs, be 
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N BO T':.this time 5 war of Sienna 
T broke out, and the duke chuſing to 
fortify Florence, conſigned the gates of b the 
city to the care of the moſt ſkilful- engi- 
neers and architects; upon this occaſion 
the gate leading to Prato, with the little 
gate of Arno,, leading to the mills, fell to 
my ſhare ; to the cavalier Bandinello was 
given the gate of St. Friano; to Paſqualino 
of Ancona, the gate of S. Pier Gattolini ; ; 
to Giuliano di Baccio d'Agnolo, ia” 
ter, the gate of St. George; to Particino, a 
carpenter, the gate leading to 8. Nicho- 
las; to Franceſco da St. Gallo, the ſculp- 
tor, ſir- named Margolla, was conſigned 
that which leads to Croce; and to Giam- 
batiſta, commonly called Jaſſo, was given 
the Pinti gate; in like manner other baſ- 
tions and gates were diſtributed amongſt 
other engineers, whoſe names I cannot now 
recollect, nor is it very material. The 
duke, who was a man of abilities, and of a 
5 I eſpectable 
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relpektable character, When influenced 


by. others, went his rounds about the city; 
and after his excellency had well ſurveyed 
it, and determined upon his meaſures) he 
ſent for Lattanzio Gorini his pay-maſter; 
an office in which, Lattanzio, particularly 
delighted; his excellency then ordered 
him to take plans of the ſeveral —— 
he had formed to repair the. fortific: 
af his capital. Accordingly. Lattanzia dent 
gach of us a plan of the gate he was to 
fortify. When I received mine, perceiving 
that the method was altogether defective, 
Ipwent with it in my hand to his excellen- 
cy, in order to ſhew him my objections; but 
Ino ſooner began to ſpeak, than he turn- 
ed about to me in a violent paſſion, and 
told me, he would readily allow me the 
ſuperiority in ſtatuary, but in this buſineſs 
of fortification I muſt in my turn yield to 
him therefore I was to follow the plan 
which. he had ſent me. To this ſhort ad- 
monition I anſwered in the gentleſt terms 
poſſible, and faid : my lord, even with re- 
gard to the method ol, making beaatifyl 
eee . rer learned een from 
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your excellency; fbr we Rae always- fad 
diſputes on” the" ſubjeck ; inn Ute wall 
ner with regard to this arkiele of 
ing your” city, which is /a' matter of much 
greater conſequence than \cafting ſtatues, 
I beg your excellency would vouchſafe to 
hear me, that by converſing with you upon 
tie ſubject, you "may Infricr" me in What 
manner T am to ſerve you. By theſe in- 
finuating expreſſions, the duke was prevail. 
ed on to enter into a converſation with 
me; I made it appear pear 'by clear and cont 
Vuincing reaſons che his method of forti- 
fying would Weber anſwer; upon which he 
defired me to go and draw a plan myſelf, | 
and he would fee how he liked it. I drew 
two plans according to the right method of 
fortification, and carried them to his ex- 
cellency, who then diffinguiſtiing the true 
from the falſe method, faid to me with great 
good humour: go and fortify the two gates 
your own way, I have no further objet. 
tion: I thereupon began the work WAIT all 
poſſible expedition. — nia nd; tiff 
There was upon gab Ut the gate*6f 
Prato, a Lombard captain a robuſt, lufty 


man, who ſpoke in a very rough, brutiſh 
: manner, 


manner, a was n ignorant and, 
us: this man queſtioning me. 
cancerning what I was. about, I with. great 
mildneſs ſhewed. him my plans, and found 
| it a very difficult matter to make him con- 
cei ve the method I intended to obſerve in 
my operations. The ſtupid mortal now 
ſhook his head, now turned himſelf one 
Way, and now another, often changed the 


poſition of his legs, twiſted his muſtachoes, 


which were very long, frequently pull- 
ed the fold of his cap over his eyes, and 
uttered: oaths and imprecations, telling me, 
he did not underſtand this puzzling affair 
of mine. Being at laſt quite tired of the 
fool, I deſired him to leave it to me, 
who underſtood it; ſo. I turned my back 
to him, at which being ſomewhat provok- 
ed, he cried out: ſo it ſeems, Sir, you and 
I muſt have a tilt together. I immediately 
anſwiered him in a violent paſſion, for 
he had quite exaſperated me: it will be 
leſs trouble to me to run you through 
the body, than to make the baſtion for 
this gate. So we both at the ſame in- 
ſtant clapped our hands to our ſwords, 
but Acarce had we drawn, when a con- 

Vol., II. X ſſderable 
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ſiderable number of gentlemen, as well 
Florentines as courtiers from other parts 
of the country, came and interpoſed; moſt 
of them blamed my adverſary, telling him 
that he was in the wrong, that I was a man 
capable of making him pay dear for what he 
did, and that if the. duke came to know 
what had paſſed between us, the captain 
would have reaſon to repent it. He then 
went about his buſineſs, and I began to 
work at my baſtion. When I had ſettled 

in what manner it was to be erected, I re- 
paired to the other little gate of Arno, 
where I met with a captain from Ceſena, 
one of the politeſt men I ever knew of his 
profeſſion: in his behaviour he had all the 
gentleneſs of a lady, and yet upon occaſion 
he ſhewed himſelf to be one of the braveſt 
and even moſt reſolute men living. This 
gentleman obſerved my manner of proceed- 
ing ſo attentively, that I could not help tak- 
ing notice of it; he deſired to know what 
I was about, and I with great complaiſance 
explained my plan to him: in a word, we 
vied with each other in politeneſs and civi- 
lities, and I acquitted myſelf much better 
in making this baſtion than the other. 
When 
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When I had almoſt finiſhed my baſtions, 
Piero Strozzi's men made an irruption into, 
the diſtrict of Prato, which threw the inha- 
bitants into ſuch a panic, that they all in- 
ſtantly quitted it, on which account all the 
carriages of that country were loaded, every 
man removing with his effects to the city. 

As the number of carts occaſioned their 
obſtructing each other, upon obſerving the 
great confuſion, I bid the guards at the 
gate take care there happened no diſturb- 
ance there, as had been the caſe at the gates 
of Turin, for if they ſhould have occaſion 
to let down the portcullis, it might very 
poſſibly: be unable to do its office, and re- 
main ſuſpended upon one, of thoſe carts. 

The fool of a captain, of whom mention 
has been made above, hearing theſe words, 

began to give me abuſive language; I an- 
ſwered him in the fame ſtile, ſo that we 
had a worſe quarrel than before ; we were 
however - parted. Having completed my 
baſtions, I received a good round ſum of 
_ crowns that I little expected, which proved 
of great ſervice to me, and I returned with 
A to finiſh my Perſeus. 
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About this time ſome curious antiqui- 


ties were diſcovered in the diſtrict of 
Arezzo, amongſt which was the chimera, 
viz. that lion of bronze, to be ſeen in the 
apartments next to the great hall of the 
palace; with it was likewiſe found a 
conſiderable quantity of ſmall ſtatues of 
bronze, covered either with earth or ruſt, 


and each of them wanting the head, 


hands, or feet ; the duke took © pleaſure 


in cleaning "theſe ſtatues himſelf, with 
certain little chifſels. I happened one day 
to have occafion to ſpeak to his excel- 
lency, when he put into my hand a ſmall 
hammer, with which J ſtruck the little 
chiſſels which the duke held in his hand, 
and in that manner the figures were ſe- 


parated from the earth and ruſt that co- 
vered them. Whilſt we thus paſſed ſeve- 


ral evenings together, the duke gave me 


employment, which was to Hy the 
limbs that were wanting to the little 
ſtatues ; and he took ſuch delight in theſe 


ſmall labours of the chiſſel, as to make 1 me 
work even by day, and if I were tardy in 


going to him, he would ſend for me. I 


ſeveral times gave his excellency to under- 
| ſtand 


CRALK LIK am 


ſtand that this made me neglect my Per- 
ſeus, and would be attended with ſeveral 
bad conſequences: the firſt of theſe, and 
which gave me the greateſt uneaſineſs, was 


that the length of time which my work re- 


quired, would tire his excellency, as it did 
in fact; the next was that I had ſeveral 
workmen, and my not being in the way, 


gave riſe to many inconveniences; for they 


not only ſpoiled my work, but grew quite 
idle and negligent. The duke therefore 
contented himſelf with my going to him 
after ſun-ſet : and I had ſo conciliated his 
affection, that when 1 viſited him in the 
evening, he careſſed me more than ever. 


About this time the new apartments were 


built towards the menagery, ſo that his ex- 
cellency deſiring to retire to a private room, 
got a little chamber made up for him in 


theſe new buildings; and hither he ordered 


me to come to him through his wardrobe, 

be I did with the greateſt ſecrecy, by 
means of certain little obſcure paſſages on 
the other ſide of the great hall. But in A 
few, days the dutcheſs deprived me of this 


conveniency, by cauſing all theſe paſlages 


to, be ſhut up, ſo that every evening that I 


* came 
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catne to the palace, T was obliged to wait a 
conſiderable time, and as ſhe was ill, I 
never came without diſconcerting her. 

Both for this and another cauſe ſhe had 
taken ſuch a diſſike to me, that ſhe could 
not ſo much as bear the ſight of my perſon. 
Though T had ſo much trouble, and received 
ſo many diſguſts, I with patience continued 


my vifits, and the duke had given ſuch ex- 


os orders, that as ſoon as eyer I knocked 
at thoſe doors, they were opened to me, and 
without being queſtioned, I was ſuffered to 
go wherever I would. It ſometimes hap- 
pened that as I unexpectedly entered thoſe 
apartments, I found the dutcheſs buſy, when 
the would fly into ſuch a paſſion with me, 
that T uſed to be quite frightened, and ſhe 


would conſtantly ſay, will you never have 


done mending thoſe little ſtatues? your 
coming at preſent is quite diſagreeable to 
me. My anſwer was always couched in 
the gentleſt terms: my illuſtrious aid 
only patroneſs, there is 1 I defire 
more than to ſerve you with fidelity and 
the moſt perfect obedience; and as "theſe 
works which the duke has employed me in, 
will laſt ſeveral months, let me know, 


1 ſhould 
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ſhould.come- here. no more, if it be, I Will 
come no more upon any account, let w 
will ſend for me: and even ſhould the 
duke himſelf ſend, I will ſay, Jam indiſ- 
poſed, and will not obey his order. Her 
reply was, I do not deſire you to, com 
no more, neither do I ſay you ſhould not 
obey the duke, but I really think theſe 
works of yours will never have an end. 
Whether the duke gueſſed ſomething of 
this, or whatever elſe might be the cauſe, 
his excellency again began to ſend for me 
as ſoon as ever it was ſun-ſet, and the 
meſſenger deſired me to come without fail, 
for the duke waited for me. I continued 
to ſtruggle with theſe difficulties ſeveral 
weeks, and one evening as I was en- 
tering according to cuſtom, the duke, 


who ſeemed to be engaged in ſome ſe- 


cret converſation with the dutchels, turn- 
ed to me in the moſt violent paſſion ima- 
ginable, and I being ſomewhat terrified, 
was for retiring, directly, when he ſaid to 
me all on a ſudden : come in, my friend 
Benvenuto, go to, your buſineſs, and I Will 
ſoon follow you. As I was paſſing by, 
am D. Grazia, the quke' g ſon, then 

X 4 1 5 quite 
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quite an infant, took me by the cloak, and 
played the prettieſt tricks upon me that 
were poſſible for ſuch a child; the duke ex- 
Preſſing ſome ſurpriſe at this, ſaid to me, 
how pleaſant it js to ſee my very ite ſo 

fond of you 

5 my time was taken up in theſe 
little trifling jobs, the princes Don John, 
Don - Arnando, and Don Grazia, every 
evening came into the room where I was 
at work, and unknown to the duke began 
to play their tricks upon me, When 1 
begged they would leave off, they made 
| anſwer they could not; and J ſaid to them, 
you cannot, becauſe you will not; go your 
ways arid leave me: at the ſame time the 
duke and dutcheſs began to laugh. An- 
other evening having finiſhed the four little 
figures of bronze, which are joined at the 
baſis, I mean Jupiter, Mercury, Minerva, 
and- Danae, the mother of Perſeus, with 
her little ſon Perſinus ſitting at her feet 
I remoyed theſe ſmall figures to the apart- 
ment where I worked in the evening, and 
placed them in proper order, raiſing them 
ſomewhat above the eye, fo that they made 
a very pretty ſight. The. duke — ap- 
fr f prized 
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prized of this, came ſomewhat ſoonier than 
uſual; and becauſe the perſon who Had 


ſented them as ſomething far beyond what 
they really were, affirming that they ſur- 
paſſed the works of the antients, with other 
exaggerations of the like nature, the duke 
came with the dutcheſs, and talked 'to her 
in raptures of my works. I immediately 
roſe and advanced to meet him; the duke 

with a noble and ſtriking geſture lifted up 


his right hand, in which he held beau- 


tiful pear of the largeſt fize, and ſaid to 
me, my friend Benvenuto, put this pear 
into your garden. I anſwered” placidly, 
my lord, are you in earneſt, when you 
deſire me to put it into my garden. The 
duke repeated his words, and ſaid, into your 

garden, which is now your own, houſe and 
all, do you underſtand me I thereupon 
thanked both the duke and dutcheſs, in the 
moſt reſpectful manner. They then both 
fat down before the little ſtatues, for 


above two hours talked of nothing elſe, 


and the dutcheſs took ſuch a liking to 
them, that ſhe ſaid, I will by no means 


| a thoſe figures to be carried upon that 


baſe 


brought him the intelligence, had repre- 
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baſe down into the { great ſquare, where they f 
will be in danger of being ſpoiled; on the 
contrary, I muſt get you to ſet them up in 
an apartment of mine, where they ſhall be 
taken particular care of, and kept in a 
manner ſuitable to their excellence. I op- 
poſed what ſhe ſaid by a variety of argu- 
ments, and perceiving that ſhe was deter- 
mined that I ſhould not place them upon 
the baſe: where they now ſtand, I waited 
till the day following: I then repaired to 
the palace about ten o clock, and finding 
that both the duke and the dutcheſs were 
gone to take an airing, as I had already pro- 
perly prepared the baſe, I cauſed the little 
ſtatues to be brought down, and fixed them 
with lead in the poſition in which they were 
to ſtand. When the dutcheſs ſaw this, ſne 
was ſo highly provoked, that had it not been 
for the duke, who took my part to his utmoſt, 
Iſhould have come off worſe than I did: how-- 
ever, in conſequence of her reſentment for 
the ſtring of pearls, and this affair, ſne did 
me ſo many ill offices, that the duke at laſt 
left off amuſing his leiſure hours with me; 
—_— it was n Wen going to 04 19 
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lace; and ſoon had the e nee of! 
acceſs as before. ; 195i dia 
1 returned to barks! at the houſs to which 
I had removed my Perſeus, and went on 
with it under all the difficulties that have 
been already enumerated, that is to ſay; 
without money, and with ſo many other 
croſs accidents; that one half of them would 
have diſcouraged a man of the moſt deter- 


mined reſolution. I however proceeded, 


and upon my happening one day to hear 
maſs at S. Piero Scheraggio, I ſaw Ber- 


nardone the goldſmith and broker, whom 
the duke had promoted to the place of 
purveyor to the Mint; as he was coming 


out of the church, the beaſt let four 
f—ts, which might have been heard as 
far as 8. Miniato; I thereupon cried out 
to him: O hog, poltron, beaſt, is that 


the way your virtues make a noiſe in 
the world? I then ran home for a cudgel ; 


but Bernardone fled directly to the Mint; 


1ſtood ſome time however, at my door, 


and ordered my boys to wait in the ſtreet, 
and make me a ſign as ſoon as they ſaw! 


the brute. After I had waited a conſider- 


able time, I began to grow tired, and as my 
_ paſſion 


| 
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paſſion, had ſubſided a little, I took it into 
conſideration that blows are never under a 
ſure direction, and that the conſequences ; 
of ſuch an affair might prove dangerous; 
I therefore reſolved to take a different fort 
of a revenge, and as this had happened 
within a day or two of the feſtival of our 
tutelary faint St. John, I wrote ſome verſes 
and paſted them up at that, part of the 
church where Bernardone had behaved in 
the beaſtly manner above deſcribed. The 
purport of them was as follows. 

Here there is ſomething wanting in the 
M. 8. 

Both the 3 and the verſes which 5 it 
had given occaſion to, ſoon became known 
at the palace; the duke and dutcheſs laughed 
heartily, and all on a ſudden there gathered 
crowds of people about the church, who 
were greatly diverted with the adventure. 
As they looked towards the Mint, and fixed 
their eyes upon Bernardone, his ſon Baccio 
perceiving it, in a violent paſſion, ran and 
tore the paper, and biting his finger, 
threatened the people with his ſhrill voice, 
which drawled through his noſe; while 


1 I on my part made as great a rout. as he, 
Wi lk "Ri 
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The duke being informed that my 
ſtatue of Perſeus would bear inſpection as 
a finiſſied piece, came one day to ſee it, and 
fhewed by many evident ſigns that ät gave 
him the higheſt ſatisfaction imaginable; ſo 
turning to ſome noblemen in his retinue hie 
expreſſed himſelf as follows: this work ap- 
pears to me exceeding beautiful, it oughthke- 
wiſe to be approved of by the people; there- 
fore, my friend Benvenuto before you are 
quite done with it, I ſhould be obliged to 
you, if you would for half a day throw open 

the gate before the large ſquare, that wemay 
ſee what the populace thinks of it: far there 
can be no doubt but that when it is viewed 
in an open place, it muſt make a very different 
appearance from what it does, when ſean in 
this confined manner. I anſwered to this 
very humbly: depend upon it, my lord, it 

will appear half as well again: does not 
your excellency remember having ſeen it in 
the garden to my houſe, in which {ſpacious 
place it appeared to as great advantage as it 
could in the garden of the Innocents. Ban- 


dinello came to ſee it, and notwithſtanding 


His natural malevolence put ſome furce 
* himſelf ſo as to praiſe my ꝓerform- 


ance, 
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ance, though he never ſpoke well of any 
body in his life before. I perceive ſaid I 
that your excelleney liſtens too much to his 
inſinuations. When I exprefſed myſelf 
thus, he ſmiled ſomewhat ſcornfully, and 
ſtill in the nuldeſt terms he begged me 
to oblige him. He left me, and I began 
to prepare to exhibit my ſtatue; but as 
it wanted a little gilding, varniſh, and 
other things of the ſame kind, which are 
generally left to putting the laſt hand to a 
work, I muttered, grumbled and com- 
plained, curſing the hour that ] firſt 
thought of going to Florence. I Was 
indeed by this time ſenſible of my great 
loſs in leaving France, and did not ſee 
or know what I had to hope from the 
duke of Florence, becauſe all I had done 
for him from the firſt to the laſt had been 
to my own loſs ; ſo with great diſcontent-I 
exhibited my ſtatue the next day. But it ſo 
pleaſed God that as ſoon as ever my work 
was beheld by the populace, they ſet up 
ſo loud a ſhout of applauſe, that I began 
to be ſomewhat comforted for the morti- 
fications I had undergone z and there were 


ſonnets” in my praiſe every day upon the 
gate, 


gate, the language of which was extremely 
elegant and poetical. The very day on 
which I exhibited my work, there were 
above twenty ſonnets ſet up containing the 
moſt hyperbolical praiſes of it. Even 
after J covered it again every day a num- 
ber of verſes with Latin odes and Greek 
poems, were publiſhed on the occaſion; for 
it was then vacation at the univerſity of 
Piſa, and all the learned men and ſcholars 
belonging to that place, vied with each 
other in writing encomiums on my per- 
formance. But what gave me the higheſt 
ſatisfaction and encouraged me to hope 
moſt from the duke, was that even thoſe 
of the profeſſion, I mean ſtatuaries and 
painters, emulated each other in commend- 
ing me; and amongſt others the admirable 
painter Jacopo da Punterno, whom I eſ- 
teemed above all the reſt, and his friend the 
excellent painter Bronzino whom I valued 
ſtill more: the latter not ſatisfied with 
cauſing ſeveral panegyrics upon me to be 
paſted up, ſent them to my houſe by his 
friend Sandrino; in theſe I Was ſo highly 
praiſed and in ſo elegant a ſtile, that it 
OY ſome: alleviation for my paſt mor- 


tifications 
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tifications and trouble, and I made all the 
haſte I could to put the laſt hand to my 
; beate. The duke though he had heard of 
the compliments paid me by this excellent 
ſchool, fad, he was very glad I had met 
with ſo favourable a ran from the 
public, for it would doubtleſs, make me 

more expeditious as well as more care- 
ful in putting the laſt hand to my work; 
but that I ſhould not flatter myſelf; that 
when it was placed in ſuch a manner as to 
be ſeen on all ſides, the people would ſpeak 
as adyantageouſly of it as at preſent ; on 
the contrary they would then diſcover all 
the blemiſhes which it really had, and 
find many others which it had not: fo 
that I muſt put on the armour of patience. 
What Bandinelli ſaid to the duke, when he 
ſpoke of the works of Andrea Verrochiodel, 
who made the beautiful ſtatue of Chriſt 
and St. Thomas in bronze, which are to be 
ſeen in the front of Orſanmichile, and of 
many other works, and even of the admir- 
able David of the divine Michael Angelo 
Buonaroti, declaring that they appeared to 
advantage only when ſeen before; and when 
he afterwards ſpoke of his own Hercules, and 
5 
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the many ſatirical verſes that were paſted 


up againſt him, and all the ill that was faid 
of him by the populace ; all this made the 


duke, who put too much confidence in him, . 


expreſs himſelf in the above manner concern- 
ing my ſtatue; and he no doubt thought it 
would have had much the ſame end, becauſe 
the envious Bandinello was conſtantly in- 
ſinuating ſomething againſt it. One time 
when that villain Bernardone the broker 


happened to be preſent, he to add weight 


to the words of Bandinello, ſaid to the duke: 
you muſt know, my lord, that to make 
large figures is quite a different thing from 
working ſmall ones; I do not ſay but that 
Benvenuto has been happy enoughin the lat- 


ter, but you will find his great ſtatue will have 


different ſucceſs : with theſe words he mixed 
many more equally malicious, performing 
his odious office of a ſpy, in which he told 
many untruths. 
At laſt however, as it pleaſed the Almighty, 
16 completely finiſhed my work, and on a 
Thurſday morning exhibited it fully. Juſt 
before the break of day there gathered 
ſo great a crowd about it, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible for me to give the reader an idea 
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of their number, and they all ſeemed to vie 
with each other who ſhould praiſe it moſt. 

The duke, ſtood at a lower window of the 
palace juſt over the gate, and being half 
concealed within ſide, heard all that was 
ſaid concerning the work; after he. had 
hſtened ſeveral hours, he left the window 
highly pleaſed, and turning to his favourite 
ſignior Sforza ſpoke to him thus: Sforza, 
go to Benvenuto and tell him from me, that 
he has given me higher ſatisfaction than I 
ever expected; let him know at the ſame time 
that I ſhall reward him in ſuch a manner as 
will excite his ſurpriſe ; ſo bid him be of 
good cheer: ſignior Sforza came to me with 
this glorious embaſſy, by which I was high- 
ly rejoiced. During that whole day the 
people ſhewed me to each other as a ſort 
of a prodigy. There happened to be then 
in Florence two gentlemen who were 
ſent from the viceroy of Sicily to our 
duke about buſineſs: theſe two worthy 
perſonages came up to me in the great 
ſquare where I was ſhewn to them, and cap 
in hand made me a long harangue, which 
would have been too great a panegyric even 


for a pope: I behaved as modeſtly as it 
was 
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was poſſible for me on the occaſion; but 
they continued ſo long paying me compli- 
ments, that I at laſt begged they would 
leave the ſquare, becauſe the populace 
crowded about- to ſtare at me, more than 
at my ſtatue of Perſeus : during their cere- 
monies and compliments they went fo far 
as to propoſe to me to go with them to 
Sicily, telling me that I ſhould have no 
objection to their terms ; at the ſame 
time they told me that brother Giovanan- 
giolo of the order of the Servi, had made 
them a fountain adorned with a variety 
of figures, which were vaſtly inferior to 
my Perſeus, though * they had made his 
fortune. Without letting them finiſh 
all they would have faid on the occa- 
fion, I interrupted them in theſe terms: 
1 am very much ſurprifed, gentlemen, that 
you would propoſe to me to quit the ſer- 
vice of a duke, who 1s a greater lover and . 
encourager of men of genius than any 
prince that ever lived; eſpecially as I have 
at the ſame time the advantage of being in 
my own country, the firſt ſchool in the world 
for the polite arts and all works of inge- 
nuity : if the love of gain had been my rul- 
1 ing 
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ing paſſion, I might have ſtaid in France in 
the ſervice of a great monarch, who allowed 
me a penſion of a thouſand crowns a year, 
and paid me for every piece of work I did for 
him beſides, inſomuch that annually I had 
above four thouſand crowns coming in to 
me, and T had left in Paris the works of four 
years, Thus I put a ſtop to their propoſal, 
and returned them thanks for the praiſe 
they beſtowed on me, the greateſt reward 
that can be conferred for laudable under- 
takings: I added that they had ſo inflamed 
my zeal to ſignaliſe myſelf, that I hoped in 
a few years to exhibit another work, which 
I flattered myſelf would give the ſchool of 
Florence ſtill greater ſatisfaction, than it 
had received from my preſent performance. 
The two gentlemen were for renewing the 
converſation, but making then a low bow, 
very reſpectfully took my leave. 

Having let two days paſs, and perceiving 
that my fame increaſed continually, I went 
to pay the duke a viſit, who ſaid to me with 
great complaiſance : my friend Benvenuto, 
you have given both me and the public in 
general the 9 ſatisfaction imaginable ; 

| but 
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but I have promiſed to reward you in ſuch 
a manner as ſhall excite your ſurpriſe, and 
what is more I am reſolved not to defer it 
ſo much as a day. Upon receiving theſe 
great aſſurances I raiſed up all my mental 
and corporeal faculties to the Almighty, 
and returned him my ſincere and hearty 
thanks ; ; at the fame inſtant I ſhed tears 
of joy, and kiſſing the hem of his ex- 
cellency's garment, addreſſed him thus: 
My moſt noble lord, liberal patron of the 
arts and of thoſe that cultivate them; I 
beg it as a favour of your excellency, that 
you would give me leave to retire for a week, 
. to return thanks to the ſupreme Being, 
for I know how hard I have worked, and 
am. ſenſible that my faith has prevailed with 
God to grant me his aſſiſtance : on account 
of this and every, other miraculous ſuccour 
afforded me by the Divine power, I pro- 
Poſe going a pilgrimage for a week, to ex- 
preſs my acknowledgment to the eternal 
being, who ever aflifts thoſe that ſincerely. ' 
call upon him. The duke then aſked me 
whither J intended to go; I made anſwer, 
that I ſhould the next day ſet out, and 
gO firſt to Vallombroſa, then to Camaldoli, 
3 and 
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and the wilderneſs, and afterwards continue 
my pilgrimage to the baths of St. Maria, 
and perhaps as far as Seſtile, for I had been 
informed that there were fine antiquities in 
that place; I ſhould then return by St. 
Francis of Vernia, and never ceafing to 
give thanks to the Almighty, ſhould come 
home joyfully to ſerve his excellency. The 
duke thereupon ſaid to me with great chear- 
fulneſs : go and come back again, I am pleaſ- 
ed with your intention; but give me a coup- 
let in remembrance of you, and leave the 
reſt to me. I immediately compoſed four 
lines, in which I returned his excellency 
thanks for his promiſed favours, and gave 
them to ſignior Sforza who put them into 
the duke's hand in my name: the latter, 
after peruſing them, gave them again to 
ſignor Sforza with theſe words; be ſure 
you ſhew them to me every day, for if Ben- 
venuto ſhould upon his return find that 
I had neglected his buſineſs, he would 
be the death of me beyond all doubt ; his 
excellency then laughed, and ſignior Sforza 
told him he would be ſure to put him 
in mind. Theſe very words the latter re- 
peated to me in the . ; telling me 
that 
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that the duke ordered him to put him in 
mind of me, and mentioning at the ſame 
time all that had paſſed on the occaſion. 
Signior Sforza could not help laughing all 
the time, while he expreſſed much ſurpriſe 
at the high eſteem in which I was held by 
the duke; at parting he ſaid to me with 

great good humour: Benvenuto, go and re- 
turn with ſpeed, for I envy your happineſs. 
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CHAP. Ix. 


The author in his pilgri mage meets EY an old ; 


alclymiſt of Bogno, who makes a diſcovery 
"fo him of ſome mines of gold and fitoer, and 


gives him a map of his own drawing, which 
fes a dangerous paſs into the duke's coun- 
 try—He returns with it to the duke, who 


makes him great acknowledgments for bis 
2eal—Difference between him and the duhe 
about the value of his Perſeus and Andro- 
meda—1t is referred to the arbitration of 
Jeroni mo degli. Albizi, who decides the matter 
not at all to Cellini's ſatigfacti on—Preſh - 
diſpute between him and the duke, in which 


Bandinello and the dutcheſs interpoſe——The 


| duke wants him to make ſome bronze figures 
in baſſo relievo round the choir of S. Maria 


del Fiore—After a few conferences he dif. 


ſuades the duke from the undertaking—He 


offers to erect two pulpits in the choir, and 
adorn them with baſſo relievo figures in 
bronze. The duke N Y the Pro- 


pet 


1 LEFT 
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LEFT Florence inceſſantly ſinging 
pſalms and ſaying prayers to the hon- 
our and glory of God, during the whole 
journey, in which I. had great pleaſure, 
as it was. then. ſummer, and the weather 
very fine; ſo pleaſed was I with the coun- 
try in which I had never travelled before, 
that my delight proved equal to my won- 
der. My guide was a young man from the 
| baths of S. Maria, who worked in my ſhop, 
and whoſe name was Ceſar. I met with a 
very kind reception at. the baths. from his 
father and the whole family, amongſt whom 
was an old man above ſeventy, a very. agree- 
able companion: he was a profeſſed phyſi- 
cian and ſurgeon, and had a ſmattering of 
alchymy. This worthy man proved to me 
that the bath had mines of gold and ſilver, 
and ſhewed me ſeveral curioſities in that 
country: fo that I never in my life enjoyed 
greater pleaſure. Being at laſt grown quite 
familiar with me, he told me one day, that 
he could not help communicating to me a 
would join with us, he believed would turn 
highly to our advantage; what he meant 
was, that near Camaldoli there was a paſs 
N ſo 
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ſo open, that Piero Strozzi could not only 
paſs through it with eaſe, but Poppi might 
diſpoſſeſs him of it without any difficulty: 
and not ſatisfied with proving this to me in 
words, he took a leaf out of his pocket- 
book, upon which he had drawn ſo exact 
a plan of the whole country, as ſhewed 
but too plainly, that the danger from that 
paſs was not at all imaginary. I took 
the plan, and immediately quitting the 
baths of S. Maria, returned by the road 
of great Prato, and from S. Francis of 
Vernia, arrived at Florence. As ſoon as 
1 had pulled off my boots, I repaired to 
the palace, and when I reached the abbey, 
I met the duke, who was juſt coming 
from the governor ; he received me moſt 
graciouſly, but at the ſame time expreſ- 
ſing ſome ſurpriſe, aſked me, how I came 


to return ſo ſoon, for he did not ex- 


me that week. I anſwered, that I was 
returned to ſerve his excellency, other- 
wiſe ſhould have gladly made a ſtay of ſe- 
veral days in the delightful countries where 
1 had been rambling. What buſineſs of 
importance, continued the duke, has cauſ- 
ed your ſpeedy return? My lord, I re- 
| plied, 


plied, I have ſomething of great conſe- 
quence to ſhew you: fo I went with him 
to the palace. When we came there, he 
conducted me to a private apartment. 1 
told him all I had heard, and ſhewed him 
the ſketch I had brought with me: he 
appeared to be highly pleaſed with it, 
and upon my obſerving to his excellency, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary to find an 
immediate remedy for an affair of ſuch 
importance; the duke ſeemed to muſe for 
a while, and then told me, he had con- 
cluded an accommodation with the duke 
of Urbino, who would take care of that 
matter; but ſtill he deſired me to keep it 
in petto myſelf. I then returned home, 
after having received many demonſtrations 
of his favour. ' 

The next day J made my appearance: at 
the palace, and the duke, after a ſhort con- 
verſation, ſaid to me with great chearful- 
neſs: to-morrow I will without fail diſ- 
patch your buſineſs, ſo be of good chear : 

thinking myſelf ſure of being provided for, 
I with impatience waited for the morrow. 

The wiſhed for day being arrived, I repair- 

ed to the FR but as it generally hap- 


pens 
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pens: that bad news are ſooner communi- 
cated than good, ſignor Jacobo Guidi, his 
enxcellency's ſecretary, called me aſide with 
a wry mouth, and an authoritative voice; 
then with his uſual ſtiffneſs of manner and 
deportment, he told me, that the duke' was 
deſirous to know from myſelf, what I aſked 
for my Perſeus. Quite diſconcerted and 
ſurpriſed at this queſtion, I immediately 
anſwered that it was not cuſtomary with 
me to ſet a price upon my works, and that 
the duke did not keep the promiſe he had 
made me a few days before. The ſecre- 
| tary raiſing his voice, ſaid, he expreſly 
- commanded me in the duke's name to 
tell what I expected for my ſtatue, upon 
pain of totally forfeiting his excellency's 
favour. I who not only expected ſome 
conſiderable recompence in conſequence of 
the careſſes laviſned on me by the duke, 
but likewiſe flattered myſelf that I had 
entirely gained his good graces, and never 
deſired any higher reward than his favour, 
upon meeting with this unexpected treat- 
ment, aggravated by the inſolence of 
55 — waſpiſn ſecretary, was incenſed to 


ſuch a ag that 1 oy if the duke 
| CONT 121 - DL A PAP 


G an 


was to give me ten thouſand: crowns: for 
my. ſtatue, it would be leſs than it was 
worth; and if I had ever expected to be 
bargained with in ſuch a manner, I ſhould 
never have ſtaid at Florence. The ſpite- 
ful ſecretary thereupon gave me a deal of 
opprobrious language, which I returned in 
the ſame ſtile. The very next day I went 
to pay my court to his excellency, who 
beckoned to nie. to approach: upon my 
coming up, he told me in a paſſion, 
that cities and magnificent palaces of 

kings might be built for ten thoufand du- 
cats: I bowed, and anſwered without heſi- 
tation, that his excellency might find num- 
bers of men capable of building cities 
and palaces but perhaps he might not 
in the whole world find another artiſt able 
to make him ſuch a ſtatue of Perſeus as 
mine; and having thus expreſſed myſelf, I 
departed. A few days after the dutcheſs ſent 
for me, and deſired me to make her arbi- 
treſs of the diſpute between the duke and 
me, boaſting, that ſhe would contrive mat- 
ters ſo, that I ſhould have entire ſatisfac- 
tion. In return to this kind offer, I made 
anſwer, that I never deſired any higher re- 
25 ward 
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ward of my labours, than his excellency's 
good graces; that he had promiſed me his 


favour, and it was unneceſſary that I ſhould 
then renew to their excellencies the declara- 
tion, which I had made on the very firſt 
day that I began to ſerve them: I added, 
that even 1f his excellency had given me 
but two-pence for my trouble, I ſhould 
think myſelf happy, if he did not deprive 


me of his benevolence. The dutcheſs 


ſmiling, anſwered me thus : Benvenuto, 

your beſt way would be to follow my ad- 

vice; and ſo ſhe left me. 

Wt thought I could not do better than ex- 

preſs myſelf in the humble manner above 
related; I was notwithſtanding miſtaken, 


for thou gh the dutcheſs had had ſome differ- 


ence with me, ſhe was poſſeſſed of a great deal 


of good- nature, and certainly meant well. 


At this time I was intimately acquainted 
with Girolamo degli Albizi, commiſſary 
to the militia, who one day ſaid to 


me: Benvenuto, it appears highly expe- 


dient that we ſhould endeavour to find 
ſome method of accommodating this diſ- 
pute between the duke and you; and if 


you will put that confidence in me, I dare 
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Kr. I ſhall find means to ſet all to aid 
for as the duke is ſeriouſly - offended, this 
may otherwiſe turn out to your diſadvan- 
tage; a word to the wiſe is ſufficient; I, can 
ſay no more at preſent. As I had been 
appriſed of this, ſince the dutcheſs had the 
above converſation with me, by one who 
perhaps had an ill intention in ſo doing, 
and who ſaid he came by his information 
accidentally; I rephed in a paſſion, I could 
for leſs than two- pence find in my heart to 
throw my Perſeus away, and that would 
compleatly put an end to the diſpute at 
once. However, on account of the ſuſpi- 
cion I had of the perſon from whom I had 
my information, I told Girolamo degli Al- 
bizi, that I left the whole affair to him, and 
ſhould readily. agree to any propoſal of his, 
provided I might continue in favour with 
the duke. . This worthy perſon, who was 
thoroughly acquainted with the profeſſion 
of a ſoldier, eſpecially with training and 
diſciplining the country militia, had no kind 
of taſte for the polite arts, nor conſequently. 
for that of ſculpture : ſo he ſpoke concern- 
ing me to the duke, told him that! 
hack left the whole. affair to him, and re- 
queſted 
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gqueſted him to ſpeak to his excellency in 
my favour. The duke replied, that he would 
alſo entruſt the whole affair to him, and 
ſhould abide by whatever he determined. 
Girolamo thereupon wrote a very ingenious 
letter, in which he ſpoke greatly in my be- 
half; and his determination was that the 
duke ſhould give me three thouſand five hun- 
dred gold crowns, not as a gratification for 
ſo elegant a piece of work, but towards my 
preſent ſupport; that I ſhould be ſatisfied 
with that ſum; together with many more 
words which had all the fame tendency. 
The duke ſubſcribed to this with pleaſure ; 
I was however very far from being fatisfied. 
When the dutcheſs heard of this, ſhe ſaid, 
it would have been better for me if I had 
left the affair to her, for ſhe would have 
| procured me five thouſand gold crowns : 
and one day that I went to the palace, her 

excellency ſaid the very ſame thing to me 


in the preſence of ſignor Alamanno Sal- 


viati, and turned me into ridicule, telling 
me, that I deſerved all the bad ſucceſs I had 
met with. - The duke gave orders that a 
hundred gold crowns ſhould be paid me 


every month; afterwards ſignor Antonio, 
who 
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who was commiſſioned to pay me, began 
to give me only fifty, and after that again 
he reduced his payments to five and twen- 
ty, and ſometimes did not pay me at all. 
When I perceived theſe A 55 I mildly 
expoſtulated with ſignor Antonio, and 
; begged to know for what reaſon he diſcon- 
tinued my payments: he anſwered me ci- 
villy; but I thought that in his anſwer he 
went a little beyond the bounds of proba- 


bility ; for firſt of all (I leave it to the 


reader to judge) he told me that the cauſe 
of diſcontinuing my payments was, that 
money began to be very ſcarce at court ; 
but he added, that as ſoon as ever he was 
in caſh, he would pay me; he at the ſame 
time loudly declared, that if he were to 
neglect paying me, he ſhould be one of the 
greateſt villains breathing! I was ſurpriſed 
to hear him uſe ſuch an expreſſion ; ſo he 
- promiſed that he would pay me as foon as 
ever it was in his power; but his deeds 
p proved quite contrary to his declarations: 
2 Teeing myſelf thus hardly treated, I grew 
very angry, and giving him a great deal of 
* harſh and ſevere language, put him in mind 
"of" all he had promiſed. He died ſoon after, 
57. Sem RS oi Who on and 
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and there remained, and ſtill remain due 
to me ſive hundred gold crowns, now that 
we are near the cloſe of the year 1566. 1 
then ceaſed to receive any remains of my 
ſalary, and thought they would entirely 
neglect to pay me it, as near three years 
had elapſed: but the duke was about this 
time attacked by a dangerous diſorder, 
which occaſioned a ſtoppage of his urine 
eight and forty hours; ſo perceiving 
that remedies Adminiſtered by his phyſi- 
cians did him no ſervice, he had recourſe 

to the Almighty, and thereupon ordered 

that all his ſervants and tradeſmen ſhould 
receive what money was due to them; I 

was paid amongſt the reſt, but not, the, 
' remainder of what was owing to me ar, 

my ſtatue of Perſeus. 

I had almoſt formed a ieh ent to for: 
nothing more of my ill fated Perſeus, but 
as a remarkable accident lays me under a 
neceſſity of again making mention of it, 1 
muſt for a while reſume my paſt narrative. 
I thought what I did was for the beſt, when 
I told the dutcheſs that I could not com- 
promiſe what was not in my power; for 1 


had aſſured the duke that I ſhould be fatis+ : 
fied 
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fied with whatever his excellency ſhould 
think proper to give me: this I ſaid with 
a view of ingratiating myſelf, and with 
ſome little appearance of humility 1 ſought' 
every - poſſible method to appeaſe him; 
for a few days before he had made the 
| abovementioned agreement with Albizi, he 
appeared to be very angry with me, and 
the reaſon was, that happening to com- 
plain to him of ſome ill — that I had 
received from ſignor Alfonſo Quiſtello, 
and ſignor Jacobo Polverino, who belong- 
ed to the treaſury, and ſtill more of ſignor 
Giambatiſta Bandini of Volterra, I laid 
my charge againſt them with ſome appear- 
ance of warmth : I then perceived that the 
duke was highly incenſed, and threw out 
theſe angry expreſſions : this puts me in 
mind of your ſtatue of Perſeus, for which 
you aſked me ten thouſand crowns; intereſt 
has too much ſway over you, I will get an 
eſtimate taken of its value, and pay you 
Whatever it is rated at. I anſwered boldly 
with ſome emotion, which is by no means 
proper when we have to deal with perſon- 


ages of high rank: how is it poſſible for 


a FOO eſtimate to be taken of my ſtatue, 


2 2 when 
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when there is not a man in Florence who 


is an adequate judge of its merit? The 
duke was ſtill more provoked at this, and 
uttered a great many paſſionate expreſſions: 


if there be a man in Florence, ſaid he, able 
to make one like it, that man muſt be capa- 


ble of forming a proper eſtimate of it; 


when he ſaid this he had Bandinello cava- 


lier of St. Jacob in his eye. My lord, re- 


plied I, your. excellency has given me an 
opportunity of executing at the greateſt 
ſchool in the world, a noble and moſt ar- 


ducus work, which has been more highly 


extolled than any other ſtatue hitherto ex- 
hibited before that divine aſſembly ;- and 
what encourages me moſt; is that thoſe. ex- 
cellent men who underſtand and profeſs the 
buſineſs, paſs as favourable a judgment on 


my performance, as the reſt : for example, 


Bronzino the painter has. exerted himſelf, 
and written four ſonnets on the occaſion, 


- uſing the moſt noble and ſublime expreſ- 


ſions that could poſſibly enter into his con- 
ception; and it is in conſequence of the 
great encomiums beſtowed on my work 


by this extraordinary perſon, that the whole 
city has ſo greatly admired it; and I will 


venture 
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venture to affirm, that if he were to culti- 
vate ſculpture, as he does painting, he 

would very probably be able to equal it. 
J muſt alſo inform your excellency, that my 
maſter Michael Angelo Buonarotti, could 
likewiſe have made ſuch a one, when he 
was younger than he is at preſent, it would 
however have coſt him as much trouble as 
mine has done me; but now that he is 
advanced in years, he is utterly incapable 
of producing any thing like it, fo that 1 
dont think there is an artiſt living capa- 
ble of equaliing my work. Thus has 
my performance received the greateſt re- 
ward that it was poſſible for me to with ; 
and ſtill more ſo as your excellency has not 
only declared- yourſelf ſatisfied with it, but 
has even beſtowed upon it higher praiſes 
than any body elſe :: what greater or more 
| honourable reward could ] poſſibly deſire? 

I will therefore affirm, that you could not 
pay me in more glorious coin, nor with 
any ſort of treaſure equal to that; ſo that 
I am amply paid; and thank. your excel- 
lency with all my heart. That is ſo far, 
_ anſwered the duke, from being the caſe, 
that you dont think J have treaſure ſuffi- 
23 ³˙ cient 
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cient to ſatisfy you for your performance, 
but I aſſure you I will pay vou much more 
than it is worth. I ſaid in reply, that I 
did not expect any farther recompenſe from 
his excellency, but thought myſelf amply 
rewarded by that which I received from the 
ſchool of Florence, and with that I ſhould: | 
preſently depart in God's name, without 
ever returning to the houſe which his 
excellency had given me, or ever more 
deſiring to ſee Florence. We were juſt 
then at S. Felicita, and the duke was re- 
turning to his palace. Upon my uttering 
theſe warm and paſſionate expreſſions, he 
turned about to me, and ſaid angrily, dont 
go away, I fay again, dont go away upon 
any account; fo that I accompanied him 
to the palace ſomewhat frightened. His 
excellency thereupon ſent for the biſnop 
Bartolini, who was archbiſhop of Piſa, | 
and likewiſe for ſignor Pandolfo della 
Stufa, and deſired them to order Baccio 
Bandinello in his name to examine my 
ſtatue of Perſeus, and value it; © becauſe 
he propoſed paying me exactly accord - 
ing to its worth, The two worthy 
perſons named N immediately found 
Baccio 


Baccio Bee m . PRES: es m. 
ſeage to him, who knew very well the value 
of my work, but as he had had many dif- 
ferences with me, did not chuſe to con- 
cern himſelf in my affairs. The two gen- 
tlemen then added, the duke has deſired us 
to tell you, that he commands you upon 
pain of his diſpleaſure to ſet a price upon 
the ſtatue, and you may take two or three 
days to examine it attentively if you think 
proper ; after which you are to inform us 
what the artiſt deſerves for his trouble. 
. He thereupon made anſwer, that he had 
examined the ſtatue attentively, and as he 
could not avoid obeying the duke's com- 
mands, was obliged to declare that the. 
work had proved ſo admirable a maſter- 
piece, that in his opinion it was worth ſix- 
teen thouſand gold crowns and upwards. 
The gentlemen immediately informed the 
duke of this deciſion, who was highly 
diſpleaſed at it; they likewiſe told me of 
it; but J faid, that I would by no means 
accept of the praiſes of Bandinello, as 
that, man ſpoke ill of every body. Theſe - 
words of mine were repeated to the duke, 
and the dutcheſs again would have me leave 
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the whole affair to her. All that 1 be 
here related is ſtrictly true; it was there- 
fore moſt adviſcable for me to ſubmit the 
whole affair to the dutcheſs, and by ſo 
doing. I was likely to be ſoon paid, and to 
receive a gratification beſides. 

The duke gave me to underſtand by ſignor 6 
Lelio Torelli his auditor, that he wanted 
me to repreſent certain pieces of hiſtory in 
a baſſo relievo of bronze round the choir of 
St. Maria del Fiore ; but as this choir was 
a work of Bandinello' s, I did not chuſe to 
ennoble his paltry performance by my la- 
bours ; though the plan of the choir was not 
his, as he had not the leaſt knowledge of 
architecture, but that of Giuliano di Bac- 
cio of Agnolo, a carpenter, who ſpoiled the 
cupola ; it is ſufficient to fay of it that it 
has no ſort of beauty ; for both theſe rea- 
ſons I choſe to decline being any way con- 
cerned in the work; though I humbly told 
the duke, that I was upon all occaſions ready 
to obey his excellency's commands. Soon 
after this he ordered the overſeers of St. 
| Mariadel Fiore to talk to me about the 
affair; for he propoſed to allow me only my 


balary of two hundred crowns a year, and 
that 
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that 1 in all other reſpects the overſcers were 
to ſupply me out of the fund aſſigned for 
carrying on the work: ꝗo I repaired to the 
overſeers who told me the orders they had 
received from the duke: and as I thought 
I might freely acquaint them with all my 
reaſons for diſapproving the job, I began to 
prove that ſo many pieces of hiſtory repre- 
ſented in bronze would occaſion a prodi- 
gious expence, and that it would be 
nothing elſe but ſquandering away money 
idly; I laid before them all the cauſes 
that induced me to think ſo, and they 
were very capable of conceiving the full 
force of what I alledged : the firſt was 
that the manner in which the ' choir had 
| been laid out was quite irregular, con- 
trived without judgment, without the 


| leaſt appearance of art, convenience, grace- 


fulneſs or deſign ; the other was that 
the hiſtorical pieces by being placed fo 
low would make a ſty for. hogs, and be 
conſtantly defiled with all forts of ordure: 
for the cauſes which I had aſſigned I de- 
clared that I did not chuſe upon any ac- 
count to be concerned in the work, that 1 
might not loſe the remainder of my heſt ' 
days 
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days, and without doing his excellency 
any ſervice, whom I was ſo ambitious; to 
ſerve and to oblige: therefore if he had a 
deſire to employ me, he ſhould rather order 
me to make the middle door of the church 
of St. Maria del Fiore, which would be a 
performance worth ſeeing, and would do 
his excllency much more honour than the 
other: I added that I was willing to enter 
into a contract, that in caſe I did not in the 
execution ſurpaſs the fineſt door of St. 
John's church, I ſhould aſk no reward for 
my trouble; but in caſe I finiſhed it aecord- 
ing to my promiſe, I conſented that it 
ſhould be valued, and even then I ſhould be 
ſatisfied with a thouſand crowns leſs, than 

it was eſtimated at by thoſe of the profeſſion. 
The workmen being highly weaſel with 
what I propoſed, went to ſpeak of it to the 
duke, and amongſt others Piero Salviati, 
thinking that what they were going to 
propoſe would prove highly agreeable to his 
excellency; however it proved quite the re- 
verſe, for he ſaid that I was for doing the 
very contrary of what he would have me do: 
ſo Piero left the duke without "_ to 


. concluſion. 1 <32251 Atlas ie a0 
| When 
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When 1 heard what had paſſed between 


them, I waited on the duke who ſtem- 


ed to be ſomewhat offended with me; 
I begged he would condeſcend ſo far as 


to hear what I had to ſay in my defence, 
and he promiſed me he would: ſo I began 


to give him a full account of the whole 
affair, and uſed fo many arguments to ea 
plain the nature of the thing to his ex- 
cellency, and convince him that to en- 
gage in ſuch an undertaking 
only throwing away money, that I greatly 
ſoftened him, and then took occaſion to 
obſerve that if he did not chuſe to have 
the door I mentioned, it was abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to make two pulpits to the choir, 


and that they would be two noble works, 
and do him honour : I added that I would 
_ adorn them with a number of hiſtori- 
cal pieces in baſſo relievo of bronze, to- 
gether with a variety of other embelliſh- 

ments; in this manner did I appeaſe his 


excellency, who gave me orders to go about 
the models without delay. I made a variety 
of models, and took a great deal of pains 


on the occaſion ; amongſt others I made 


one with eight faces more carefully than 


any 


would be 
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any of the reſt, and thou ght it much bet- 
ter adapted to the purpoſe it was intended 
to anſwer than the others; as I had carried 
the models ſeveral times to the palace his 
excellency ordered ſignior Ceſare his ward- 
robe-keeper to deſire me to leave them. 
J perceived afterwards: that the duke had 
made choice of the very , worſt. One day 
his excellency ſent for me and in ſome con- 
verſation which we had concerning theſe 
models, I proved to him by many argu- 
ments, that the model with eight faces was 
the beſt calculated for the purpoſe, and by 
much the moſt beautiful of them all. The 
duke anſwered that he choſe: I ſhould 
make it quadrangular, becauſe he liked that 
form beſt; ſo he converſed with me a long 
time upon the ſubject with good humour. 
I did not fail to ſay on the occaſion every 
thing that my knowledge of the art ſuggeſt- 
ed: and whether the duke at laſt became 
ſenſible, that I ſpoke the truth, or was re- 
ſolved to have the thing his own way, he 
was for a conſiderable time without men- 
| tioning a word to me about it. N 
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Conteſt 1 Celhni and Bandi ell about 
Carving @ flatue of Neptune from à very 
ne piece of marble — The dutcheſs favours 
Bandinello, but Cellini by an elegant remon- 
trance prevails on the duke to conſent that 
whoever produced the beſt de an ſhould baue 
tbe marble-—The preference is given to Cel- 
lini's defign, and Bandinello dies through. 
1 wexation—The dutcheſs in ſpight cauſes the 
. marble to be given to Bartholomew Amma- 
nato—Account of a remarkable tranſaction 
_ between Cellini and a grazier whoſe” name 
was Sbietta— He narrowly. eſcapes being 
poiſoned by Sbietta's wife, who. is encouraged 
in that villainous defign by Philip, à pro- 
gate priefi—Cellini, during his illneſi, 
. which laſted fix months, is ſupplanted. at - 
court: . eee, ame 8295 


B 0 U this time the great block 
of marble for a ſtatue of Neptune 
was. N by the: river Arno, and 
0 ; | 8 2715 carried 
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carried through the road which leads to 
Poggio a Cajano, that it might afterwards 
be conveyed the more eaſily to Florence 
by that level road where I went to ſee it. 
And though I know to a certainty, that 
the dutcheſs had by her intereſt procured. 
it for the cavalier Bandinello, yet not 
through any envy to that artiſt, but, 
moved to compaſſion for the deſtiny of the 
unfortunate marble, I took a view of it, 
meaſured its height and thickneſs every 
way, and at my return to Florence made 
ſeveral little models for it. I muſt here 
obſerve by the way, that when we endea- 
vour to preſerve any great thing from evil, 
it often meets with a worſe fate than that 
from which we reſcued it; as was the caſe 
of this marble by falling into the hands of 
Bartholomew Ammanato, of whom 1 ſhall 
ſpeak in a proper place. Having made the 
little models abovementioned I repaired to 


Poggio a Cajano, where the duke and dut- 


cheſs were with the prince their fon: I found 
them all at table, and the duke dined in pri- 


vate with the dutcheſs, ſo that I began to en- 


ter into converſation with the prince; as 
talked with him a conſiderable time, the duke 
| who 
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who was in an apartment hard by, overheard 
us, and in a very polite manner ſent for me: 
as ſoon as I was come into the preſence of 
their excellencies, the dutcheſs began to 
converſe with me with great good humour, 
I'contrived to turn the ſubject of the con- 
verſation to the block of marble: I there- 
upon obſerved that their anceſtors had 
rendered the noble ſchool of Florence ſo 
illuſtrious, by exciting emulation amongſt 
the men of genius in the ſeveral different 
profeſſions; it was this that produced the 
admirable cupola, the beautiful doors of 
St. John's church, and ſo many other no- 
ble temples and ſtatues, reflecting ſo high” 
an honour on this city, which never 
could boaſt ſuch ornaments ſince the 
days of the ancients. The dutcheſs pecv-- 
iſkly replied that ſhe knew very well 
what I would be at, and deſired I would 
never ſpeak again of that marble in her 
preſence, as nothing could give her greater 
offence: { I then offend. you, 'faid I, ma- 
dam, by becoming an agent for your ex. 
cellencits; and exerting myſelf to the utmoſt 
toi have you well ſerved. Conſider ſerioufly, 
that if your excellencies are willing to per- 
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mit every artiſt to produce a model of 
Neptune, even though you are reſolved to 
give the preference to Bandinello's; this 
will excite him for his own. honour, to ex- 
ert himſelf with the more ardour in making 
a beautiful model, than he would have done 
were he to have no competitor: thus will 
your excellencies be better ſerved, and will 
avoid diſcouraging your excellent ſchool; and 
will likewiſe ſee who applies cloſeſt to this 
admirable art, I mean its elegant manner, 
and you will appear both to delight in it, 
and be judges of its beauties. The duteheſs 
then told me in a paſſion that I tired her 
patience, that ſhe was reſolved the marble 
ſhould be Bandinello's; adding that the 
duke himſelf was determined that Bandi- 
nello ſhall have it. When the dutcheſs 
had made an end of ſpeaking, the duke, 
who had continued ſilent all the time, 
replied: it is now twenty years ſince I 
cauſed this fine piece of marble to be 
dug up out of the quarry on purpoſe for 
Bandinello, and therefore it is my 8 
that he ſhould have it, and it ſhall be his. I 
thereupon turned to the duke, and ie 


it as a favour, that he would give me leave 
juſt 


Juſt to ſay four words to him for his exceE- 
lency's advantage. The duke bid me ſay 
whatever I thought proper, telling me that 
he would liſten with attention. I delivered 
myſelf thus: you are to underſtand, my 
lord, that the marble of which Bandinello 
made Hercules and Cacus, was taken out of 


the quarry by che renowned Michael Angelo 


Buonarotti, who made of it a model of Sam- 
ſon with four figures, which would have been 
one of the firſt pieces in the whole world; 
and your favourite Bandinello made of it only 
two figures, both ill executed, and put to- 
gether in the moſt bungling manner: there- 
fore the admirable ſchool of Florence ſtill 
exclaims againſt the great injury, that was 
done that fine piece of marble. © I really be- 
lieve there were above a thouſand; ſonnets 
paſted up to ridicule that wretched perform- 
ance, and I am ſure your excellency remem- 
bers the thing very well; if therefore, my 
worthy lord, the men to whoſe care that 
buſineſs was intruſted, were ſo injudicious 
as to take ſo valuable a piece of marble from 
Michael Angelo, and give it to Bandinello 


ho ſpoiled it, as it evidently appears; can 


vou ever think of ſuffering the ſame per- 
Vol. II. | Ka | : ſon 
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ſon to 4poil. this other much finer” block, 
and not give it to ſome” other artiſt 
of abilities capable of doing it juſ- 
tice? "Give orders, my lord, for each 
artiſt to make a model; let them be 
all laid before the academy, your excel | 

lency will then hear its opinion con- 
cerning them, and with your uſual judg- 
ment be able to chooſe the beſt: thus 
you will avoid throwing away your mo- 
ney, and diſcouraging a ſchool, which 
is now the moſt renowned in the world, 
and reflects ſuch honour on your excel- 
lency. The duke after having liſtened 
very attentively roſe on a" ſudden from 
table, and turning about to me, ſaid: g, 
my friend, Benvenuto, make a model and 
endeavour to win that fine piece of mar- 
ble, for I am ſenfible that what you ſay 
is juſt: the dutcheſs ſnook her head at me, 
and muttered ſomething as if ſhe were 
angry; but I bowing to their excellencies 
made all the haſte I could to return to Flo- 
rence, oo 127225 er e to Ne the 
model. 0 8115 
The duke was no ſooner ae rie 7 
_ but _ without” giying me any pre- 
: ious 


„RUE ENT. 358. 


vious notice, came to my * WP”. + 
ſhewed him two little models quite diffe- 

rent from each other; he praiſed the 
both, but added that one of them Herd 
ed him much more than the other; and 
bidding me finiſh, that he . was; pleaſed. 
with, told me I ſhould find my account in 
it; as his excellency had ſeen thoſe made 
by Bandinello and the other artiſts, he great-. 
ly preferred mine to the reſt ; for, ſo I Was 
informed by ſeveral courtiers who had heard 
him. Amongſt other circumſtances worthy; 
of being related one was, that the cardinal. 
di Santa Fiore being come to Florence, 
the duke carried him with him to Poggio a. 
Cajano; by the way the cardinal. ſeeing the. 
piece of marble abovementioned praiſed it 
highly, and aſked who his excellensy;n ded 
| ſhould work upon it. The duke anſwyered, 
my Benvenuto, who, has drawn me an ex- 
cellent model. This was repeated to me 
by perſons worthy of credit, and on that ac- 
count I waited. on the dutcheſs, and carried 


723 her ſome pretty little n of my mak⸗ 


ing, which her excellency liked very 4 . 
ſhe aſked me what I was at that time 
7 tft anſwer, madam, I have un- 
e | * 
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dertaken one of the moſt laborious taſks 


in the world by way of amuſement; the 
taſk- I mean is a' Chriſt crucified, of 


the whiteſt marble, upon a croſs of the 


blackeſt, and as big as the life. Upon her 
asking me what I propoſed to do with it, 


T- thus. replied: J aſſure you, madam, I 
would not give it for two thouſand ducats: 
for no man ever took ſo much pains with 
a piece of work ;. nor could J have un- 
dertaken to make ſuch a one for ariy noble- 
man, for fear of diſcovering my want io 


capacity and being put to-- confuſion : . 

bought the marble with my own —— 
and kept a young man about two years 
to aſſiſt me; and what with purchaſing 
marble and tools, and paying him a falary, 


the work has ſtood me in above three 
hundred crowyns, ſo that I again declare I 


would not give it for two thouſand du- 
eats: but if ages excellency will do me 


one favour, I . will: freely make you a 


preſent of it; all 1 deſire is that you will 
be neutral with reſpect to the models of a 
Neptune, which the duke has 4 mn to be 
made of the great marble. The dutcheſs 


anſwered with wot, AGRA: it ſeems 
then 


dem ANT 


then you neither value my intereſt nor my 
oppoſition ? I replied, you quite miſtake 
me, madam, I know very well the \conſe-. 
quence of both; why elſe do I offer you 
_ what I value at two thouſand ducats? But. 
I rely ſo much on my diligence and/ac 
quired knowledge, that I have good hopes 

of winning the prize, even if it were diſput- 
ed with me by the great Michael Angelo 
Buonarotti, from whom alone I learned all 
I know : and I would much rather that he 
vrho knows ſo much ſhould make a model, 


than the others that know ſo little; for 


much honour might be won by entering the 
liſts with my renowned maſter, but there 
can be very little in contending with inferior 
artiſts. When I had made an end of ſpeak- 
ing, the dutcheſs roſe in a pet; and I return- 
ed to my model, working at it with all aſſi- 
duity: as ſoon as I had finiſned it, the duke 
came to ſee it, accompanied by two ambaſ- 
ſadors, one from the duke of Ferrara, the 
other from the republic of Lucca: my model 

gave high ſatisfaction, and the duke ſaid to 
"ths ambaſſadors; Benvenuto deſerves the - 
prize. Thereupon both the noble perſon- 
ages 1 me highly, eſpecially the 
A a 3 ambaſſador 
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ambaſſador of the republic of Lucea, who 
was a man of learning, and had taken the 
| e of doctor. I retired to ſome diſtance 
that they might ſpeak their ſentiments 
freely ; when I found they were favourable 
to me,. I ſuddenly drew near, and turning 
to the duke, faid: my lord, your excellen- 
cy ſhould have recourſe ta, another expe- 
dient, which is to give orders that each 
artiſt ſhould make à model of earth ex- 
actly of the ſame ſize as the marble ſtatue; 
by which means your excellency will be 
much better able to tell who deſerves the 
preference: and I muſt farther take the li- 
berty to obſerve, that if you give the prize 
to an artiſt who is not deſerving of it, 
you will not ſo much injure the perſon 
that has merit, as yourſelf, for both loſs 


and ſhame will reſult to you from ſuch _ 


a deciſion : whereas by a contrary con- 
duct, that is by giving it to him that is 
worthy of it, you will, in the firſt place, ac- 
quire great reputation; you next will lay 
out your money to advantage, and men of 
genius will think that you delight in the po- 
lite arts, and are a judge of abilities. When 
I had made an end of — the duke 
ſhrugged 
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ſhrugged, up his ſhoulders, Saha as he was 


juſt going, the ambaſſador, from Lucca 


faid to him: my lord, this Benvenuto of 
yours is a man of great ſpirit. . The duke 
made anſwer : he has more ſpirit than you 
are aware of; and it would have been well 
for him if he had leſs, for he would then 
have obtained many gratifications which he 
has miſſed. Theſe 1 were repeated to 
me by, the ambaſſador, who at the ſame 
time chid me for not acting the courtier 
better; I made. anſwer, that I wiſhed well 
to my lord, was his affectionate and faith- 
ful ſervant, and could not ſtoop to the arts 
of flattery and adulation. 3 
Some weeks after Bandinello died, and it 
Was. generally thought, that beſides his dif- 
order, the grief which he felt at loſing tlie 
| fine piece of marble, out of which the ſta- 
tue of Neptune was to be made; greatly 
contributed to haſten his diſſolution. 
| Bandinello had heard of my making the 
marble crucifix, of which 1 have ſpoken | 
above ; > he thereupon took a ſmall piece of 
marble, and made that figure of Piety which 
is to be ſeen in the church of the Nunzia- 
ta. is I had, dedicated my crucifix to the 
Aa 4 new 
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neu St. Mary, and already fixed up the 
irons to faſten it upon, I wanted nothing 
farther but to erect on the ground under 
the crucifix a little monument to be buried 9 
in after my death. The monks told me, 
they could not grant my requeſt, without 6 
aſking leave of the overſeers of the building: 

why pf faid I, did you not conſult the 
overſeers, before you permitted me to fix 
the irons in this place for ſetting up my 
crucifix? For this reaſon I reſolved not to 

give my work to this church of the new. - 
St. Mary's, though the overſeers afterwards 0 
came and made me an apology. | I there- 
fore repaired to the church of the Nun- 
ziata, and told the monks, that I would 
make them a preſent of my crucifix, in the 
ſame manner as I had propoſed beſtowing 

it on the church of the new St. Mary; upon 
which the good brethren of the Nunziata 
bid me ſet up my crucifix in their church, 
and erect my tomb in whatever manner 1 
thought proper. Bandinello being inform: 
ed of this, made all the haſte he could to 
finiſh his figure of Piety, and requeſted the 
dutcheſs to grant him the chapel, for- 
n-grly belonging to the Pazzi, which he 


at 
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at laſt with great difficulty obtained; and 
as ſoon as he accompliſhed” his deſire, he 
erected his tomb in it, which was not com- 
pleatly finiſhed when he died. The dut- 
chefs then ſaid, that ſhe had befriended him 
during his life, and would continue her 
regard for him even after his deceaſe; 
for though he was no more, Benvenuto 
muſt never expect to have the marble in his 
poſſeſſion. Bernardone the broker happen- 
ing one day to meet me in town, told me, 
that the dutcheſs had given away the mar- 
ble; upon which I exclaimed : O ill-fated 
ſtone, hard indeed was thy lot in falling | 
into the hands of Bandinello; but it is 'a ; 
hundred times more deplorable, now m | 
art in thoſe of Ammanato! | | 
| Thad received directions from the duke | 
to make a model of earth, of the ſame ſize 
as the ſtatue of marble was intended; at the 
ſame time heordered me to be furniſhed with 
wood and earth, and a little partition to be 
erected in the apartment where I had made 
my Perſeus; he likewiſe paid the wages of a 
workman who was to aſſiſt me. I ſet about 
my model with the utmoſt aſſiduity, made 
the bony part in wood, with the greateſt 
exactneſs, 
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exactneſs, and brought my work happily 
to a concluſion: I gave myſelf no farther 
trouble about carving the ſtatue, for I knew 
that the dutcheſs was determined that I 
ſhould not have the fine block of marble, 
and therefore I was in ſome meaſure in- 
different abqut it. I however took plea- 
ſure in exerting myſelf as I did, promiſ- 
ing myſelf that as ſoon as I had finiſhed it, 
the dutcheſs, who did not want diſcern- 
ment, would, after ſne had ſeen the work, 
be ſorry that ſhe had done both the marble 
and herſelf ſo much injuſtice. John Fia- 
mingo made one model in the cloiſters of 

St. Croce; another was done by Vincenzio 
Danti of Perugia, in the houſe of ſignor 
Ottavio de Medici; another was begun by 
the ſon of Moſchino, at Piſa; and another 
again was made by Bartolomeo Ammanati 
in my working room, which we had divid- 
ed between us. When I had well bronzed 
it over, and was going to finiſh the head, 
the duke came from the palace with 
Georgetto the painter, to Ammanato's 
apartment, in order to vie the. ſtatue 
of Neptune, upon which Georgetto had 
15 r . ſeveral days with his own hands, 


in 
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in conjunction with Ammanato and all his 
journeymen. I was informed, that when his 
excellency ſaw it, he appeared to be by no 


means ſatisfied; and though Georgetto win 


his chatter, wanted to perſuade him into a 
good opinion of the work, the duke ſhook 
his head, and turning about to ſignor 
_ George Stefano, bid him go aſk Benvenu- 
to, whether his great model was in ſuch 
forwardneſs, that he could let him have a 
ſight of it. Stefano thereupon in a ver 
1 and polite manner delivered me this 
e «hon the duke; adding, that if I 
77810 think my work would yet bear i in⸗ 

| 3 I might ſay fo withdut reſerve, as 
the duke was well aware that I had not 
been properly ſeconded in an undertaking 
of ſueh importance. I anſwered, that 1 
ſhould be glad of the favour of his excellency s 
preſence, that even if my work were not in 
any great forwardneſs, ſo penetrating a ge- 
nius as his excelleney could eaſily from 
the ſpecimen, form a judgment of what it 
would prove when entirely finiſhed; The 
gentleman delivered the meſſage to the 
duke, who came with great chearfulneſs: no 
ſooner had he entered the room, and 2 
$ 
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his eye upon my work, but he appeared 
to be highly pleaſed with it; he examin- 
ed it on all ſides, fixing particularly upon 
the four principal points of view, juſt as 
a complete artiſt might have done; he then 


ſhewed by many geſtures, that he was high- 


ly pleaſed with it, and faid nothing far- 
ther, but Benvenuto, you have the laſt 
coat to lay on ſtill: at length he turned to 
his attendants, and ſpoke of my perform- 


ance in the moſt advantageous. 


terms, de- 


claring that the little model which he ſaw 
at my houſe, Pleaſed him greatly, but that 


this work of mine had far ſur 
model. 


n, ap 


As it pleased God. who makes all things 

co-operate to our advantage, I mean to the 
advantage of thoſe that acknowledge and 
believe in his divine - Majeſty ; about this 
time an' old rogue, whoſe name was Pier- 
maria of Anter igoli, and Hs. ſur-name 


r 


natural life, tha 18, to ſell me an annui- 
ty : this man followed the buſineſs of 
A grazier, and as he was related to ſig⸗ 
nor Guido Guidi the phyſician, who is 
no chief magiſtrate of Peſcia, I readily 


liſtened 
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liſtened to his propoſal. This farm L did 
not chuſe to go to ſee, being impatient, to 
finiſh my model of the great ſtatue of 
Neptune; beſides there was no occaſion 
for my ſceing it, as he only ſold me the 
income of it, and had given me a written 
account of the meaſures of grain, wine, 
oil, corn, cheſnuts and other commodities, 
the produce of the farm; all which 1 
took for granted, muſt, as times then 


went, be worth above a hundred gold 


crowns, ſo I paid him a hundred and 
ſixty Crowns ag them, including the du- 
ties. After he had given me a writing 
ſigned with his own hand, which im- 


ported, that he would during his natural 


life take care to ſee me paid the income 
of the above farm; I. thought it unneceſ- 
ary to go and take a view of it, but in- 
quired the belt I could, whether the ſaid 
Sbietta and his brother Philip were good 
men, ſuch as might be depended upon; and 
was aſſured by ſeveral of their acquaint- 


ances that they were, and I might be perfect 
ly ſecure. We agreed to ſend for Pier Fran- 
ceſco Bertoldi the notary, and the firſt thing 
I put into his hand was the written account 


— = 
— 
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of what Sbietta was to make good to me, 
king that it ſhould by all means enter 

into the contract ;"but the notary who drew 
it up, buſied himſelf with two and twenty 
different articles, which were mentioned to 
him by Sbietta, and, as I thought, ſeemed to 
forget the main part of the contract, which 
was the payment of the annuity. Whilſt 
tho notary was bufied in writing; I worked 
on, and as he was feveral hours in draw- 
ing the-deed; in the mean time I made a 
confiderable part of the head of my Nep- 
tune. The inſtrument being at laſt entirely 
completed, Sbietta began to laviſni careſſes 
on me, as I in my turn did on him: he 
mad me preſetits of kids, cheeſes, can 
pens, cakes, and a variety of different fruits). 
till at laſt I began to be quite aſhamed: in 
return for theſs - favours, every time he 
came to Florence, I took him home-with : 
me from his inn, and he was frequently: 
accompanied by ſome of his relations 
whom. -I likewiſe invited to my honſe. 
One day he told me in a jocular manner, 
that it was a ſhame after I had bought a 
farm, and ſeveral weeks had paſſed; fince 1 


1 made the „ I could not diſcontinue 
ih my 


— 


my buſineſs for a few days and go and ſee 
it. Such an effect had his inſinuations on 
misfortune;” 
did comply with his deſire : Sbietta received 


me with ſuch careſſes andoutward ceremony. 
that he could not have done more for a 


my mind, that Tat laſt, to my 


duke, and his wife ſeemed to be ſtill fonder 


of me than her huſband; which continued 


for a time till what he and his brother Philip 


had concerted between them had taken 

effect. At the ſame time I went on with 
my work, and had already ſketched out 

the whole with an exactneſs unknown to 
any artiſt before me: ſo that though I was 
ſure not to get the marble for the reaſons 
aſſigned, I thought myſelf upon the point 
of finiſhing and exhibiting it in the public 
ſquare © for my own ſatisfaction-. The 
weather was warm and pleaſant, ſo that 


being ue important by the two villains 
; I' fet out from town on 


Wedneſday, which was doubly a holy-day, 
for Freſpiano, and eat a goed breakfaſt 


on my arrival at Viechio: I met Philip the 


prieſt, at the very gate of Vicchio, who! 
ſeemed to ee where IW going, 


2015006 on bldes 1: y2t: 0 0h 453 ans 
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nd to be extremely fond of my company; 
he econducted. me to Shbietta's. houſe, where 
n ſhameleſs wife, who likewiſe ſeem- 
80 laviſh of her careſſes to me; I made her 
"a preſent, of a ſtraw hat, and ſhe, declared 
that ſhe had never ſeen a finer: Sbietta 
15 appened not to be then at home. Even- 
ing approaching, we all ſupped, together 
very chearfully, and when it was time to 
ketire, I was ſhewn into a handſome a- 
Partment, Where I. ſlept in an exceeding 
SO bed, and my two ſervants were accom- 
modated in a manner agreeable. to their ſta- 
tion: the ſame careſſes were repeated, when 
Lroſe in the morning. IL Went to take a 
Vie. of my farm, with Which I was highly 
Pleaſed, and a certain quantity of corn and 
all ſorts of grain Was given me; a then re- 
tur ned to Vicchio, and Philip aid, to me 
at our parting : Benvenuto, dont be, m- 
der any apprehenſions; for- though y 
Have not received as much as was promiſ⸗ 
ed you, you muſt. not be diſheartened, 
for. you will meet — 2 — 
penſation, as 1 vou have no P E 
10 deal with: IL. muſt however caution 
no againſt .. * labourer ae we 


have 


ER . {4 <4 us, 
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have turned off, becauſe he is a rogue. 
This labourer, whoſe name was Mari- 
ano Roſſelli, often ſaid to me: take care 
of Yourſelf, or you will know to your 
"coſt, which of us is the greateſt villain, 
When that country fellow ſpoke to me 
in this manner, he ſmiled archly and 
"ſhook his head, as much as to ſay, you 
will one day find that I ſpeak the truth. 
J was guilty in part of an error in judg- 
ment, but was not at all miſtaken in what 
happened to me. Returning from my 
farm, which is about two miles diſtant 
from Vicchio towards the Apennines, I 
met Philip the prieſt, who received me 
with his uſual careſſes; ſo we breakfaſted 
together: I then went to take a walk 
about the town of Vicchio, and the 
market was already begun. I perceived 
that J was ſtared at by all the inhabitants of 
the place, as an object they were not at all 
accuſtomed to; above all by a worthy man 
who had lived many years in the town, and 
whoſe' wife followed the 'baker's buſineſs : 
this honeſt perſon had at about a mile's diſ- 
- tance ſome lands of his own, though he choſe 
to live in that manner: he rented # houſe of 
Vol. II. B b mine 


370 * L IF E ar 


mine in Vicchio, which fell to me with the 
farm known by the name of the fountain. 
As we happened to fall into converſation, 
he ſaid to me: I live in your houſe, 
and will pay you your rent, when it be- 
comes due; or if you chuſe to receive it be- 
fore hand, you may, for I am reſolved wWe 
hall have no diſputes. Whilſt we were 
thus talking together, I perceived that the 
man ſeveral times fixed his eyes upon me at- 
| 2 ſo I could not help ſaying to him, 
dear John, Why do you look at me with 
ſuch carneſtneſs ? the worthy man made 
anſwer : I will tell you with all my heart, 
if you promiſe upon your honour not to 
diſcover ,your author, I ſolemnly promiſed . 
him that I would not. He thereupon con- 
-tmued : you muſt underſtand then that 
this dirty prieſt ſignor Philippo, a few 
days ago went about making his boaſts of 
the great feats of his brother Sbietta, and 
telling how he had ſold a farm of his for 
life to an old man, who would never ſee 
the end of the year :; you have a number 
_ of villains to deal with, therefore take care 
of yourſelf, and be conſtantly on er 
guards I fay no more. 30114100 
In 
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8 . up an * the town, 1 
met Gambatiſta Santini, and both he and 
were invited to ſupper by the prieſt; 
it was then between five and ſix, and 
ſupper had been ordered at this early 
hour on my account, for I had declared 
my intention of returning in the evening 
to Treſpiano: ſupper was therefore pre- 
pared in all haſte, and Sbietta's wife was 
very active on the occaſion, as was likes, 
wiſe one Cecchino Buti a ſervant of 
theirs. As ſoon as the ſalads were dreſſed, 
and the gueſts began to ſit down to table; 
the villain of a prieſt made a ſort of a, wry. 
face, and {aid : I muſt aik pardon of you 
all, but I cannot poſſibly have the pleaſure, 
of ſupping with you, for an affair of great 
conſequence has ſince happened, in which 
my brother Sbietta is concerned; and as 
he is not in the way himſelf, I am under 
3 neceſſity of ſupplying his place: we all 
Preſſed him to ſtay, but not being able to 
prevail on him to alter his purpoſe, we 
ſat doun to ſupper. As ſoon as we had 
eat the ſalads off certain little diſhes, the 
boiled meat beginning to be. ſerved about, 
ou ringer; were diſtributed to all the gueſts; 

1 Santino 
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Santino who. fat oppoſite to me at table, 
ſaid: they give you towels quite different 
from the reſt; did you ever ſee finer? .I 
told. him that I had never once perceived 
it. He then bid me call to the wife of 
Sbietta, who with Cecchino Buti ran up 
and down in a conſtant hurry, and de- 
fire her to fit down to table; I uſed fo 
many intreaties that I at laſt prevailed, on 
the lady to take her place :- ſhe was ſorry 
ſhe ſaid, we did not like our ſupper, which 
appeared by our eating ſo little. After 
having ſeveral times praiſed the entertain- 
ment, aſſuring her that I had never taſted 
any thing better, or with a better m_ 
.tite, I at laſt told her J had got enough. 

.could not immediately gueſs why the 5 
preſſed me ſo earneſtly to eat. When we had 
done ſupper it was paſt eight o'clock, and I 
had a mind to return that night to Treſpiano, 
in order to have it in my power to reſume 
my buſineſs in the morning: ſo. I took 
my leave of the reſt of the gueſts, and 
having returned the lady thanks, ſet out 
upon my journey. I had ſcarce travelled 
three mik z when I felt my ſtomach in a com- 
en, and was tormented with ſuch 


pangs, 
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pangs, that I thought it an age till Tar- 
rived at my farm of Treſpiano: I with 
great difficulty reached the place that night, 
and immediately went to bed. The whole 
night 1 had no reſt, being taken with 2 
violent purging. No ſooner was it broad 
day-light, but I felt myſelf all on fire; 
had a mind to examine what the matter | 
was, and perceived that the excrements 
which I had voided were all bloody: I 
thence concluded that I had eaten ſome- 
thing of a poiſonous nature, and began to 
revolve within myſelf what it could poſſibly 
be: I recollected the diſhes and porringers 
that were given me by Sbietta's wife, which 
appeared fo different from thoſe ſet before 
the reſt of the company: I at the ſame time 
called to mind that the deſigning prieſt, 
Sbietta's brother, after having taken ſo much 
pains to make me welcome, did not chuſe 
to ſtay to ſup with us: it farther occured 
to my memory, that this prieſt had boaſted 
of his brother's having done a fine job, in 
ſielling a farm for life to an old man, who 
would never ſee the end of the year; for 
thoſe words had been repeated to me by 
the worthy del Sardella: ſo I concluded 
Ss B b 3 that 
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h Kaſoned, Wend 


fauce, mt rk MW vey: Us 


extremely palatable, a doſe of ſublimate, as 
fubkmate produces all the ſymptoms with 


which my illneſs was attended. I never in- 


deed was uſed to eat much ſauce or ſavoury 
things with my victuals, but to be con- 


tent with ſalt alone; I however took two 
onfuls of the ſauce in queſtion, as it 
was extremely reliſhing ; and J recollected 


that Sbietta's wife had feveral times preſſed 


me to eat of it; as likewiſe that they had 
had recourſe to a variety of artifices to 


make me take the deſtructive fublimate. 


Though I found myſelf thus difordered; 


T went to work at my great model of 


Neptune, but my illnefs. in a few days 


| {6 overpowered me, that I was confined. 


to-my bed. As foon as the dutcheſs heard- 
that I had been taken ill, ſhe ordered the 


_ unfortunate marble to be put into the 
bands of Bartholomew Ammanato, who 
' ſent me word that I might do what I pleaſe 
ed with my model, for he had won the 
marble ſo much conteſted. I did not upon 


3 this do like his maſter Bandinells, 


fluity 
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flaity of words, I contented ork with, 
ſaying, that I had always gueſſed it would 
turn out ſo; and deſired Bartholomew. to 
exert his utmoſt efforts in ſnewing li 
worthy of the favour which fortune had 
conferred on him: Thus I continued very 
ill, confined to my bed, and was attended 
by that ſkilful phyſician ſignor Franceſco of. 
Monte Varchi, and by a ſurgeon named. 
Raphael de Pilli. The ſublimate had fo, 
burnt up my bowels, that I could not re- 
tain my excrements a moment; but as. 
ſignor Franceſco found that the poiſan had 
entirely exhauſted its power of hurting,. 
for it was unable to ſubdue that ſtrength 
of nature which he perceived to be in my: 
conſtitution, he ſaid to me one day: Ben- 
venuto, return thanks to God, you have. 
got the better of your diſorder ; be under. 
no apprehenſions, for J am reſolved to cure. 
you, in ſpite of the villains who endeavour-, 
ed to bereave you of life. Raphael de Pilli- 
then cried out; this will be one = the great-, 
eſt and moſt difficult cures that was ever heard 
of; do you know, Benvenuto, that you ſwal⸗ | 
lowed. a whole ſpoonful of ſublimate? At 
thels, words, ſignor Franceſco. interrupting, 
33 — b 4 him, 
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him, ſaid: perhaps there was ſome poiſon- 
ous inſect in it. I then told them, that I 
knew to a certainty what fort of poiſon it 
was, and who gave it me; and here we 


were all ſilent. They attended me above 
fix months, and it was above a year before 


JI Was able to do any bulmels,- . 1 Aub 
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 Gollin upon his. recovery & bparticulariy fas: 
-:awured and encouraged by don: Franteſeo" the 
 duke's ſen Great injuſtice done lim by the 
magiſtrates in a law-ſuit between him and 
Sbietta— He repairs to the duke at Leghorn 
and lays his caſe before him, but meets with 
no redreſs-—The quantity of poiſon which 
he had taken at Sbietta's houſe, inſtead of 
deftroying him purges his body and ſtreng- 
thens his conſtitution Fartber injuſtice done 
bim in his diſpute with Sbietta, by the trra- 
chery of Raphael Schieggia—The duke and 
dutcheſs pay him a whit upon their return 
from Piſa, and he takes that opportunity to 
make them a preſent of an exquiſite piece of 
workmanſhip, viz. a marble crucifix——The 
due and dutcbeſs are both reconciled to him, 
4 promiſe him every ſort of aſſiſtance and 
encouragemen. Finding himſelf diſappoint- 
ed in bis expectations, he 1s diſpoſed to liſten 
to a propoſal made him by Catherine of Medi- 
ci, queen dowager of France, to ſettle in that 
Ling dom and erect a magnificent mauſoleum to 
| her 


es TAX L 1 F. E or 


ber buſband Henry II. —=This the duke pre- 
_ vents by an application to the queen, who. 
Ahle, from her propoſe in conſequence—The 
» cardinal: of Medici dies, which occaſions 
much grief at the court of Florence-—Cellint 
i ee e out * for 7505. | 
en Aff : 
BOUT this time the Fs went to 
Sienna to make his publie entry into 
that city, and Ammanato had repaired thi- 
ther fome months before to erect the trium- 
phal arches:; on this occaſion a natural 
fon of Ammanato's, who continued to oc- 
cupy the room where we worked, removed 
æ ſort of a veil which I had thrown over 
my model of Neptune to keep it from be- 
ing ſeen. I immediately went to make a 
complaint of this to don Franceſco, the 
duke's ſon, who always appeared to be my 
friend: 1 repreſented to him that they had 
uncovered my figure which was {till imper- 
fert; but that if it had been finiſhed, it 
would have given me no concern at all. 
To this the prince anſwered, ſhaking: his 
head: Benvenuto, do not give yourſelf any 
trouble about covering the figure, for they 


 _ think theirs much ſuperior to yours; but if 


you require it to be 85 covered, I will in- 
— 
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Nantly give orders — to thefe 


words his excellency added many more high 
ly to my advantage in the preſence of ſeveral 


noblemen. I then requeſted him to give 


me an opportunity of finiſhing it, as I pro- 
poſed making a preſent of it as well as the 
little model to his excellency. He replied 
that with pleaſure he accepted of both, aid 
would order all the conveniences to be 
given me, that I could require in my buſi-- 
neſs. 80 I ſubſifted upon this little fa. 
vour, which in ſome meafure reſtored my 
health; for ſo many ills and calamities 
had befallen me, that I began to fink un- 


der them, but upon this glimmering of 


princely encouragement, I began to comfort 
myſelf with ſome hopes of life. A year being 
now expired ſince my purchaſing the farm 
of Fonte from Sbietta, and finding that, be- 
files all the injuries he had done me, both 
by poiſon and by chicane, the farm did 
not produce what he had promiſed; as F. 

had, beſides the contract, a writing ſigned 
by Sbiettas on hand, who had entered 


into an engagement before witneſſes to pay 


me the yearly: product of the farm; I ad- 


| r — of tlie city 
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Frederic de Ricci has been too powerful for 
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af Florence: at that time ſignor Alfonſo 
Quiſtello was living; he was ſuperin- 
tendent of the treaſury, and ſat with the 


other counſellors, amongſt whom were 


Averardo Serriſtori and Frederic de Ricci: 
J cannot recollect the names of them all; 
but amongſt them there was one of the 
Aleſſandri: let it ſuffice to obſerve that they 
were all perſons of great diſtinction. When 


I had laid my caſe before thoſe magiſtrates, 


they were unanimouſly of opinion that 
*Shietta ſhould refund the money he had re- 


ceived from me, except Frederic de Ricci, 


vrho at that time had connexions with 
Sbietta: all the reſt expreſſed their con- 


cern, that Frederic de Ricci ſhould prevent 


them from deciding in my favour; amongſt 


"ethers Averardo Serriſtori was particularly 


clamorous on the occaſion, as was likewiſe 
one of the Aleſſandri. Frederic having at 
laſt ſo protracted the cauſe, that the magi- 
ſtrates put an end to the time of their fit- 


us 
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us all, ſo that you loſt your cauſe in ſpight 
of us. I ſhall make no obſervation on 


this ſubject for fear of offending thoſe at the 


helm of government; let it ſuffice to ſay 
that I loſt my cauſe on account, of a. rich 


citizen, who employed the grazier from 


whom I had bought my farm. 7 1 
The duke being at Leghorn, an 5 


his excellency to ſolicit him to diſmiſs me. 


perceiving: that I had entirely recovered my 
health and ſtrength: as I found myſelf quite 
out of employment, I was diſpleaſed with a 
ſtate! of indolence; ſo I formed a reſolution 


to go directly to Leghorn, where I found 


the duke and met with the moſt gracious 


reception. ] made ſome ſtay. in that ton, 


and every day rode out with his excelleney, 
ſo that I had a fair opportunity of ſay- 
ing whatever. I thought proper to him: 
the duke uſed to ride ſeveral miles out 


of Leghorn, by the ſea- ſide, where he was 


building a little fortreſs; and that he might 
not be troubled with too great a num- 
ber of attendants, he choſe to have me 
with him as a companion. One day find- 
ing myſelf careſſed by his excellency- in a 


aner manner, I formed: a reſolution 


to 
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to tum the converſation to Sbietta, that ia. 
Pier: Maria of Anterigoli. and thus expreſ- 
a myſelf: my lord, I muſt lay before 
your excellency a moſt extraordinary caſe;. 
by hearing of which you will know the cauſe 


that prevented me from ſiniſhing the earthen 


Neptune, on which I was employed in my 
work,-houſt; you are to underſtand that I 


purchaſed a farm of Sbietta for life: let it 


hexe ſuffice, to inform the reader that I gave 
the duke a eircumſtantial account of the 
Whole affair, never in the leaſt deviating 
from the truth, or daſhing it with the ſmall- 
eſt mixture of falſhood. When I came to 
the affair of the poiſon, I ſaid that if 
euer my ſervices had been acceptable to his 
excellency, he ſhould inſtead of puniſhing. 
Sbietta and thoſe who had adminiſtered the 
poiſon, confer ſome reward on them; for. 
they had not given me a ſufficient doſe. 
to kill me, but juſt enough to purge off a 
dangerous viſcoſity which I had in my ſto-⸗ 

mach and inteſtines; and it operated in 
ſuch a manner, that whereas in my former 
ſtate of health I might have lived three 
or four years, this extraordinary ſort of phy. 
— bad Produced ſuch. an effect. that I 


reckoned 
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reckoned upon having gained a new leaſe af 
twenty years; in ſhort; I found myſelf bet- 
ter than ever, and returned thanlts to the 
Almighty, being ſenſible that the- ſaying: 
which I had ſo often heard was verified, 
namely, that God afflicts us occaſionally' 
for our good. The duke liſtened to me 
with the utmoſt attention, whilſt we rid 
above two miles together, and only once 
exclaimed, O the wicked people]! I con- 
cluded with obſerving that I was highly 
obliged to them, and entered upon more 
agreeable topics of converſation. I one day 
accoſted him juſt at the right ſeaſon, and 
finding him in a humour that ſuited my 
- purpoſe, requeſted his excellency to diſ- 
miſs me, that I might no longer loſe my 
time; adding that I was ſtill able to work, 
and that as to what remained due to me 
for. my Perſeus, his excellency might pay 
me whenever he thought proper. I at 
the ſame time returned him thanks in a 
long ſpeech, and with much ceremony; yet 
he made me no anſwer, but appeared to be 
highly offended. The day following ſignor 
Bartholomew Concino, one of his excel 
1 810 FIGS ſecretaries, ſaid to: me in a 

ſort 
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ſort of a bravado; the duke declares that 
if you defire to be diſmiſſed, you may, but 
that if you chuſe to work, he will employ 
you; and it were to be wiſhed you could 
execute as much as his excellency will pleaſe 
to order. I made anſwer, that TI deſired 
nothing more than to be employed, eſpeci- 

ally by his excellency, whoſe ſervice I prefer- 

red to that of any other great perſonage liv- 
ing, whether pope, emperor or king, adding 
that I ſhould be better pleaſed to ſerve him 
for a penny than another for a ducat. He 
replied, that if my ſentiments were ſuch as 
I repreſented them, I need ſay no more, for 
we were both perfectly agreed; return ſaid 
he to Florence, and be of good cheer; 
the duke wiſhes you well: re 1 
returned to Florence. 

As ſoon as I was arrived at this ty. a 
perſon of the name of Rafaellone Schieggia, 
who worked in gold tiſſue, called at my 
houſe, and told me that he wanted to make 
up matters between me and Pier-maria Sbi- 
etta. I anſwered him that the magiſtrates 
of Florence alone could ſettle affairs be- 
tween us; and that Sbietta muſt not always 
_ to have upon the bench, a Frederic 

de 
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de Ricci,” "ready? for a preſent of two fat 
kids; to take his part without fear of God, 
or regard for his own Honour, And at 
fully do an outrage to juſtice ma Tight. 
"When Thad attered theſe words with many 
others to the ſame effect, thisRaphael' con- 
tinded to remonſtrate to me, that it was 

better to eat a thruſh' in Peace, than a 
large capon, if it could not be Had with- 
out broils and contention; he added that 
a lawaſuit is often ſpun out to fuch a 


length, that it would be more for my 


intereſt to dedicate that time to making 
ſome elegant piece of work, by which I 
ſhould acquire much greater reputation As 
well as emolument. As I was ſenſible 
that his obſervation was juſt, I began to 
liſten to what he had to propoſe; fo that 
he: ſoon compromiſed matters between us 
a the manner following : : Sbietta was to 
take the farm of me, and pay me for it 
regularly ſixty gold crowns per annum 
during my ws life. When we were 
rome to have the contract drawn up, 
Which was to be done by fignor Gio- 
vunni di Ser Matteo da F go, ; Sbietta 
r aid, 


”. = 1H 1488 0 F . 
EM in the manner w we had ſettled M. "he 


farm would produce more, and could not 
poſſibly fail; therefore it is better that "We 
ſhould make the leaſe for five yeats, Add 
ing, that he would adhere inviolably 'to His 
engagement, without ever giving Gecattöh 
to any other ſuit: the ſame promiſes Were 
made i in "the moſt ſolemn manner by tlie 
rogue of a. prieſt his brother, ſo the 
contract was drawn up for the term of 
five years. As it is my intention to enter 
upon another ſubject, and to have done 
with this myſtery of iniquity, I ſhall 
only take notice of what paflel during 

fifteen years after making out the laſt Eil. 
The two villains inſtead of keeping any 
of the promiſes they had made me, were 
for returning me my farm, and did not 
chuſe to keep the leaſe of it any longer; 

I complained very much of this i rh 
and they had recourſe to ſuch chicanery 
with regard to the contract, that I had 
no reſource againſt their indirect proceed. 
ings. When I perceived this, 1 told 
them that the duke and the prince” His 


fon, would not ſuffer them to do futh 
flagrant 
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flagrant injuſtice to a citizen of Flo- 
rence. This menace ſo terrified them, that 
they again ſent to me the ſame Rap hael 
Sehegels who had made up wettert be- 
tween us at firſt, to declare that ny 
were not willing to pay me the ſixty golc 
crowns they had done for five years paſt : 
I made anſwer that I would take nothing 
Jeſs. Raphael came to me and faid: my 
a friend Benvenuto, you know very well, that 
lam in your intereſt ; they have all referred 
the affair to me; thereupon he ſhewed me 
a writing with their names ſigned to it. I 
who was not aware that Raphael was 
their near relation, thought myſelf in very 
good hands; ſo I left the management 
of the affair entirely to him. This 
dirty raſcal came to me one evening, 
within balf an hour of night-fall, in 
the month of Auguſt ; and made uſe of 
many arguments and perſualions to pre- 
vail on me to ſign the contract whilſt 
1 was alone, becauſe he knew that- if 
| he deferred it till the morning, the trick 
: would be diſcovered. 80 che contract 
was ſig gned, by which he engaged to pay me 
. regularly 


\ 


388 ra LIFE OF 


regularly ſixty-five crowns a year in two 


payments, 'during the courſe of my natural 


life: and though I made a great ſtir about 


the affair, and would by no means ſubmit 


to ſuch terms, he ſhewed the writing 
with my name to it, which made all that 


ſaw it declare me to be in the wrong: the 


fellow at the ſame time affirmed, that what 
he had done, had been for my good, and 
that he was entirely in my intereſt; ſo as 
neither the notary, nor any body elſe knew 
of his being related to my adverſaries, I 
was condemned by the general voice: I 
therefore gave up the conteſt in time, and 
ſhall endeavour to do the beſt I can for the 
future. I likewiſe committed another capi- 
tal error in the month of December of the 


following year 1566. I purchaſed half the 


farm of Poggio of them, that is of Sbietta 
and the reſt, for two hundred crowns ; 
this farm borders upon my other of Fonte; 


and I let it to them for three years. 
Herein I thought I acted wiſely. I ſhould 


become too prolix were I to give a full 
account of all the ill uſage I received from 


thoſe people : : 1 therefore leave the whole 
| affair | 
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affair to the Almighty, who "I 3 
eſpouſed my cauſe againſt thoſe: who. have 
injured me. 9 75 
Having compleatly finiſhed my. | bla 
crucifix, I thought that if 1 raiſed it a few: 
cubits above the ground, it would appear. 
to much greater advantage, than if it were 
placed immediately upon it; ſo I began to 
ſhew it to whoever had a mind to ſee ſach 
an exhibition. The duke and dutcheſs be- 
ing informed of this, one day upon their 
return from Piſa came unexpectedly With 
a grand retinue to my workſhop, in order 
to ſee this image of Chriſt upon the croſs; 
it pleaſed them ſo highly, that their ex- 
cellencies, as well as all the nobility and 
| gentry . preſent, beſtowed the higheſt en- 
comiums on me. When 1 found that it 
gave them ſuch ſatisfaction, by their ex- 
tolling it to the ſkies, I with pleaſure 
made them a preſent of it, thinking none 
more worthy of that fine piece of work 
than their excellencies; I a requeſted, 
that before they departed, they would 
vouchſafe to enter my humble -habita= 
tion. At theſe words they roſe with 


E | great 
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great complaiſance, and leaving the ſhop 
entered my houſe, where they perceived my 
Httle model of Neptune, and the fountain 


which the dutcheſs had never ſeen before: 
{6 greatly was her excellency affected with 
the ſight, that ſne burſt into a loud excla- 
mation of ſurpriſe, and addreſſing herſelf to 


the duke, ſaid; I vow, my lord, I could 


never have formed a conception of any 
ching ſo beautiful. The duke anſwered 
her more than once; did I not tell you it 
would prove fo! Thus they talked a long 


time in praiſe of my abilities, and ſeemed, 
as it were, to aſk pardon for their paſt 


treatment of me. The duke told me that it 


was his pleaſure I ſhould make choice of a 


piece of marble myſelf, and begin imme- 
diately to work upon it. To theſe kind 


words I made anſwer, that if he gave me 
the means, I ſhould, for his ſake, chear- 


fully engage in fo arduous an undertak- 
ing. The duke replied, Benvenuto, you 
ſhall have all the helps you require, and 


I hkewiſe ſhall give you ſome of my own 
contriving, which will be far more ef- 


feectual than the others: having expreſſed 


himſelf 
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e in 1 obliging terms, he with 
drew together with the dutcheſs, and left 
me highly pleaſed. Several weeks, how- 
ever, paſſed without my being taken any 
farther ngties of, inſomuch that ſeeing 


„36 ,& + + 


what I ings I began to be half diftr acted 
and in deſpair. _. 
At this very juncture the queen dowager 
| of France diſpatched ſignor Baccio del Bene 
to our duke, to ſolicit the loan of a ſum of 
money; the duke in the kindeſt manner 
granted her requeſt, at leaſt ſo it was ge- 
nerally reported: as ſignor Baccio del Bene 
and I were intimate friends, we Were very 
glad to ſee each other; and he gave me an ac- 
count of all the favours conferred on him 
by his excellency: upon this occaſion he aſked 
me what works I had in hand; I mentioned 
. him the affair of Neptune and the foun- 
ain. He then told me that the queen had 
2 ſtrong deſire to finiſn the ſepulchral mo- 
nument of her huſband king Henry, and that 
Daniel of Volterra had undertaken to make 
A great. horſe of bronze for that purpoſe ; 
+ hut he WAS; tog far advanced in years, and 
25tcrrid Ce 4 the 
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the monument required a variety of orna- 
ments; ſo that if I choſe to return to France, 
and again take poſſeſſion of my caſtle, I 
ſhould be abundantly ſupplied with what- 
ever I wanted, in caſe I was willing to ſerve 
her majeſty. I deſired Baccio to apply to 
the duke, telling him, that if his excellen- 
cy conſented, I would return to France with 
pleaſure, Baccio then told me in high 
glee, that we ſhould ſet out for France to- 
gether, looking upon the affair as conclud- 
ed. The day following he happened to 
have an interview with the duke, when he 
took occaſion to ſpeak of me, and told his 
excellency that if it were agreeable to him, 
the queen his miſtreſs would take me into 
her ſervice. The duke made anſwer : Ben- 
venuto is a man of great genius, as every 
body knows; but now he chooſes to work 
no longer: thus the converſation was 
changed to other topics. 2 1 
The next day I repaired to 3 . 0 
repeated to me all that had paſſed between 80 
him and the duke. Upon which I began to 
be quite out of patience: if, ſaid I, when 


his excellency did not employ, me, I, of... 
| myſelf 


EPUPLENT ** : 
myſelf executed 'one of the moſt difficult 
pieces of work that ever was ſeen, which 
coſt me upwards of two hundred crowns ; 
what would have been the refult, in caſe 
his excellency had ſet me to work? I muſt 
ſay he does me wrong; he has hurt me 
greatly. The gentleman repeated this 
anſwer of mine to the duke, who declared 
that he had been jeſting, and what he 
meant was to keep me in his own ſervice; 
this provoked me greatly, and I had ſe- 
veral times a great mind to decamp. The 
queen of France did not care to pro- 
| Poſe the thing any more to the duke, 
for fear of offending him ; ſo that I was 
obliged to ſtay much againſt my will. 
About this time the duke went a journey 
with his whole court, and his ſons, ex- 
cepting only the prince who was then in 
Spain: they travelled along the ſea- coaſt 
of Sienna, and in that manner arrived at 
Piſa: the unwholeſome ſea air affected the 
cardinal before any of the reſt, ſo that hge 
was attacked by a malignant fever, which 
in a few days put an end to his life. He 
was one of the duke's chief ſupports, being 

a perſon 
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a perſon of great abilities; and of conſe. 
quence his loſs was ſeverely felt. I let ſe- 
veral days paſs, till I thought the grief of 
the eourt was in ſome meaſure ſubſided, 


and then 1 repaired to Piſa. 
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N a manuſcript belonging to (hg Hers. 
of Benvenuto Cellini, Which with many 
other books written in his own hand, 
well as his poſſeſſions and effects, was lag 
after inherited by the company of S. Mar- 
tino of Buonuomini, we meet with what 
follows. 

Benvenuto, the ſon of John Andrew 
Cellini, ſculptor and citizen of Florence, 
makes his will in the year 1 569, on the 
eighteenth of December; he deſires to 
be buried in the church of the Nun- 
ziata, in the tomb which he propoſes 
to erect for himſelf; and in caſe it ſhould 
not be finiſhed at the time of his death, 
he deſires to be interred in the burying 
place of the company of painters, in the 
cloiſters of the ſaid church. He acknow- 
ledges the portion of madonna Piera his 
lawful wife, whoſe family name is omitted. 
Reparata, Magdalen, and Andrew Simon, 

were 
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were the lawful iſſue of him and the 40 
Piera. He appoints his faid ſon his heir, 
to whom he ſabſtitutes ſignor Librodoro, 
the ſon of Annibal de Librodori, doctor of 


laws and advocate, his nephew (according 


to. the common copy of the will) who 
reſided at Rome. He left guardian of his 
ſaid children, the magiſtrate of wards, re- 

ſueſting him to conſtitute as adminiſtrators 
of his ſucceſſion, ſignor Piero della Stufa, a 
canon of Florence, the ſaid ſignor Libro- 

oro, and Andrew the fon of Lorenzo 
Benivieni. 

On the twelfth of January, in the year 
of our Lord 1570, he made a codicil, con- 
firming his will, &c. and adding to the 
number of the above adminiſtrators Po- 
menico di Niccolo, the, ſon of Chriſtofano 
Mannozzi, citizen of Florence. . 

On the third of February, in the year of 
our Lord 1570, he made a ſecond codicil, 
by which he bequeathed all his ſtatues, 
finiſhed or unfiniſhed, to prince Francis of 


Medici. | 
On the ſixth of February, in the year of 


our Lord 1570, he made a third codicil, 


e he provided for his daughters. All 
theſe 
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theſe were drawn up by N a ſon of 
Matthew of Palzato, nn and citizen of 
Florence. | MIS 


On. the thirteenth of. February, in n the 
year of our Lord 1 570, we meet with an 
account of the death of Benvenuto, which 
happened that very day. | 85 
In the e of the purveyors, to the 


e 


I record it, that on the a 8 
of February, was buried ſignor Benvenuto 
Cellini, the ſculptor ; and he was buried by 
his own direction in our chapter of the 
Nunziata, with a grand funeral pomp, at. 
which were preſent our whole academy, to- 
gether with the company of ſculptors: when 
we repaired to his houſe and were ſeated. 
in proper order, after all the monks had 
paſſed by, the bier was lifted up by four 
of the academicians, and carried with the 
_ uſual attendance to the Nunziata ; the ce-. 
remonies of the church being there per- 

formed over it, it was taken by the ſame 
academicians, and conveyed to the chap- 
ter; the ceremonies of divine worſhip 


being 
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being again repeated, a monk, who had 
been cared the evening before, to com- 
ſe the funeral ſermon of ſignor Benve- 
nuto, in praiſe both of his life and works, 
and his excellent moral qualities, mounted 
the pulpit; and preached a funeral ſermon; 
which was highly approved of by the whole 
academy, and by the people, who ſtruggled 
to get into the chapter, as well to ſee the 
body of Benvenuto, as to hear the com- 
mation of his good qualities. The 
whole ceremony was performed with a great 
number of wax lights, both in the church 
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Siwenuts Cellini, citizen of Florence, it 
preſent a ſculptor, in his youth eult- 
vated the goldſmith's buſineſs, and had no 
equal in that branch for many years, nor in 
making fine figures of alto and baſſo relie vo 
and every other work belonging to that 
ingenious art. He ſet jewels and adorned 
them with admirable collets, and diminutive 
figures fo exquiſitely formed, and ſome of 
them ſo odd and whimſical, that nothing 
finer or more beautiful can be conceived. 


The medals which he in his youth made of 
gold 
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gold and filver, were wrought with the ut- 
molt diligence and accuracy, and cannot be 
ſufficiently praiſed. At Rome he made for 
pope Clement VII. a button to be worn 
Upon his pontifical habit, fixing a diamond 
to it with the moſt exquiſite art, round 
which were certain figures of children repre- 
ſented on plates of gold, and a figure of 
God the Father admirably engraved; beſides 
being paid for his labour, he was by the pope 
inveſted with the office of mace-bearer. 
Being afterwards employed by the ſame 
pontif to make a chalice of gold, the eup 
of which was to be carved with ar 
repreſenting the theological virtues, he 
-brought that work to a concluſion with ad- 
mirable ingenuity. There was no man in 
that age, amongſt the numbers who tried 
their hands at ſuch work, more ſucceſ- 
ful in making the medals of that pope than 
Cellini, as is well known to thoſe who 
have ſeen ſuch pieces and keep them 
in their poſſeſſion. Hence he was em- 
ployed to make the ſtamps for the Roman 
Mint, and there were never ſeen finer coins 
than thoſe * were ae in Rome at that 
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period. After the death of pope 
Benvenuto returned to Florence, where he | 
bkewiſe made ſtamps with the head of duke 
Alexander for the Mint of Florence; ſo 
rs nor beautiful, that ſome of them 
are preſerved to this day as ancient medals, 
and with good reaſon, for he in them far. 
afled himſelf. Benvenuto having at laſt 
attached himfelf to ſculpture and caſting 
ſtatues, made in France many works of 


bronze, ſilver and gold, whilſt he was em. 


ployed at the court of king Francis. He 
afterwards came back to his native country, 
and entered into the ſervice of duke Coſmo, 
by whom he was at firſt employed as a 
goldſmith, and afterwards in certain Pieces 
ef ſeulpture: he executed in metal the 


ſtatue of Perſeus, who cut off Meduſa's 


head, which ſtands in the piazza hard by 
the gate of the ducal palace, upon a baſis 
of marble with ſome fine bronze figures, 
abeut a eubit and two feet one-third high; 
this work was brought to perfection with 
the greateſt art and diligence imaginable, 
and ſet up in an honourable place in the 
piazza, upon a par with the Judith of that 
Vol. II. Dd, _ renowned 
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renowned ſculptor Donato. It was indeed 
aſtoniſhing that Benvenuto having been ac- 
cuſtomed to make little figures ſo many 
ears, ſhould ſucceed ſo happily in bring- 
ing fo large a ſtatue to perfection. 
The fame artiſt likewiſe made a Chriſt 
upon the croſs, as big as the life, a moſt 
exquiſite and extraordinary performance; 
the duke keeps it as a piece which he ſets 
a very great value upon, in the palace of 
Pitti, in order to place it in the little chapel, 
which he is erecting there, and which could 
contain nothing more grand nor more 
worthy of ſo illuſtrious a prince. In a word 
this work cannot be ſufficiently com- 
mended. 

Though I might here enlarge on = 
. of Benvenuto, who always 
ſhewed himſelf a man of great ſpirit and 
vivacity, bold, active, enterpriſing and for- 
midable to his enemies; a man in ſhort who 
knew as well how to ſpeak to princes, as to 
exert himſelf in his art; I ſhall add nothing 
_ farther, ſince he has wrote an account 

of his life and works, and a treatiſe on 


goldſmiths work, as well as on caſting 
ſtatues 
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| ſtatues and many other ſub efts, with more 
art and eloquence than it is poſſible for 
me to imitate. I ſhall therefore content 


myſelf with giving this ſuccin& account of 
5 his chief Fun, a 


* 
* 
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FIRST VOLUME. 


CHAP. I, 


OTIVES which induced the au- 
| thor to write the hiſtory of his own 


life—Origin of the city of F lorence— 
Account of the author's family and pa- 
rentage, with the reaſon of his being 


named Benvenuto He diſcovers an early 
taſte for drawing and deſigning; but his 
father adviſes him to learn mulic ; to 


a oblige 


- |. CONTENTS: 
oblige him, he, with reluctance learns to play 


1 Tr. ”Y * 
upon the flute— His * '; in Rok with 
pope Leo X. — Benvenutois bound prontice 


to a jeweller and 1 goldſmith - Page-1 
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The hos Sox his brother almoſt killed 
in a fray takes his part; this gives riſe to 

| ſome untoward accidents, and i is s the cauſe 
| of his being baniſhed from F lorence—He 
removes to Sienna, and from thence to Bo- 

logna, where he  improyes greatly i in learn- 
ing to play upon the flute, and ſtill more 

in his own trade of a. 1.20 ldfmith-— 


16 0895 ee On PAT Gt JS: i 
between his fat er an | Pierino a pt wi ah y 


FOLD #171 -1E WICH 1111 W. 911 20113 


lamentable cataſtrop 2 he of Bey latter FL The 


51017 10 2 i 
author removes to Piſa . . — 
7 58 7 at - £30; wh 2717 


the ſervic of a agoldfmitho? f that cit 


To 5150 2rf 221 


ay 


y 
4 
0 
a 
* 
cy 
t 
1 
** 
i 
K 
of 
" 


returns to F loze ce, and is tak Ta | 
| *4I£f5 1 I 19 'F7 — te Oe en il 
uppn his recovery es Wi n | 
we oy 4 (20) 5. 4.0. 1 15 4 r 4 2 
maſter Marcone - 
J Tat + Anett i * 7 WIG Le 27112 
M 2 2 GOYETES si n. 


. ———— 
ä 
—— . 


T4 © 3 


CHAP, Ill 


TIP Torrigiano, an Italian ſtatuary, comes 
to Florence i in queſt of young artiſts for | 
the king of En ngland—T! he author gets . 


4 


acquainted with him, but refuſes to leave 


Italy—He improves i in drawing by gudy- | 
ing the deſigns ö of Michael Angelo and 
Leonardo da Vinci—In order to make | 
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bimſelf maſter of his art he repairs to 


.. LL 5: — Cabs <3: 
| Rome, accompanied by a youn g artiſt 
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named Tao He meets with great « en· 
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| 5 in that capital, as well as 
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with a 1 of adventures — At the ex- 
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Florence, where he cultivates his a art with 
great ſucceſs— His fellow artiſts grow 
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jealous of his abilities—Quarrel | be- 
tween him and Gerard Guaſconti 
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in a friar's habit, and makes his eſcape ' 


to Rome „ - — 36 
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CHAP... 


The author meets with extraordinary fucceſs 
4 i; at Rome, he! is greatly encouraged by a 
. noble patroneſe ſignora Porzia Chigi— 
Particular account of that lady—Rival- 


' hip! between him and Lucagnolo da Jeſi 


lle plays at a concert before pope Cle- 
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ment VII. who i: 18 highly pleaſed with his 
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performance, and takes him into his ſer- 
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vice in thedouble capacity of goldſimith and 
muſician— He is employed by the biſhop 
of Salamanca at the recommendation of a 
ſcholar of Raphael of Urbino —Whimſical 


adventures between himandthebiſhop n iP 
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himfalf to ſeal engraving, and} improves in 
that art under Lautizio. The plague | 
breaks out at Rome, during which he a- 
muſes himſelf with taking plans of the 
antiquities of that city — Story of fignor 
: Jacomo Carpi the famous ſurgeon, and of 
© the vaſes deſigned by Benyenuto— The 
5 peſtilence having « ceaſed, a ſociety 1 is form- 
ed of artiſts, viz. painters, ſculptors and 
goldſmiths, with weekly meetings 
D Grand entertainment at one of theſe meet- | 
3 ings, and a merry frolic of the author S, 
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The Wal having ſettled his affairs, Late 
his houſe and effects i in the care of two 
ſervants, and ſets out for Italy—Aſcanio 
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Set 4 is hy received by cos! de 
| Medici, grand duke of Tuſcany—after a 
: long conference he engages in the duke's 
ſervice—The duke aſſigns Cellini a houſe | 
to work in—Delays of the duke's frvants 
to fit it up for the author's uſe—Ridicu- 
| lous' one 1 between him and the duke s 
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The French king is prejudiced againſt the 
author by the treacherous inſinuations of 
Cellini s own ſervants This prevents his 
| return to F rance—He undertakes a large 
ſtatue of Perſeus and Andromeda, but 
meets with great difficulty i in carrying « on 
the work, through the jealouſy : and perfi- 
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before he had ſettled his accounts with 
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committed by the grand duke's ſervants 
in dhe ſale of a diamond — Villainous be- 
| haviour of the duke's ſteward, in ſub- 
borning a woman to accuſe Cellini of 
having committed an unnatural e erime up- 
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lowly with his Perſeus for 1 want of po 
per aſſiſtance, and makes his complaint to® 
the duke—The dutcheſs employs him in 
the jewelling way, and wants to engroſs 
his whole time, but he expreſſes a deſire 
of ſignaliſing himſelf, and with that view 
chooſes to finiſh his Perſeus —— 223 
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. ſtruts the progreſs of his work In a fit 
of deſpair | he goes to F ieſole, to ſee a na- 
tural ſon of his, and meets with Bandi- 
nello at his return —At firſt he reſolves to 
kill him, but upon ſeeing his cowardly 
behaviour alters his mind, and recovering 
his former tranquility goes on with his 
work — Converſation betwen him and the 


duke, 
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, accident, by which he had like to have 
, loſt one of his « eyes— Manner: of his x re- 
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The duke having ſome doubt of Cellini's 
ill and abilities in caſting figures of 
bronze, enters into a converſation with 
him upon the ſubject— Cellini gives a 
ſufficient proof of his extraordinary. fl, 
by caſting a beautiful bronze ſtatue of 
(Perſeus, and Andromeda, which he ſuc- 
; fat: finiſhed to the ſurpriſe of all the 
world whilſt he lay under. every. difcou- 
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- viti—He ſets out for Rome with the 
-  Quke's permiſſion in the beginning of pope 
Julio de Monti's pontificate—having ; 
| paid his reſpects to the pope he waits upon 
Michael Angelo, and endeavours to per- 
- ſuade him to enter into the duke's/ ſervice 
Michael Angelo declines. it on account 
of his being then employed in the build- 

ing of St. Peter's Cellini returns to Flo- 
rence and meets with a cold reception 
from the duke, occaſioned | by ill offices 
- done him by the ſteward— Matters are 
- accommodated between him and his ex- 
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dee Particular account of the pur- 
0 | : =... 


'CONTBNTS | : 


chaſe af the above necklace— Bernardone 
is ſucceſsful in prevailing upon the duke 
to buy it for the dutcheſs, contrary to 


. kighwis brcuties 


eye. 


CHAP, Wh. 


400 5 


5 The e ga war -with a de of 


Sienna Cellini is employed amongothers 
Diſpute between him and the duke, 
concerning the beſt method of railing for- 
tifications Quarrel between Cellini and 
A2 Lombard captain, who had treated/him 
. diſreſpectfully Diſoovery of ſomeicuri- 
ous antiques in the country of Arezzo— 
The mutilated figures are repaired by 
Cellini He works privately i in the duke's 
apartment at theſe figures, but meris 
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with it to the duke; who makes him great 


acknowledgments for his zeal—Differ- 
; ence betwetn him and the duke about the 
» "*paltis of his Perſeus and Andromeda It 
u referred to the arbitration of Jeronimo 


degli Albizi, who decides the matter not 


at all to Cellini s ſatis faction Freſn diſ- 
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The duke wants him to make ſbine 


bronze figures in baſſo relievo round the 
choir of S. Maria del Fiore After a few 
conferences he diſſuades the duke from 
the undertaking He offers to erect two 
pulpits in the choir, and adorn them with 
baſſo relievo figures in bronze— The duke 
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Conteſt between Cellini and Bandinello'a- 
bout carving a ſtatue of Neptune from a 
very fine piece of marble—The dutcheſs 
favours Bandinello, but. Cellini by an 
* - elegant remonſtrance prevails on the duke 
to conſent that whoever produced the beſt 
deſign ſhould have the marble— The: pre- 
ference is given to Cellini's deſign, and 
Bandinello dies through vexation— The 
dutcheſs in ſpight cauſes the marble to be 
a, given to Bartholomew Ammanato—Ac- 
Count of a remarkable tranſaction between . 
Cellini and a grazier -whoſe name was 
Sbdietta He narrowly. eſcapes. being poi- 
ſoned by Sbietta's wife, who is encouraged 
in that villainous deſign by Philip a pro- 
fligate prieſt— Cellini during his illneſs 
which laſted fix months, is eee at 
court by Bartholomew Ammanat | 349 
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| 3 injuſtice done has 3 in his diſ- 


pute with Sbietta, by the treachery. of | 
Raphael Schicggia—The duke and dut- 
cheſs pay him '#' viſit upon ' their” return 
from Piſa; and he takes that opportunity | 
to make them a preſent of an exquilite 
piece of workmanſhip, viz: a marble 
crucifix The duke and dutcheſs are both | 

_ reconciled to him, and promiſe him every 
| ſort 
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fort of afſiſtance and encouragement— 


Finding himſelf diſappointed in his ex- 
pectations, he is diſpoſed to liſten to a 


propoſal made him by Catherine of Me- 


dici, queen dowager of France, to ſettle 
in that kingdom and erect a magnificent 
| ns to her huſband Henry II.— 


This the duke prevents by an application 


to the queen, who deſiſts from her pro- 
poſal in conſequence — The cardinal of 
| Medici dies, which occaſions much grief 
at the court of Florence— Cellini in n 
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Vaſari's Lives of Painters and Sculptors, 


vol. il. P- 263. — 1 399 


F 1 N I 8. 


| anguiſh of mind ſets out for Piſa - 377 


